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The Publiſher to the Reader, 


oy 4 
) HE Author of the enſuing Leaves * 
made Chriſt's School his Univerſity, - 
and the Book of God his chief Libra 
| Ty You are not therefore to e 
any Rhetorical flouriſhes or gawdy Embeliſhments; - :; 
which moſt times ſerve only to gratifie the Wri> - - 
ters Pridz, or the Readers Yaniy; the Stile here 
is plain and familiar, ſuited to the meaneſt Capa- > 
cities; yet grave and ſerious, becoming the Maje- _ = 
ſick, ſimplicity of the Goſpel: the ſcope being ts © 
inform the con/czence, rather than humor the fan; +? 
cy; and to imprint wholſome conſiderations ofi 
the heart, not to tickle the ear with quaint ex- 
preſſions, or. the harmonious cadencies of dariee= © 
ng periods. Frothy brains therefore will here find -* 
no Romantick, Language to pleaſe their liquoriſh 
palates, nor snquiſitive heads any wingy myſteries 
debated to ſatisfie the Itch of their alwayssdle; 
and moſt-times 4xp:o curioſity; nor will peeviſh * 2 
terypers (whole Religion is but noiſe; and their 
devotion wrangling, having. too much ga# to be 8 
inſpired by the heavenly Dove) meet here'with 
$ afiylittle unneceſſary Controverſies magiſterially 
* {| © argued with thoſe _ of paſſion 'which”;; 
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© afefub! how' valwable then would fueh a plains 


commonly violate a certain command, and atr= 
fice Peace ang unity to the interetts of an uncer- 
tain opinion, or tome vain Ceremony,{o much the 
moye violeytly eonrended for, as ?ris-on all: hands 
acknowledged'to be leſs needfal, But poor-fpiri- 
red, honeit-Hearted Chriſtians (who have no de» 
fion in their Religion But to glorifie God agd ſave 
their own fouls Ymay hence with tchuch camfort 
gather ind ſtore ip tor theniſelves not a ſaw fa- 
voury inſiviffois, tound directions; and neceſſa- 
Ty cautions to roule their drov2y hearts, to: {Up- 
port their-droopins ſpirits, 'to inflame- their af- 
fettions to things hover; - to afſiſt their endeavours 
after an encreale and growth-m Grace, to relieve 
rheir dangers-when «tempted ro-ſim, and generally 
to promote their ed:ſication and eternal welfare. 
Should the $/ach Clouds thar threaten us gather 


_ into-a Marianiſftorm; and Englands Candleſtick be 
5. removed, and your Bibles be prohibited, and tne 


Goſpel lock'twp' or biniſht, and Popiſh darkyeſs 


- invade us, 'anid* Tdolatry be rampant ,: and your 


Teachers tetire into corners, and-Rars loſe their 


' light, and thoſe that ſeem'd'Pj#ars 'be ſhaken; 


and thouſands fall onthe right hand, and ten thou- 
ſands 6n the I-ft, and Proteſtants be forced to ſeek 


the Bread of Life in deſolate places, 'and pals. the ' 


Ordeal\| the fiery Tryal], and diſcharge a gooa 
conſciercein Goals and Dungeons, and witnelsto 
the truth of Gol at a Stake or a Gibbet ;, how 


though 
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though ſmall Treatiſe be! how ſweet a Compa- 
ibn! how fife a Gnide ! how faithful a Monitor. © 
t:would not flight the Polerchs,, wherein many 
mavedone worthily.3 nor was there ever Caule in 
the world (o ſhamefully baffled andjuſtly triumphs 
over, as that of the Papi/ts has been by divers of 
our-folid and learned Reformed Writers ;-;but 
when all:is done, *tis the prattice of ſuch plais 
Tyuths as are here recommended, that muſt dogbe 
work::* we mult 7elieve down, Pray Cown, Live 
down Popery, if ever we.expeCt to. be preſerved 
fromit, A right-grounded Faith, and an hbly Cops - 
ver fation; are Sheet- Anchors that will endure-all 
ſtrets* of. tveather , and bring us. to the Hayen of 
everlaſting happineſs; but withour:them (whether 
Popery come or not) we ſhall certainly be (hip- 
wrackt, and that eternally. 

As for the following Treatiſe, it was written in 
a ſtate of outward Languiſhment, when the Au- 
thor was taken off from being ſerviceable to io 
in his uſual way of Preaching, by a greivous di- 
ſtemper,.\ a Cancer in the throat] which atlaſt 
wrought his diſſolution, and through which (even | 
to the end) the gracious hand of Providence 
vouchſat*d to carry him with an incredible Pats- 
ence and relignation of Spirit: The laſt words * 
of a dying man do certainly challenge our re- 
gards, and merit our moſt ſerious attention, but 
eſpecially truths of God (by what Inſtruments - 
| | \ſvever declared) muſt not be flighted. The ods 1 


ard method might eafily have beeh refined, but 
the Author himſelf hath made an unanſ{werable 
Apology for both, and I durſt not alter any 
thing in the deceaſfed's laſt Will and Teſtament ; 
thou haſt it therefore juſt as it flow'd ſrom his 
own Pen, whoſe aim evidently appears to have 
been to promote Holineſs and the good of ſouls : 
Let us not therefore be wanting to our ſelyes, 
nor defeat his pious intentions by our own xegl;- 
gente to improve and apply what he fo charitably 
. offers. And may the Lord ( from whom alone 
deſcends each peffett gift) cauſe a bleſſing to go 
along with it to every Reader , and make it 1o 
effeftual that thereby his own great Name may 
be glorified,and his People edffied, 


SI The Author's Dedication to the Congregation 
Wl of Jefus Chriſt at Speldburſ# and Pembiry in 
the County of Key. 

Dearly beloved in our Lord Jeſus! 

Have endeavoured in part to anſwtr your de- 

[| ſires in giving you a brief Account of what 1 
formerly ſpake unto you; "tis the ſame inlub- 
ſtance, though I have not preciſely obſerved th? 
ſame words ; it conſiſts of Advice and Direftionsy 
from Six Scriptures which have a dependence, ſuta” 

| ble to a Chriſtian's duties, Firſt, As 4 Preface or [' 

troduttion, here us preſented to you the neceſſity of di- 
ligent hearing axd heedins Gods precious Word. Se- 
condly, Doing God's Will, »u(t follow the hearing 
bis Word \ and that will appear i the Third Particu- * 
lar, becauſe many will meet with diſappointments , 
and they only that do God's Will ſhall emer into the 
Kingdom. And Fourthly, Though many ſhall ms of 
life-eternal,yet there 1s aremrnant who Law a bleſſing 
of ſaving Grace in them that ſhall not be deſtroyed, 
Fitthly,That 4 ſtate of Grace may be preſerved,he ad- 

viſed to breathe after ſoul-proſperity. Laſtly, Wher: . 
we have done all we can, we have done leſs than our 
daties,and muſt look to Jeſus the author and finiſher 
of our faith, for juſtification and ſalvation, 

| Theſe things I leave with you as a legacy todo you 

good when 1 am gone, laid toreſt in the ſilent cham- 
bers of death if any be not pleaſed with the rough un- 

poliſht form it appears in, I hope they will paſs by the * 
anfirmities of a languiſhing man, whey they conſider 
he bad hs pains to bear,as well as bis wotk to do. © 
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© Let me prevail with you not to do a; the manner of 
too'many 18, to'get abook,, turn over the leaves, and 
read here and there a little, and then throw it by in- 
za ſome negletted corner, and never mind it more, I 
bave endeavoured all plainneſs, that it might be 111- 
der ſtood hy young ones that may grow up 4s plants 
to God, I matter net the Scotts of thoſe that muſt 
have their Religion areſt up with the trothy wit of 
man, for I have long ſince learnt that the wiſdom of 
thu world comes to nought z neither have I intended 
to debate controverſics, which many times rather 
tend to divide Chriſtians and break, peace, than to 
godly edifying or building up the body of Chriſt 1 in- 
treat you that what ſoever you find here agr=eable to 
Gods holy Word, let it dwell upon Your ſouls,and be 
© Expreſſed in your lives let not your Servant for 
- ChriPs ſake be a witneſs againſt you in the day, of 
Chriſt,who hath endeavourca to declare unto you the. 
whole counſel of G od made known to him ; be not for - 
getful of your duties, leſt the Lord refuſe to know 
your: perſons}, that which [ have ſpoken to you from 
Gods pure Word, and endeavoured to make my pra- 
Qice in my life, I haye the teſtimony of 4 £00d con- 
ſcience for, now my diſſolution 45 at hand, and now 
that I muſt giv? an account to God, my heart doth net 
condemn me, but Go4s ord and Spirit witneſſerh, 
that it is the truth ot God rhet I with you have pro- 
feſſed and prattiſed:; only I have not been fo fruitfub 
ro God init as I ounht to have been; yet having fyil 
hope of purdon and acceptance through the blood of - 
| my Saviour , I reſt with confidence to oftain a 10Yful: 
'Reſurreftion vith te Tuſt ified in Chrilt Tel.) + \ 
"4... 1 | JOHN CA&E-: 
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SERMON L 
© uke VIIL 18. LEY 
Take heed therefore how you bear. 


. HIS Caution of our Lord bY 
hath dependanee- 0n the | 
precedent. words,” whete. 
he is ſhewing the Cauſe, 
why the. word of, Fruth 
takes no more effefF, when 
preached in the" power of | 
the Spirit, viz, Becaule + 
of.. the indi/paſed frame 3 

it finds men | ing who through corruption, and: 

ycilding to. temptation, procure to their ſouls 

a dying ſtate under faving means to prevent 
| which, our heavenly Prophet gives. lpecial coun _ 

ſel to all that have an Ear to hear, to give di» © ©? 
ligent heed unto the meq4ns of Grace, . as one 4 
Fhiet way. to obtain that good ſtate; compared 


to Fes ground. FR " 
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295 Caution, 7 ake heed, yeilds us this Ob- 
Err IEP 

-. - Do&rine 1, That a heedful mind s ne- 


ceſſary, as well as a bearing Ear. _ "470 
—_ of Borg ay the Plophet, t& be | 
caxdul whtn thecdindhatids him' to receive in 
bis heart, and bear with his ear all hs words, 
Ezek. 3. 10. Wherein ſuch an expreſs charge 
is impoled, 40 receive in the heart what he 
heard, as intimates a very great attention re- 
quiſite : fo Deut. 6, 5. The words which 1 com- 
mand thee ſhall be tn thy heart : This Leſſon 
bleſſed David had learned, when he ſaid, Thy 
word huve [bid within my heart : Atid\ Ptter 
informs-them to: whom he was preaching the 
'Goſpel,i That their minds muſt be gird yp+0 re- 
cer, abd pitiently wait in the petfortmmance of 
their- duty, afid expe&tation of the 'promsſes > 
It is implied,” That the cauſe why the Church 
of the: Hebrews watited a ſecond Teaching of 
formerly-faught ' Truths, was becauſe their 
fanſes were not ſo -exetciſed in thoſe things 
that they.had heard, as to Terain them, and 
&r quiekned thereby, Hebr. 5, 12, & 14. 

Now teveral Reaſons there are why the mind 
oughr tobe thus heedful. As, 

'R eaſon tr, Becauſe it is the mind that muſt 
be renewed- It is a ſpecial work of the Word 
$0:remew the mind, Rom: '12. 2. '& 7. 25- Av _ 
the (trength of the body ig renewed by its ; 

| = 004, > 
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C\3 ] 
Ford, To the word"(by which a Chriſtian lives, 
Aid not by bread alont) doth from day to day 
tenew and nourifh the inward man; whereby 
the ſoul is changed into a more ſpiritual frame, 
and Tainds the things of the ſpirie, Rom. 8. 
Yherefore'fince"rhit mind is to Have a choice 
pranledg by the Wdrd, it is moſt iifceffary that 
it ſhould, be exerciſed with muth herdful- 
Mſg 48 £1 319m YR: | 55s 25. 

| af 2: The mind and will'of the mighty 
and 'erernal God, 1s by his word conveyed into 
our find, 1 Cor: 2. 16:2 Pr; 3.'t; That out 
ihward 'mari being 'renewed Fke fiew veſſels; 
may be as a Storc- houſe of knowleds of thoſs 
Divine . Truths, that furniſh. the creature to 
{krye. the Lord with underſtanding. 

Reaſ. 3. Becauſe the mind is to krep what 
is committed to it,,' 1 Cor. 15. 2, , Fugle T5. 
Det. 11. 18; Which charge cannot be kepr, 
except the mind beſo heedfal in receiving with 
all diligence,and obſerving with the whole heart 
every word of Truth, _. 

Reaf. 4. Becavſe' the mind. is liable to be 
corrupted, therefore it ought to be heedful to 
prevent the danger of being poltuted and de- 
ceived, 2 Coy. 11. }. 2Tims 3.9. | 

Reaſ. F. It is the mind that wants 'to be 
eftabliſÞed and comforted, 1 Theſ:3. r.3- ahd 5. 
14." So that it is of preat vſe ro give earnelt. 
hee<to that codifortiog and ſupporting tort, . 

9 B 2 that. 


[4 ] 
that we be not as Children toſſed to and: fro 
with every wind of Dottrine, but ſtand. faſt in 
_ the Truth, rejoycing therein as one that hath 

found great riches. | 

bf Reaf 6... The heart, and not the ear is the 
ground where the ſeed of the word takes root, 
thence to ſpring up in a life fruitful in every.good 
word and work, Mark 4. 20. | 

All which and much more might be ſaid, to 


prove and convince ſouls of the neceſſity of heed- - 


ful attention, pondering the word in our hearts 
with all carefulneſs, and not to let.it ſlip out of 
our ſouls, leſt we prove our hearts bad thorny, 


ſony ground, 


3 Uſe 1. Is it fo then, that a heedful mind is 
of -neceſſity to attain proficiency under Gofpel- 
means, and to further creatures to eternal life ? 
This ſhould teach us to disburthen our (elves 
from worldly Incumbrances, which keep the 


heart from diligent attention, and take up ſo 


- much room therein, that the word cannot en- 
| ter, nor take that Impreſſion to quicken and 
enliven 35 and then the creature complains it 
doth zot profit to its ſatisfaftion, when the rrue 
cauſe may be a croud of worldly thoughts where- 
with the mind is ftuffed, and which are not 
baniſht from within, when we come to be ini- 
imployed in a great work , and ſhould have 


brought empty veſſel; prepared to lay &. (4 


, Fs, 


c, > » 2.4 
* | 


L 31.1 | 

word of life infor our ſouls; for the cares of 
this world, the deceitfulneſs of riches, and plea- 
ſures of this life, choak, the word, and it becomes 
unfruitful, Matth. 12:22. 5:4 


We ſhould praftice Three Duties to help | 
us herein. $3 E 

I. Soxl-preparation, not to carry our bodies 
into Gods preſence until our ſouls be prepared 
and moulded into a Chriſtian frame of ſpiritual - 
defires and hungrings after the power of Gods 
word upon them as a ſaving word of eter: 
nal life, Fob 11. 13.- Pſal. 42. 1. =, 

2. Watchfulneſs over our wandering thoughts-* 
and drowſie frame of ſpirit, whereby the heart 
iscither carried away from a heedful attention} 
or ſo dulled, that it miffeth its portion of that 
heavenly food, eAts 20, 3 1. 

3. Sout- Application , when fin is reproved, 
and duty enjoyned, the heart applies it home, 
conſidering whether it be not guilty of thoſe 
ſins, and one of thoſe that negle& that duty 
Let us ſet our hearts to work in a ſerious Me- 
ditation, what word of Reproof. or Caution, 
Councel, or Exhortation and Comfort belongs to 
Us, Fohn I7. 8. | 

Uſe 2. If heedfulneſs be of neceſſity, this 
ſhould teach us to exerciſc our hearts in a daily 
Meditation, that what we hear may dwell and 
remain in us, Foſh, 1. 8. One cauſe why the 
Ward proves unf-uitful, is becauſe the enemy 


T B 3 | fels 
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[C6] | 
ſteals. 3t away z; and how, can, a:ſppl hut. loſeyir, 
when it, heeds.it oply in the time 'of hearing 2 
Bur being gone, amongſt ,worldly affairs, lets 
flip what was ſhewed- frogm-the Word; it _is 
a g90d frame of heart,, when Gods wark, # 4 
Going in the heart, when our work « a dqing with 
the bands.;; when {ecular .imployments and 
_ waxldly: converſe do not ſtop the Iprings, of 
ſoul-cheriſhing Meditations.,, nor cloud the 
mind by. prefenting carnal. Objects, and fruit; 
lels Diſcourſes, which are apt to fetter the re- 
{olutions which the word raiſed in the heart, 


V/e 3.. This reproves all {uch as hear more 
outof Cuſtom than Conjrience - It way be Con- 
{cience will not be fatisficd without ſomething 
done upon the aceount of Religion ,;and. 1o 
they hear and read, becaule ſuch as, peglect 
thole things, are concluded -to be wit-out Reli- 


mand what ſolid experience of {piritual. benefit 
they have gained from zhe, word 3, what daily 
growth in vertue, or zeal tro Gods glory, work- 
ing in their hearts a godly fear of offending, 
and a ſincere deſire to pleale the Lard; to 

many that have the privileds to hear, . could 
give but a co7/4 reply, and lorry 2ccount of any 
real foul-advantage obtained by what they 


bave geard. - 


Uſe X 


gion ; Bur did their fitenced conſcience but de- 


073 
UV/e- 4,  This\exhior ts us ata exdmine. whit- 
ther we have. Gligintly: heeded: whatiwe-have : 
heard, which may be diſcerned byour gxcreaſe > 
in knowledg, and growth in grace; by the 
manger. of our performing g utios 3/ by the di(- 
covety -of , arid. moreifying fir 3 for lif thafen 
thiogs be-nat: found'in, us} we: have heard 102 
our loſs ;, to judgment, rather than OP 
my 33. 31. _ I 
\ Daipe In _ Gods word: i of Tk 
© green worth ang uſes. that it deſerves our”: 
,-beft attentian, Jeri:23. 29: Plal. 419." 
+1140. John 17:1 As 20. 32: 2 Fim.” | 
' ?.1Jo IG, Uo © 3 CW) bo 
That Gods word-is fo excellent;*that it re-. 
quires and deferves-our' beft ! attention, is: ge- 
nerally acknowledged by all profeſſing Chriſti ' 
ans, and yet generally zegletted; and-made as 
their /aſs work; tor attend+to it, * arid .conform 
theinlives to the willof Gad therrin conthinedJ 
and:yet.*tis: moſt evident, that'it/is exceeding 
uſeful to poor dark and: undone creatures;\to.. 
bring: them: to a; Rate 'of be and ns 47 


= them to _—_ 
43 


Reaſon; x. Firſt it deſerves our be ances 
tion,> becauſe ,it is the Wi of - the grearefh 


- Majeſty ſent: from Heaven ro-man, Fohn 12.49; 


Hebr. 12, 25, © | | : J308 
Be. <4 Reaf, 2. 
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Reaſ. 2. The word of God dures for ever : 
an intereſt in the promiſes therein'tecorded, is 
everlaſting, 1ſa. 40. 8. Pſal. 1 19. 8g, | 


Reaf. . 3. It is a quickning means, or inſtru- % 
frich the Lord: brings dead - 


ment of life, by w 
creatures to a living ſtate, Pſal. 119.50. 1 Pet, 
I, 23. Epheſ. 2. 2. | N, 


Reaſ. 4. In as much as man is become dark 


in his underRanding, he wants a guide to di- 
re&& to- that enlighrned ſpiritual life ; to live 
by faith, and - thereby obtain Juſtification 
through the blood of Jetus. - Now this Divine 
Word is a lamp to give us light, that we 
ſhould be no lovger in darkneſs, but light in the 
Lord, Plal..r1y. 105. Ephel. 5. 8 tt 


. Hence then, 

Vſe-1, ' Let us ſtand in awe of Gods word, 
Pſal. 119. 161. :{o' as not to fir, Pſal.. 4. 4. 
This holy Awe keeps the ſoul within Chris 
Sian bounds, fo that it dares: not do as others 
who know nat the power- of that heavenly 


Oracle, 'nor the wrath of God for . the breach. 


thereof : Gracious ſouls tremble, and are afraid 
before the Lord whehti they ſee! his Law vio- 
lated, and his word difobeyed,, . Exre 9. 4 


And-God promifeth to appear to their.:joy - 


that ſo tremble at his word, Iſa. 664 5 


fu 
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Uſe 2. Doth the word require our beſt 
attention , then let it not, offend you when 
it comes home to your ſouls, and hath to, do 
with boſow-corryptions, when it finds out your 
Delilah, and ftrikes at the beloved fin; for 
then if you will receive it, it will do you. 
moſt good, :like phylick, that then operates 
moſt kszdly when it ſets upon, and diſlodge 
the\. principal peccant bumor : It was belt for 
David when Nathan ſet his ſin before him, and' 
charged him home, Thon art the man, 2 Sam. 
12. 7. Oh! if ever you would do your fouls. 
good, you inuſt apply the cloſe? mears' with-* 
out offence, Hebr. 13. 22. Indeed it. too often 
proves, as in Ahab; if men axe dealt with 
truly and plainly, they are ready to judg them 
their enemies that do ſo, and hate them for 
their good will, and Gods good word, becaule 
it toucheth their ſore, and would-hceal them, 
1 Kings 22, 8. <3 1 


Uſe 3. Let us be cautioned when the Lord” 
gives his word, which is to them that improve 


it, the ſavour of life unto life, that we makt 7; 


it not the ſavour of death unto death, 'by* our” 
cold careleſs attention, fo as to dye or harden' - 
under the vivifying ſoul-melting means of life; - 
tis a mortal Symptom when perſons read*and' 
hear with'\frozen hearts, and delight to re- 
Pajn where conſcience may be kept «ſketp;' 
ian | where 


mw 


"Fio]: 


where there is leaſt awakening, with a loud call 


to ſhew them their. ſins, when, a, Boaxerges is 
 t9o hot for their cold. Rtomacks. ; Qhtake heed 
of this Saxl-Lethargy, this deadly diſeaſe of a 
dull heart, and to cfcape it, beware, 
| 1, Of a careleſs; ſupine pegligent hearing, 

Hehr. 5. 11. Attend for your livey, your cter- 
pal life-depends oa it, | 

2, Of a negligent keepeng, be: nes leaking 
weſſels,, Heber. 2. 1. 

z3- Let not your ſquls go from Gods word 
without being regewed with. good: reſolutions, 


raiſed, in endeavors after, the —_—_ we will of 


God, Luke 12. 47. 


Many Conſiderations there are which 


may be Motives to this duty: 


Motive 1. The exceeding. il; ronſequence. :. 
if the means be negle&ted whereby. faith is 
wrought and nouriſhed in the ſoul, no leſs than 
eternal ruine follows, 2 { 07-2. 16-. Foby 12:48. 


Mot. 2., This attention we remennend. Is 
one. chief means. to, live by every word that 
roceedeth out, of. the mouth of God 4, 'Tis, 
d-to ſee a ſullen Child ftarve-at his Fathers 
table, where there is food enough, but he wilt 
not take the pains to cat it 5 but. how mych: 


Pore miſcrable a. condition is. ity that whe: 
t 
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the Lord _ protithy, the Milk of the 
word to. feed our fouls to life-eternal, and. we 
have i brought tq our cars, andare intreated 
ro receive it, and yet we will not take \ it.ing 
nox r&mingze upon it fo ag it may nouriſh, us, 
but will- fit like focks or fern and barely, 
hear it, and ſo ſtarve, and dye, and — 4 
may not God in ſich caſe ſay moſt juſlly as of 
old to 1ſrael, deſtruttion us of Ar # Yr. 
I would have ſanftified jo ſaved thee, ud thog 
wouldſt not, Hoſ. 13.9. Plal-$1:12,13. Theres 
fore take heed what, and how you hear, tha 
your ſouls may live, 4% 

Met. 3. Anattentive hearing demonſtrates 
4 ſoul to be of God; He that zs of God, hear- 
eth Gods ward, John 8. 47- So faith the be- 
loved diſciple, He that kzoweth Gad, beareth 
ns 3 he that is nat of Ged, beareth us not, s Joh. 
4.6. Theſe days afford many, which very cons 
fidently call out, Come with us, we are of | God. 
And many poor honeſt ſouls are in a ſtraight 
where, and how to ſerve the Lord acceprably.. 
Now the, Lord hath put this doubt out of 
doubt, by declaring poſitively, that they are 
of God that hear his Word, what name or 
term of reproach ſoever they g0 under, or 
however men {candalize or vil;fie them, yetthe 
. Lord calls them his ; and it the own them, 
who, is to judg them, it matters very little 

. what. 


a - 
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what judgment the world pafſes on them ; vain 
men may fondly imagine themſelves to be of 
God, becauſe they are called Chriſtians, and 
have got a cold, dull, formal profeſhon inſtilled 
mto them by caſfow and education, though 
yer they are carele(s of keeping his word, nay 
dare break his Law, change his Ordinances, 
tive in fin, and hate Religion in the power of 
it :z but Chriſt tell; chem otherwile, if they will 
but believe him, rather than their deceitful 
hearts, and miſguideJ conſciences z'and they 
will ane day find the {ad conſequences of that 
fatal Error ; let not fouls miſtake, every one 
is not of God, that ſo heareth, as to take up 
tome Truths mecrly upon an opinion, or con- 
viction, that thoſe rhings are true ; but thoſe 
that in godly fincerity obey from the heart, 
and praiſe his holy Word. | 

'Aort. 4, Conſider the tranſcendent Excel- 
lency of the Word ; *tis the power of God un- 
fo ſalvation, able to build up, and groe an inhe- 
ritggnce amongſt them that are ſanftified, and 
makes the man\of God perfett to every good work, 
Rom. 1. 16, AR. 20, 32. 2 Tim, 3. 17- Is not 
this ſuficient to befpeak our beſt attention, and 
challenge our chickeſt regard ? what is there 
under Heaven that i; of ſuch worth and va- 
| Jae? *Tis our Marazzne, whence we may plen- 
tevufly provide ſpiritual Armour to repel all - 


vie 
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the fiery. darts. of... Satan ,. our Phyſick. ſhep, 8 


where we: may have both eAntidates and Re- 
ſtoratives, Cordial; promiſes to ftrengthen 
fainting, hearts, and healing medicines to. cure 
wounded ſpirits : In brief, what excellent thin 
da we: want, but here is a tupp'y ? "Tir that 
whereby we [ve , Water and Air are hot fo 
uleful, nor the light of the Sun fo neceſſary : 
Oh then, let Souls ſfxdy it, and not think 
much ro ſpend much time in reading, hearing 
and meditating on it, and to throw away all 
vain books that tend only to nurſe up wice, 
and draw away the heart from Gotly pro- 
phane Stories, wanton Romances, and idle Play- 
books, the Excrements of abuſed wit, corrupr- 
ing manners, and debauching yourh; Oh what 
a {ad account will theſe yeild to them that 
waſte their precious time, and imploy their | 
wit and reaſon ( given them by God to be 
improved in working out their own ſalvation, 
and ſerving his pure and glorious Majeſty) in 
compoling and ſtudying tuch lying vanities ? 
Let all therefore that regard their Souls 
eternal welfare be per{waded to let theſe fleſh- 


pleaſing trifiles dye under the hands of their - 


own zdle Authors ;, and let your hands hold 
the Book, of God, and fill-your hearts, and 
ſatiate your /o::ls with the ineſtimable riches 


bf its Treaſures; fo ſhall you have true fek- 
| cry, | 
F— | 


W4- 


4 © ©,» HP 
city; and -be crowned with compleat and an- 
decayitig pleaſiirer'; your mirth ſhall know no 


£ l 


end, but your joys ſtill remain freſh 'and 
flouriſhing at their full heighe,. 'when all the 
empty vanities 'of ' this decetfal world ſhall 
be buried in the grave of their own ſhame. 
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be laying up a good! foundation ; again the 
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Phil. TM. I2. 


Wark ont. jour own Salvation with 


= font and trembling, 


| H E Philiyians are here exhirted \to 

_ 'A work iricuthbent on Chriſtiags| that 

'" Profeſs- to 6h the {artie Lord that 

humbled himſelf unto. death.z that 

love which: moved hits {6 to do, the Apoſtle - 

ſets before them to inconrage then” to their 

duties; That as he had a tate. of 0 wp 2 | 
before his exaltatibn above every na ine 3 fo 

the methbers of that body. whereof he is't 

Head muſt have their were; ſtats, and Xo | 
conglton being lookt upon «s the filth of the  - 

world, 1-Cor. 4.13. And\whileſt Rs _ 5 


will be hovd him to reign over them ate 
lowing in voluptuouſheſs, of ſacrificih to.thei 
covetous or ambitious' deligns, and treafuring 
up wrath againſt the day, of wrath : Theſe 


to coitie, even workin Y. a theit on Pos Var 
uffered, they ſhitl Feihns 
and 


ah; ; and then having 


- 


”” *and appear! with him in glory when he ſhall 
* come tobe glorifiedin his Saints, -Col. 3, 2. 


Now this life is our-working-day + the Sbbarh 
will-come, that great/Fabilee, when the/Trum- 


pet ſhall ſound a Qarerus to the Saints, and 
proclaim the glorious liberty of the Sons of 
God, and all that have their names inrolled in 
*- the Book of Life ſhall enter into everlaſtin 
* Teſt; but. we muſt-paſs: the Wilderneſs before 
' _  wecan gain admittance into this (anaar ; we 
muſt 742 if we would obtaiz we muſt fight 
the good fight. before we can-. expe this 
Crown we muſt be working out our falva- 
tion here, if we would enjoy it hereafter. 


Three things in general are preſented in 
" theſe words: 


1, The weight of this work. —_ 

_ - 2-. Some preparations: A great work can- 
not; be accompliſhed without due prepara- 
cions. } | 
_ 3; The work 5: ſelf, that the Apoſtle in- 
tends. - PO I hh 
Firſt, to demonſtrate this to be a great and 
weighty work, Obſerve, 

Demonſtration 1. Mans Salvation, accord- 
ing .t6 the Decrees of Heaven, was deligned 
by God -in all his chief works done for Fs 
a4 + | I 


þ ; 
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from the foundation of the world: in-the © 


giving of a righteous Law, the Lord diſcovered 
unto man the exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin, that 
he might not periſhin it, but know himſelf an 
undone creature, and ſo by a School-maſter be - 
brought unto Chriſt, Row. 7. 13. Gal..z. 24. 
In that ineſtimable gift of his Son, his ſcope was 
Mans Salvation ; for he ſent not his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through him might be ſaved, John 3. 17. 
He being the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the ſins of the world by the ſacrifice of. hi 
ſelf, whereby a word 'of peace was preached, 
which did tend to Salvation, A. 13. 26. 
Epheſ. 2, 17. Which word being received, þe- 
gets Faith in the heart, and humbles. the, ſoul 
by true repentance to life > which faith and re- 
pentance are proved by a ge 1g change of 
heart and life from evil to good, when fin is 
hated, and the commands of God obeyed, and 
then the Spirit of God is promiſed, Prov. x. 
23. which was experienced by Believers, Eph. 
i. 13. which the Lord obtained and accom- 
pliſhed when he aſcended, and led captivity cap- 
tive, and received gifts for men : Thus we ſee 
all theſe great Works of God for man, when he 
gaye him a Law, ſent him a Saviour, -and pro» 
miſed him his Holy Spirit, .do all concenter and 
defign to accompliſh Mans Salvation. 


Fad C Demonſir. 2. 
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Demonſtr. 2. The beginning of this work 
mgkes joy in Heaven, even when a finner re- 
pents, which is one of the firſt ſteps to Life, 
Luke 15- 7. It muſt be a thing of weighty con- 
cernment which mazes thoſe bleſſed [ntelleftual* 
Eſſences clap their wings and rejoice ; for their 

rinciples being more pure than mans in his fal- 
len ſtate, their love centers not alone in felf- 
concerns, but delights to look with admiration 
into the work of mans redemption, and to mi- 
nifter unto them that ſhall be heirs of ſalvation, 
1 Pet.' 1. 12. Heb. 1. 14. And as they attended 
on our Lord when he was here below in the 
likeneſs of a man, at. 4. 11. Luke 22.43. So 
when he ſhall appear again, they ſhall gather 
his Ele with all readineſs, that they may be 
with them'in Glory, Mat: 24. 31. 

Demouſtr. 3. The beſt and wiſeſt men in all 
ages made it their chief work, : Thus the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews informs us, That all thoſe pri- 
mitive Hero's and worthy Elders were ſtran- 
gers on the earth, and made it their main Im- 
 ployment to ſeek a City above, whoſe Builder 
was God ; and died in Faith, that they ſhould 
enjoyit, Heb. 11.13. Fob, who feared God 
and was accepted, made it his chief bufineſs 
to keep Gods Law, Fob 23. 12. So did Da- 
vid likewiſe, and Paul, and all the Saints, Pad. 
18. 22, Phil, 3, 20, | | 


ny ; 
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4. Demonſtr. The greateſt Promiſes in all 

Gods Book, are made to them that by faith, 
loveand holy obedience, arg,working out their 
Salvation. lt is therefore a work of concern- 
ment ; The Lord bids the Prophet affure the 
 . - righteous that it-ſhall be well with them, Ila. 3. 

| 10, The time when this comfortable meſſage 
was ſent, was when the Lord was declatin 

| great judgments, as appears from the' fi 
verſe to the tenth 3 yet that no tidings might . 
diſquiet a godly Soul, in the midft of threat- 
ning he proclaims ſafety to the righteous : The 
promiſe of Gods preſence, which is an} un- 
ſpeakable priviledg, is to them, Jobs 14. 23. 
Rev. 3.20. . And as he will be with them here, 
ſo ſhall they only be witch him in glory here- 
after for evermore ; - For only he ſhall enter in-' 
to Heaven, that doth the will of God which 
& in Heaven, Matt. 5. 21, And none but 
he that doth the will of God abideth for 
ever. 

5. Demonſtr. All that in this life 'are not 
imployed in this'work according tothe means 
allowed them, are under the dreadful threat- 
nings of woe and miſery for evermore; Hethat 
faith he ſhall have peace, and yet walketh in 
the imaginations of his own hear, all the curſes 
that are writteh in the Book ſhall lye. upon 
him, "Dex. 29; 20. And Indignation and wrath 


ll " catnd ae Fan Rom, 2. 8. 
2 . 7 


. 
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'And the Lord ſhall be revealed from Heaven 
in flaming. fire, rendring vengeance ou them that g 
knaw . not God and. obey not the Goſpel of Feſus 
Chr iſts » 7 
»/* Thus we fee this working out our Salvation 
3s of snfinite.. moment and neceſſity 5 now the 
greater a work is, the more need there is of 
preparations to it; the more difficulties. it 
Meets with, the more we ſhould” labour after 
ſpiritual advantages. Fehoſhaphat is commend- 
ed that there were ſome good things in him, 
in that he prepared himſelf ta ſeek the Lord, 
2 Chron. 19.'3- And.'he- that prepares him- 
£lf to ſerye the Lord, his age ſhall be clearer 
than the noon-day , he ſhall ſbine forth as the 
wornmg, fob 11. 17. ' -* 

[Let me therefore preſent you with a few 
Rules preparatiye to a Salyation-work. - - 

I: Seriouſteſs of Spiris '5, To be really 
pondering aud ſetting our. hearts,in good car- 
neſt on the duties of Religion 5 as devout Cor- 
zelius, when he intended to'cloſe in with Gods 
Counſel, was {erious about, ſo, weighty a mat- 
ter, and folemnly, with: his-religious Friends, 
waited for: :an:anſ{wer from. the Lord z. and 
when Perer-came, readily {aid to him, We are 
all here before:God, to bear all. things that. are 
commanded thee of Goa, A. 10. 33, This {&- 
tious preparation; had a bleſſed eyent, even the 


Sift of theHoly-Gha' Yorſe-44- - -- Yu 
2. Rules 
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2: Retired meditation, is a good preparation 
to a'work'of Grace; the heart ruſt be called 
back from worldly rovings, to mind the end of 
its Creation, that it was not to buy and” fell; 
. to eit and drink, much leſs to riot and wani- - 
tonize, -to dote on- the world, and live to'the | 
, fleſh; but to ſerve the Lord in ſpirit and truth; 
10" he mortifying fin and getting grace to 
ſanRike the heart," that body and ſpirit mighr 
he prefented a living Sacrifice holy and accepta- 
ble, Row: 12. 1, David did experience 'that 
meditation was a preparation to heavenly wit 
dom ,' P/al. 110. 909. © And - Paul: commands 
Timothy for the better performing his duty, to 
exerciſe his meditation, 1 Tim, 4. ry. That 
Soul -that dothnot eonfider his ways; /and me- 
ditate on his own ſtate, and Gods Word, 'is 
not ſenfible of the danger of his condition, but 
goeth like an Oxe" td the flavghter, not know- 
ing but -that all is welt; rill it drop-into per- 
dition.” Fob 34. 275: Hoſea 7.2. | 

3. We muſt get a high eſteem of vertur and 
faith of godlineſs and a holy life ; for if we ad- 
mit .to-lodge in us any fizhe or Tow'thoughts, ._ 
of Gods Law, or any particular precept there- \, 

of, it will be ſuch a Remora or Rop ' that whilft* 
it remains, our progreſs will be but: flow and' 
faint, nothing will be done to any purpoſe; it 
 ſews the mind-is not yet upon | heavenly 
things 5 if it were, all Gods Law would appear 
C3 with 
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with raviſhing beauty., and admirable excel- 
y, which would bring the foul to value it 
at no leſs rate than David, Pal. 119. 129. or 
Moſes, who eſteemed the very reproach caft on 
them that follow Gods Commands , greater 
riches than the treaſures of Egypr, Heb. 114.26. 
How can Souls be fitted to 1erve the Lord, 
when they account his ways wherein they 
ſhould ſerve him mean and. contemptible, and 
their hearts ſecretly deſpiſe them ? That Soul 
1s not .yet prepared to. work out its Salvation, 
that ſets a greater eſteem. on the worlds gilded 
baits and painted glories, pleaſures, riches, or 
honour,. than on the ways and ordinances of 
God. which are the paths that lead to the 
treaſures of, Eternity, and never-fading regi- 
ons of. felicity. ' 
. 4+ When we are preparing for this-great 
work, we uſt ſearch out the. ſecret ſous, ran- 
ſack the privy cloſets and remoteſt receſſes of 
the heart, find out that natural filth that lodg- 
eth there, that hiddez pride that will not let 
us obey thoſe ſelf-denying Fy Anj-nger Tame 
that ſecret covetouſneſs that is ſcarce willing to 
part with any thing, much leſs with all things 
for Chriſt, thoſe private laſts that whiſper in 
our boſoms,. and tell us the way of life is too 
ſtrait, we cannot go therein; theſe Vipers we 
muſt find out and cruſh, theſe Cockatrices we 
muſt deſtroy. The Lord ſpeaks to 1/ract, ut 
+. He ring TL Þ whith, 


when they ſhould be jn a returning ſtate, they 3 


ſhould remember their own evil ways and /oath 
themſelves, Ezek. 36. 31. - So when the Mini- 
ſters of the Golpel were preparing a people 
for Salvation, they firſt endeavoured to bring 
them to a fight of fin, and to humiliation for 
it, to repentance, which is to forſake it, and 
clear themſelves of old Leaven, that they 
might be a new lump 5 for it is impoſſible to 
ſerve the Lord acceptably, ſo long as there re- 
mains a habit of old unmortified corruptions z 
And this is one Reaſon that there are {o many 
dead Branches amongſt congregated Churches, 
becauſe they have been perſwaded with much 
earneſtnefs to come into Communion-1n wſeble 
Ordinances, before (in was ſufficiently ſearched 
after, found out and crucified ;. Therefore, let 
all that would have perſons prepared,before ad-. 
mitted bring them to be thrqughly aſhamed 
of their fin, before they ſhew them'the pattern 
of. the hoſe, Ezck. 43. 11+. ſoastolet themin- 
co the ſame. ” a 


ed is, The work, that the ſpirit intends. 
Exhortation is large, and comprehends;*,; 
Chriſtian Duties. ' | (hall ſum up wha 1 haff 
ſpeak to it, in Three Heads: - | 


_ .. If. A -Soul-faviog, purifying, juſtifying 
Faub. | 
Rn * " rb 2dly, A 


Dot, 3. The third particular te be 5g 
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2dly. A daily work of watchfulneſs and 
portification. 
zaly. To follow God as dear ang obedient 
Children, and walk in all well-pleaſingneſs 
with him. 

Firſt, Faith is the grounded eApprehenſion of 
things unſeen; the Evidence of things hoped 
for 3.it-hath a fure foundation, the Lord God 
Almighty, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt is the ob- 
jc& we believe in: For an inſtrument to -con- 
vey Faith to the Soul and faſten it there, we 
have a ſure and moſt certain word of promiſe, 
2 Pet. 1. 19. Thereis a Believing that God &, 
and Chriſt is; and there is a believing that we 
ſhall be ſaved by him, the Soul accepting Chriſt 
and reſting on him for Life ; this is bottom'd 
on the faithfulneſs of God, who ſaith, That 
whoſoever believeth on him ſhall not periſh but 
have everlaſting life, Joh. 3. 16. To believe 
that we, our particular perſons ſhall be ſaved, is 
a Reflex A of Faith, and hath its founda- 
tion partly on Gods word, an@ partly on Gods 
work in the Soul : when they are made ſenſible 

-wof a ſtate of regeneration and petſeverance 
JE" in them, through Grace, being juſti- 
by Faith , 'they haye peace with God ; 
they believe they ſhall be ſaved, ſor they feel 
their. Souls purified ; they walk not after the 
efh., but after the ſpirit; they believe they - 
(hall reap in mercy, for they know that pry 
alc 


ih 
have ſown in righteouſneſs ; and finding their 
Souls firmly joyned to the Lord, they have a 
moſt ſweet Communion, and Soulrefreſhing 
fellowſhip in all his Ordinances, and conclude 
that nothing ſhall ſeparate them from Chriſt, 
Rom.8, 39. 

Now this Faith is no Fancy, not an Hiftori- 
cal probability, not only a credible notion; or 
plauſible yet groundlefs conceit 5 no *tis a cer- 
tainty, thence called the aſſurance of Faith, 
" more ſure than any demonſtration ; for *tis an' 
infallible truth that God will make good his 
Word : *Tis true, there is in too many 4 far- 
cy, that is taken for Faith, whereby their poor 
{fouls are deceived ; That is, when men believe 
they ſhall be ſaved and are not ſan#ified, when 
they expeCt to reft with Chriſt that would not' 
work. with Chriſt, ſuch as fay they do not fear 
but they ſhall go ro Heaven, and yet never 
had their Converſation in Heaven ; who hope 
to dwell with Saints in Heaven, and yet tram- 
ple on, and deſpile the name and properties of 
Saints on Earth; walking in the ſinful ways of 
the multitude, yet conceiting they ſhall be of 
Chriſts /zttle flock, whoſe Fathers will it is tos 
give them the Kingdom, though the Father 
himſelf faith, ſuch as theſe perſons really are, 
ſhall not enter into his Kingdom, 1Cor. 6.11, 
. Alas! how deplorably are theſe creatures de» 
cyyed ! As the Heathens made no paſſage into 


the 
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the Temple of Honour but through that of 


Virtue; {o there is no entrance but through 
Grace into Glory. Is the Word of God true ? 
Then no unclean thing ſhall enter into the new 
Ferauſalem, And what then is the Belief of 
theſe men ? No other but alye, a meer fancy, 
and moſt dangerous cheat; for *tis a woful 
Rate to be given over to belzeve a lye, 2 Thel, 
2, Il- 

Secondly , In order to the working out of 
our Salvation, there muſt be a watchful work 
of Mortification, of which work the Scripture 
faith, ortify your members which are on the 
Earth z and the Grace of God that brings Sal- 
vation hath appeared, reaching us to deny un- 
godlineſs and worlaly laſts, Col. 3. 5. Tit. 2.12. 
One of the firſt works of Grace in a Soul, is 
to diſcover fin to be an enemy ; the next, to 
deal with it as an enemy, to watch over it, leſt 
it ſecretly and deceitfully murther your ſouls, 
when you are a ſleep in ſecurity, and thou 
awake not until God have given thee over to 
dye in thy ſins, and fo diſcern not thy condi- 
tion tilt thou art ſummoned to judgment : They 
*, that are Chriſts have crucified the fleſh, with 
the affe&ions and the luſts thereof, Gal. 5. 24. 

A Soul in this work of Mortification, gets 
a willingneſs to be rid of af ſin, without hide- 


ing or extenuating it ; and a reſolution ro do 


Gods work, when he is heying down eyery 
+ in- 
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imagination that exalts it ſelf againſt Chriſt, 
A well mortifying Soul will not ſuffer | my 
known fin to reign one hour, leſt it ſhould be 
its laſt hour, or its hardening hour ; he dares 
not diſpleaſe his God, by permitting his.e 

C that he hates) to raign where the Lord alone 
ſhould rule, leſt the Lord ſhould withdraw 
himſelf in his Grace ; for the Lord is a jealous 
God and will not be mocked, Foſb. 24. 19, 
There is in every regenerate Soul a ſpirizual 
warfare between fleſh and Iipifit, Gal. 5." 193 
And he that overcometh ſhall inherit all things; 
Rev. 21. 7 | D 
But what, alas! what do thoſe for their 
Souls, that will not be exhorted nor intreated 
from the. crooked ways of fin ? They ate even 
treaſuring up wrath againſt the day of wrath. 
If any be fo bold, to tell ſome men'of their fins, 
and prove to their faces, that they will bs 
their eternal. ruine in the end z their -ofily 
amendment is to bare their Reprovers and Ad- 
moniſhersz Tell others, and they will excuſe 
their fins, and tell you they are #s ſns,- their - 
Pride is only neatzeſs and decency, their Co- 
vetouſneſs, good husbandry, &c. or at leaſt 
they are but btele venial fins, tricks of youth 
or good-fellowſhip, and others do as bad of 
worſe, and therefore they hope they ſhall do 


. well enough; Some being reproved, will be ſo 


modeſt as to promiſe to leave them, but" they 
... never 
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niver Tet about the work, but go on day after 
day till.2/'their days are gone, and when the 
night of death ( wherein no man can work }) 
1s; come upon them, their work is undone ; 
alltheſe are in a. woſul caſe and much- to be = 
mented. 

- Thirdly, To walk with God, Mic, 6. 8. In 
all-\his Commandments and appointments that 
he hath requircd-his people to walk in, and fo 
ſhew forth their willing obedience. When 
the Lord. called: his ancient people to partake 
of- ſpecial benefits, he called Adoſes out of 
Midian, and all Iſrael out of Epypt, that to« 
gether Gods Congregation might go. to Ca- 
#aan, there to worſhip God according to his 
' Law, and no wncircumciſed perion'muſt eat of 
their Paſſover ; but they under that diſpenſa- 
tio! of, the Old Teſtament were gathered by 
themfelves, and held communion in the Ordi- 
nances-of their God, and were not reckoned 
amongſt the Nations. 

So.in the ew-Teſtament, wii; our Lord 
Jeſus fent' his Apoſtles to Diſciple the Nations, 
they in obedience to their Lord, went forth 
and Preached that Jeſus was the Chriſt and Sa- 
viour of the World, Matt. 28. 19. Mark 16. 
20,, And when perſons believed in the Lord 
their Redeemer , and repented of their ins, 
they were Baptized into him in whom they 

believed, Afs8. 12, and 38. And Chap. 16, 
| I5,and 
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15, and .33. : And being thus gathered intg 
Chriſts fold, they were no more to-live to them 
ſelves, but to him that died for them, ,and 
roſe again, Rom, 14. Neither are they” their 
own, for [they are bought with a. price, .and 
being baptized into his death, muſt be dead to 
ſin, and walk in newneſs of life, Rows. 6. And 
the Lord. having by his Meſſengers gathered 
his Children unto himſelf in a Goſpel-Covenant, 
gave them Paſtors and Teachers gifted by his 
own Spirit, to be their Overſeers, and feed 
* them with the Word of God, that no fleſh 
”might glory, but God might be glorified in 
all things, and that this flock of Chriſt being 
taught of God, might be built up in their moſt 
Holy Faith, and grow up. a Holy Temple in 
the Lord, Epheſ. 2.22. As it is written, Be 
ye boly for 1 am holy, 1 Pet. 1. 16. And that 
they may be ſo, they are commanded to add 
unto. their Faith, Yertxe, and to vertue kyow- 
ledg and temperance , patience, godlineſs, bro- 
therly-kindneſs and charity. That fo an en- 
trance might be adminiſtred into the everlaſt- 
Jing Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus, -2 Pet. 1, 
And thus they were to continue in the Apoſtles, 
Dottrine and;Fellowſhip in breaking Bread and 
Prayers, AQts 2,42. and to be as a Vineyard 
.of the Lord, | bringing forth fruit to his Glory, 
Fol 15. -8.+ Being the Light of the world, 
Ahe  Z:bar ppd Ray. of truth, 175m. 3. 15, 
Wy And 
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© And thus being ſanRified in Holineſs, they 
become a Royal Prieſthood to offer up ſpiri- 
pe ſacrifice , acceptable and well-pleafing to 
God. 
Theſe are the footſteps of the Goſpel Church 
in het morning-dreſs of primitive purity, and 
beauty; and her Lord hath ſaid, Thar he is 
as'a man” going a far journey , and hath ap- 
'pPointed every wan his work, and at his re- 
turn will blets that ſervant whom he ſhall find 
Jo doing, Matk 13. 34. Matr. 24. 46. 
. If then that good old way is to be walked in 
until the Lord come, by all that expe to 
receive a bleſſing, and ro behold his face with 
joy and not with terror, 1 ſhall preſent to every 
tahs Conſcience ' theſe Two moſt important 
and neceſſary Queries : 1. Whether this courſe 
of Piety which 1 have here briefly fet before 
you, be not that very way which the Primitive 
Church walked in? 2, Whether thoſe many 
' whio now a days call themſelves Chriftians do 
{walk ? or rather, whether their lives be not 
quire contrary, asif they were the Antipodes 
to the other ? and though they retain the ſame 
name , one would think they had found out 
ſame other Goſpel to regulate their converfa- 
tions by z ſpeak now Conſcience, and' move 
them to reform anJ renew, ant be Chriſtians 
indeed, and not in name only, left God' ſpeak, 
and ſay, he owns them not, wheniit is too late 
| ; | 
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to return. Can it poſſibly be imagined, That 
the Lord would give Laws and Ordinances 
with an heavenly authority, and confirm them 
with ſo many miracles, and call ſo many of his 
dear Servants to lay down their /zves in defence 
of thoſe truths, and yet in after Generations 
would Icaye it to man to wal after the devices 
and deſires of their own hearts, and live like 
Libertines, as if barely to know that there is a 
God and a Chriſt, were ſufficient Religion for 
a Chriſtian now, which wis lo ſtri&# and 
a profeſſion of old ? Doth any Word of God 
ſay , that he hath ſet open a wider Gate to 
Life, than was then declared ? or rather have 
not mens corrupt hearts imagined the way 
broader than Scripture limits, on purpoſe to 
flatter their vile affettions, indulge themſelves 
in fin, and filence an accuſing Conſcience, left 
they ſhould find remorte ? But how ingenious 
loever they may be to cheat themſelyes into 
damnation, and whatſoever devices they have 
to betray their poor Souls ro an eternal death, 
with fair prerences of Reaſon ( like that Phyfi- 
tian who boaſted he had kd his patient with 
the beſt method in the world ) yer we myſt 
know, that that very Word which is preſcribed” 
to be our Rule of life here, is the ſame by 
which we muſt be judged hereafter ; and rhen 
' all menſhall find, That Gods word, his.ways,' 
an precepts, and all Goſpel-Ordinances are 
: the 
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the ſame; and that men muſt account for the 
breach thereof, or not being obedient there- 
unto; For, Thoſe. that walk in crooked ways, 
the Lord ſhall lead them forth with the workgrs 
of iniquity, Plal. 125. 5- And He that hear- 
eth not that great Prophet in all things, ſhall 
be cnt off, Atts. 3 23. 

Hence then, | 

Uſe 1. If the Creature be to work out his 
Salvation by the help of Grace, this ſhould 
put us upon the work of Examination whether 
we be imploy'd therein in good earneſt, or 
not 3 therefore let every foul ſeriouſly pro- 
pound to it ſelf theſe neceſſary Queſtions. 

i. What its ſtate is; Am l regenerate and 
born again, or in a natural ſtate ? This, Sirs ! 
is of abſolute neceſſity to be known ; for, he 
that is not born again, cannot enter ito the 
kingdom of God, John 3.5. 

2, What aſſurance have we of Gods love 
and out acceptance ? Let us ſearch and exa- 
mine whether Scripture-proof be for us ; Do 
the promiſes run clear to our condition, ſtate, 
and courſe of life ? There is Grace and Mercy, 
Pardon, arid Heaven, Chriſt and Glory fully 
and moſt graciouſly offer'd ; but to whom ? 
| *Tis to thoſe that repent of their ſins and for- 
ſake them; *tis to Believers and regenerated 


ones *tis to thoſe that obey the Goſpel, and fol-. 


low the Lamb whither ſoevcr he gods ; *tis.to 
#42, -.: hall hl! thofe 


: 
} 
t 
£ 
N 


33) | 
tboſe-that deny all ungodlinefſs and _—_— 
laſts. Conſider, oh ! my Soul ! art thou fi 
an one ? Art thou in this number? If not, 
What are all theſe things to thee ? 

3, Whatis it that we are moſt in earneſt 
about, and moſt diligently and willingly im- 
ployed in, whether about /prritual affairs and 
heavenly performances, abovt Religion and ſoul- 
matters? and do our thaughts and aRions tend 
that way ? or are we not chiefly buſied in the 
hurry of the world, and things here below ? 
The Needle touch'd with the loadftone, looks 
always to the North-point ; a Soul influenced 
by true Grace, makes Religion its buſineſs, has 
its Converſation in Heaven ; thoſe that are 
working out their Salvation, make 4t.a more 
conſtant frame of life, than only to read, pray, 
or hear now and then a fit, aad-refrain from 
groſs ſcandalens fins ; they are weaned from the 
allurements, as: well as from the- pallntions: of 
the world, which they uſe.as though they 
uſed-it not; for their hearts are above: where 
their treaſure is, and from whence they expeR 
the recompence of reward. | 

- 4. Demand of thy Soul whither tho art 
going > ſay, To which Region of Eternity am T 
poſting ſo faſt; 1 am going,O my foul Homewhi- 
ther in great haſte; the ſwift Sun is as my Hour- 
galſs, meaſuring out my ſhort and fleeting tmi- 
nutss 3 I am every evening an irrecoverable days 
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Journey onward, as a Poſt, as an Eagle, as a 
' {wift'Ship my time runs, Job g. 25. Am I ſure, 
Omy.toul,that my Haven will be in Happineſs, 
{hall my next-Port be with Chriſt ? am'l fol- 
Towing his counſcls, treading his ſteps, obeying 
-his Laws ? If not, then whither am I going 
110 this journey of Mortality ? will not my 
[end be deſtruttion? The period of my Voyage, 
everlaſting Burnings : O miferable creature ! 
* *conſider thele things in time, whileſt there is 
| ——_ to redeem time by walking with 


'Vſe 2. Furthermore, here is matter of Ex- 
*hortationz Firſt to them that have ns deſpre, 
-nor uſe any: endeavours to work out their Sa]- 
-vation, but deem it ncedleſs, and a thing of the 
.leaſt concernment. Let all ſuch conſider, that 
to be ſowing to'the fleſb is death ;, that within 
alittle while, this week, or this day, for ought 
[they know,they will be in everlaſting torments; 
'and how many Worlds, if they had them, would 
'they;then' give for one day of grace, for one 

* Moment of opportunity to work out their Sal- 
vation from that bottomleſs-pit of miſcry; Con- 
-lider.this, O man ! whileſt yet thou haſt-this 
happy feaſon z make ule of the day, for the 
tight cometh wherein no man can work : Shall 
the Lord that made thee, and ſent his Son'to 
redeem thee, and would have thee ſaved, re- 
ceive {uch a Denial as this, ' Fer, 44. qr 
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thou tyilt not be ſaved, except on thine own fig- 
ful terms? it may be in words thou wilt nor 
ſay, that thou wilt not love nor ſerve Gog; 
but thy lifes amounts to fo much; thy &/obed;- 
ence ſpeaks it, thy . contempt of - the Goſpel 
ſpeaks it, thy carnal Converſation which is with- 
our God in the world faith as much; Whar 
wilt thou anſwer, it the Lord tell thee that he 
gave thee a Being where his Word wasz Caſt 
thy lot in a Land of Bibles, and thou badſt rear 
ſon,and underſtanding, given*thee to have mace 
uſe of them, as a word of eternal life ; but thou 
didſt caſt this holy precious word behind thy 
back, and didſt ſerve his and thine own moſt 
mortal Enemy, lovedlit thy luſts, the pleaſures, 
the world, more. than him ;, what. cant thou 
plead, or what excuſe wilt thou make for. thy 
ſelf in the. dreadful day of account? 'or what 
canſt thou that ſo negleQeſt or contemneſt 
Religion, now expe&, but then to hear. thar 
foul-amazing word, Depart from me thou worker 
of iniquity, Mat. 25. notwithſtanding .thoy 
didf flatter thy foul that thou hadſt a multitude 
with thee, and didft conderan the innocent, and 
refuſe to hearken.to the Counſel of Gad.:  ... 

On the other ſide, here is matter of Exhorta- 
tion to {uch.. as have. put on, Chriſt. by viſible 
profeſſion. Know ye, dear Friends! that yoy 
_are likewiſe to be exhorted, as Papi doth, here 
the Philippians, to work out your ſalvation 1 
x D 2 whuch” 
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which is the' end of your faith, the' fulneſs'6f 
-your joy ; 'Be ye holy in all manner of 'conver- 
ſation, walk circumipeRly in yourlife 5//if-you 
have-put 6n' Chriſt, you muſt be dead"to ſin; 
'you muſt not ſpeak as others, nor [ve as others, 
for your lives muſt be harmleſs, pure and inno- 
rant 5 your words ſavoury, ſeaſoned as with ſalt, 
and adminiſtring Grace to the hearers;, your af- 
fe&ions muſt be above, your delight in Gods 
Law ; your love muſt-be to 'God, to Chriſt, 
to Chriſtians, yea to all the Children of men 
your warfare\ muſt be ſpiritual, reſiſting, over- 
coining-and putting to flight all the powers of 
aarkneſs; making ſtrait ſteps to your feet, that . 
you be not turned out of the way of Truth 
and Holineſs, to the right hand, or to theleft ; 
you are in Gods Vineyard, therefore you. 
work -diligently 3 your Lords Eye is 
upon you; you are playing a prize of Urtory, 
wreſtling for an ImmortalCrown ;, you are ob- 
Terved both by Angels and Mex, and a Book of 
Remembrance 1s written, and all will be brought 
to tryalere long ; therefore keep up your re- 
ſolutions, flag not in duty, regard not the vain 
ſeducements of 'a periſhing world, but let every 
day" beſo paſſed in Chriſtian performances, as 
if it were to' be the laft day ; fo, when the'laft 
day ſhall come, it will be a day of comfort, and 
not of terror, | 
| . For 
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For your Encouragement: 

. Motive 1, Conſider, your work is-not the 
bardeſt, in-reſpe& of the ſufferings that Gods 
Servants, have/been brought to; the Writing to 
the Hebrews, ſhews us how thoſe Worthies of 
old wandred.in ſheep-skins and goat-shins, de- 
ſtitute, afflified and tormemed; and ſince that 
time,how. many crxeltzes hath the malice of men 
invented ta torture the dear Servants of God, 
the Hiſtories of; all Ages declare :; and yet the 
Lord hath cauſed his people of this Generation 
to have ſuch light affiittions, as few Ages wherer 
in there were 10. many that, did imbrace Truth) 
can parallel ; ang.if.the Lord provoked by our 
wnfruitfulpeſs and. nntbankfulneſs, ſhould bring 
hispeoplc- to aceper ſufferings, he- would but 
poFthem amongſt thar bleſſed number, Kev. 7, 
that came out of great tribulation, and 

pe waſhed their robes in the blood of. the Lamb, 
and.whom the Lamb which is in the midſt-of the 
Throne will feed, and lead, them to fountains of 
waters , and Gog:ſhall, wipe all tears from their 
EYES» 


Met. 2, Conſider, that delgys in this great 
work are unſpeakably dangerons, for if the 
time allotted- to each man and woman be not 
+ laid. hold on, and improved, then this Salva- 
tign-work cannot be done for ever ; if once the 
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day of Grace be gone, that the righteous Lord 
ſay, Let'not that ſoul have any more faving- 
grace offered it ; but, that that dieth, let it dye, 
'Zachar. 11 9. or ſentence it to be cut dowr as 
cumbering' the ground, Lake 13. 9. How ſad 
and deplorable will be the condition of that ſoul? 
and how knoweth the youngeſt or ſtrongeſt, how 
foon death may have its commiſſion to go to 
that man or woman, and'\ſummon them to judg- 
. wzent, and the Lord write a Mene Tekel upoa 
their Lives, 4s on Belſhazzars, Dan. 5.26. even 
In the midſt of their feaſts and revellings ? for 
as Fob ſaith, When they leaſt think it, then death 
kite a tempeſt ſtealeth them away, Job. 27.20. 
TTis a fatat preſumption to put off 10 important 
a work to another day; how knowelt thou that 
God will afford thee another day? and do not 
many procraſtinate and put off ſo one day af- 
ter another, till at laſt their lait day comes and 
furprizes them before they have done any thing 
efteftually in order to their Salvation ? There- 
fore the Holy Ghoſt ſtith, TÞ day if you wit 
bear his voice, harden not your heart , for though 
true repentance is never too late, yet late repen- 
Faxce is ſeldom true. *Twete a wretched per- 
verineſs if any ſhould think it too long to bein 
Gods ſervice, if they ſhould begin betimes, and 
live to old Age. The Reverend Polycarpus that - 
_ived in the Primitive Age, and is ſaid to have 
been an Hearer of $t; Fohn, was far from t!veh 
£ a thought z | 
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a thought ; when being by threats and intrea- 
ties tempted to deny Chriſt : He anſwered, 
Eighty and ſix years have 1 ſerved. him, and 
wanted nothing , and therefore God forbid that 1 
. ſbould now for ſake him. Alas! Soul, canft. thou 
' not afford the Lord- fifty or ſixty years ſervice 
in ſuch imperfe&# manner as the beſt of men are 
able to perform it in, and the Lord hath af- 
forded thee Glory, Honour and Joy for ever 
and ever ? Itis an undervaluing of thoſe rich 
Goſpel-promiſes, for which the Piety; nay the 
continued Martyrdom of Ten thouland Ages 
were not a proportionable exchange ;, therefore 
begin to live betimes, for a man.in a natural ſtate 
is rather to be lookt upon dying.than living 3 
they only may be ſaid to live, that live to.Godz 
ſo that many old people may have it written 
upon their Tombs, Theſe never lived inleed : 
As it was on the Tomb of Ssmilis, Here he lies 
that was ſeventy years, but lived but ſeven. 


HMot. 3. Conſider what it is, that is to be 
worked out, even SALFYV ATION ; Men you 
know in their labours have reſpe& unto the 
thing labour'd for ; which if it be advantageous 
and great, they are then incouraged, notwith- 
ſtanding the work prove hard, tedious or diff 
cult to go on, becauſe when their end is once 
_ Obtained, it will make them rich. - Well, Sirs ! 
tire are: everlaſting riches for you, Prov. 8.48, 
S D 4 Al 
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Al is yours, if you be (lifts, 1 Cor. 3. 22. 
The Confideration of which woderful love of 
God, in providing the riches of glory, the 


Prepared from. the foundation of the 
World, and: declared now in Gofpet-times 
more plainly than under the Law, Ephef. 3.5. 
This, I ſay, doth ſo much the more require and | 
engage the creature to love the Lord, whorhath 
fo loved loſt man; And who would not re- 
ceive this fo great Salvation upon Gods own 
germs, which are Covenant-terms ? 2 Cor. 6. 
17s IF men could have it upon their own rerms, 
many would accept of it; but when they 
hear that they: muſt deny themſelves, and take 
up their Croſrand follow Chriſt, as ar. 16. 
24. ther they are ſad, like the young man, 
19: 22; Being not willing to leave their 
5 and worldly enjoyments, and an eaſfe cuſto- 
wary. Notion.of Religion, for the life and-pawer 
of it; in 2fortsfication, Charity and Holineſs ; 
they would Rezgz with Chriſt, but would not 

fer with him 5 willing many are to:have this 
precious. Salvation, if, the way to obtain it 
were a mar and broad way ; but if there-muſt 
beſo much ſtri&eſs and Mortification, fo much 
ſpirituality. and holineſs af life 3 then they con- 

er with fteſb and blood, and carnal men, and -xe- 
folve to ventare without. a. Stripture-warrant 
for eternal life, upon a - ſuppoſition that God 
may have mercy upon them without a p_ 
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na nſt' bis own word; which witneſſe 
pr abr rnd none ſhall ſee- God ;, a 
then leaſt Conſcience ſhould: awake and 'tell 
them, that their tuppolition will deceive them, 
they endeavour to keep it quiet by felf-flatterieh, 

"md little oweſide performances ; 2 little Zealy a 
little grace ſerves their -turn, which ipdeed 
none at all, their Converſation is looſe, andthey 
will muſter up excuſes for ſins, and plead for 
negle& of Duty, as if a luke-warmſtate were . 
be: or quite cold, well enough ; and ſo wither - 
ing and hardening by degrees, they become al- 
ways Prattical, and oft-times Dogmatical 
Atheiſts, and with Davids Fool ſay in their 
hearts at leaſt, if not with their lips, That there 
# no God. But tell me ſeriouſly, Beloved ! did 
you ever hear a dying man complain, that he 
had been top diligent about his Salvation , that 
he had ſpent more time than neededin the Lords 
ſervice , that he had been zoo pure, too holy, 
or had got too much grace and aſſurance of 
Gods love? Certainly no. Ear could ever 
witneſs ſuch a complaint 3 but every days wo- 
ful experience, makes us hear many that have 
bowled on their beds, as the Prophet ſpeaks, * 
Hoſ. 57. 14. for want of Holineſs, faith and 
allurance- of- the love of God. O then, how 
they bewail their zeglet# of opportunities ! 
how they contemn all that they fo greedily 
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purſued before, finding. it now to be of no v4- 
Ixe-in that hour of diſtreſs! Then all they 
had, would they have given for a ſealed Evi- 
dence for Heaven * Then Crowns and King- * 
doms would be parted with, for a certain hppe 
of Salvation ! Therefore, Seek the Lord whilef 
be may be found, call upon him whileſt he is near, 
Ifa. 55: 6. 
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Matt. VII. 21. 


Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, / 


| Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdom-of 
Heaven ;, but he that doth the will -0 
my Father which is in Heaven. | © 


HE Words are part of the beft Ser; 
mon that ever was Preached in the 
World, viz. That delivered” by aur 


blefſed Saviour in the Mount; He - 


who ſpake as never man ſpake', and taught 4s 
- one baving authority, and not as the Scribes. In 
this Sermon the Lord ſpeaks many gracious 
words to plant and cheriſh Faith, Chap. 6. 25. 
And alſo to inſtru them to a good Converſa- 
tion, (hap 5. 13 14, 15, 16. nd to dire& 
them in their worſhip, Chap. 6. 5, to 13.” He 
doth likewiſe inform them of future jadement, 
- At the end of this 7th Chap. from this 21. 'v. 
Þhat men might kzow Gods Will, and dozt, and 
not periſh, bur be like a man that prudently —_ 
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his houſe upon a rock, which when the winds 
blew, and the floods came, fell met. 

The obſervation I. ſhall make at preſent 
from the Text,_is this ; 
.: That many will miſs of Eternal Life 
in the day of Tryal, that did expeft it. 
_* This ſeems to be intended by tho'e words in 
Luke 1 ;. 24, Many will ſeek. to enter in, and 
ſhall not be able; So in Matt. 25. 11, Weread 
that thoſe called fooliſh Virgins come and call 
with ſome ſeeming confidence, and yet they 
are denied; and this further appears, in that 
we are: told of many that have an expetFation, 
and yer both it and they muſt persſb,.. Prov. 11. 
28, Fob 8.13. Now this expettation or de- 
ceitful hope is grounded upon-zgnorance, when 
Sovils miſtake about the condition of the Promi- 
ſes, whilſt the natural-man doth not: diſcern the 
things of God, 2 Cor. 3. There is a Vail 
ſpread over all Nations, even natural darkneſs, 
which'the Lord will take off in that day, 1/a. 
25-7- So that men in a natural. condition are 
ignorant of the. way of life, until the true 
bght prevails, which doth in a meaſure light- 
en the Soul, 17Fobr 2.5. 2 (ar.4, 6. Which 
being made /zghr through the word, doth 
then diſcern the-path of Salvation, and hath a 
hight by Faith of hgavenly.things, and genteth 
+ lively hope, and.;haying this. hope, purifierh 
honolf 4s be is pure, 1 Joh» 3. 3. Wn 
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hope is-an Anchor of the Soul; and brings bim 

"to enter within the Vail, | Heb,/6 19, 1h 
'Themore particular Caufes of mens being 
miſtaken -in fo-great. and weighty; a 
- - matter as their own ſtate toall;eterni- 

ty, are. BCOiq 
Reaſ. 1. When men live where GodsWord 
is in their-own Tongue, -and:;yet remainiotheir 
natural 'ipmoyence, it is, .becauſe they Jo! not 
ſo love light as to: come unto it, Fohn -3;; 20» 
"The Lord having: given :it to. be. as a hamp.$0 
guide us+to life 3 it men will not receive 1if.4n 
truth and a perfe& heart,” they remain.with- 
out the true ſaving light, as the Lord-declargs, 
Iſa. 8. 20. Did men | acquaint themfelyes 
with Gods will revealed in his Word., they 
would know upon what conditions the Lord-had 
made promite of accepting his creature;g.and 
not ſo miſtake about their own.intereſt thereip, 
but diſcern how | their ſtate were z- and finding 
it dangerous and deplorable,:would ſeek more 
diligently to ſecure their Souls, and work-out 
their Salvation: according to the Goſpel:gffters, 
and Gods own moſt free and gracious, yet ſtill 
Covenant-preſcriptions. ; hgh 
Reaſ. 2, Is becauſe men” are many times 
Content in a nataral ſtate , purpofing to-be-as 


they are ; Let Scripture ſpeak never to plain. to 


them, yeaſo direly and expreſly as if-it.ſpake 
tpthem by name, and told.themthey:werenbe 
J very 
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very perlons that deceived themlelves' by a 
forced and fained hope ; yet will they not be- 
 lieve but al w well with them, they will ve as 
* they. have done, and die as they live, making it 
the leaſt of all their care to do the Will of 
_ God, and theleaſt of their fear to miſs of Life 
Eternal, | FEI 

Reaſ. 3. The Example of the multitude that 
- paſs the broad way, caulſeth Souls to think an 
vil caſe to be ſafe, becauſe there are ſo many 
"with'them: And therefore if they are warned 
.of the danger, they will ſay, they lve as well 
"4s their neighbogrs z that multitudes. go with 
-rthem ; they ſhall ſpeed as well as the reſt; and 
they hope God will not give denial to ſo many, 
/and -fuch great ones, and mighty onzs; not 
conſidering that God has expreſly forewarn'd 
- them of this very matter —T hou ſhalt not fol- 
low a multitude to do evil: and hath declared to 
them, that wide i the Gate that leadeth to de- 
ftruftion, and many go mm thereat : And that 
even after he was aſcended, our Lord hath pur- 
-poſely ſent from Heaven to acquaint ' them, 
That when he ſhall come again, the great men, 
ard the rich men, and the mighty men ſhall hide 
themſelves, and call on the rocks to fall on them, 
and cover them from the face of him that ſutteth 
on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 
Rev. 6. 15. Hear, O Soul! and conſider 


- what {mall comfort thy multitude will be to 
| thee 


vx 


[47] 
thee in that day, and thy great and mighty 
ones whom thou didft follow ; Thy company 
being great and mwumerous will make that Fire 
no cooler, than adding a great ſtack of Fewel 
makes common fire weaker, but on the con- 
trary will be an aggravation of your Tor- 
ments. F 
Reaſ. 4+ Dependance on the name only of 
Chriſtianity makes perſons miſtake their condi- 
tion, when ſomething is done that is counted 
Religion; as ſome think it -much conduces-to- 
wards their Salvation to be born in a Country 
that acknowledges Chriſt, and owns the Scrip- 
tares; and indeed, this is a rich and precious prz- 
viledg, if it be improved; but if men have no 
more to plead, than that they knew there:was 
a God and a Saviour, and that the Scripture 
was Gods Word, this will be. very infufhcient;; 
' for here are ſome, yea, many that. have much 
more to alledge, and ſhall.fay, that they have 
propheſied.in Chriſts name, and in bis name have 
done many wonderful works. and yet even they 
may not enter in; He never knew them, v.22. 
And the word of Truth fairh, That he that 
faith he knoweth God, and keepeth not bis (om- 
manaments, is a Liar, 1 Joh. 2. 4+ 1/rael of 
old were apt to {peak peace to themſelves upon 
this account, yet it ſtood them in ,no ſtead, fo 
as to ſecure them in a carnal ſinful ſtate, Fer. 9. 
x19. Row, 11,21. Nay rather it wilk be_an 
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-apgravation'of their {ia and puniſhment ; He 
that knoweth his Maſters will and doth it not, 
ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. And we ſee 
the Lord pronounceth the heavieſt woes to 
thoſe places where his Word was Preacked, 
and they had means to know God, but did not 
hearken thereunto and obey it. It ſhall be more 
tolerable in that .dzy for Sodom, than for that 
City, Luke 19. 13. - Be afſured therefore, that 
nothing leſs will be accepted in that day, than 
perſonal repentance and regeneration, a new 
'heart and a new life ;; For if any man be in 
Chriſt, be ts a new creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17, 

Moreover, All tuch as truſt in ſome outward 
Goſpel-performances , as being congregated 
with the Lords people, and walking in ſome 
viſible Ordinances, but negle& to be in a lively 
guikned frame, as becometh Chriſtians indeed 
in the power of Grace and all fingleneſs of 
heart ; Theſe alſo miſtake their condition, their 
Þuilding is not firm enough on the Rock; for 
they muſt learn to be fervent 3n ſpirit ſerving 
the Lord, that they may have Oyl as well as 
Lamps when they ſhould meet the Bridegroom 
they muſt put on the whole Armeur of God, 
like good Soldiers of Chriſt exercited in every 
Grace, whereby they may be able to withſtand 
temptation, and remain alive unto God, and 
nothave a name to leve, and be dead. For when _ 
'men only conceit that they live, they $903 
Y ; With» 
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without fear, and apply pfomiſes, and queſtion 
no danger, being ſecure their own minds 3 
but if they be truly dead all this while, they 
have an evil quiet Conſcience, which. many times 
proves more dangerous than a diſturbed con- 
demning one ; for that is ſenſible, andas in a 
Glaſs repreſents to a man his miſerable and un- 
done condition, and fo ſometimes drives him 
to ſeek for remedy. 

Conſider therefore, O man! or woman! 
that readeſ# this, how ſad and dreadful it will 
be with thee if thou ſhouldeſt prove a' dead 
creature, That when thou haſt had thy fellow- 
ſhip amongſt the godly, and enjoyed Goſpel- 
means and Ordinances, and haſt rejoyced to 
hear promiſes declared, ſuppoſing thy ſelf to 
have an intereſt therein, and didſt imagine 
thou ſhouldſt dye the death of the righteoms, and 
be a companion with them in glory, as thou 
walt in the viſible Church; and yet at laft 
when thy fatal time comes, to be ſeparated 
from them for ever as a dead branch fit only to 
be cut off and burnedin everlaſting flames z O! 


with what wotul and woxrnful lamentations: 


will a Soul part, in that day ( which expe&ed 
no ſuch thing) with Chriſt, with Angels; and 
Saznts, never to enjoy their Society more ! yet 
hath Chriſtdealt fo lovingly with them, as to 
give them fair warning, 1 hat thoſe that have 
ndtne to live and are dead, he will come to thei as 
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4 Theif, Rev. 3. 3. And thoſe that live and 
keep their garments, ſhall walk, with him in white, 
but the Iukewarm he will ſpue out of his mouth, 
Rev. 3. 16. 

Uſe 1. Is it ſo, That ſome will m/s of life 
that ſeem'd toexpeR it? thenlabour to get a 
perſonal evidence to life eternal, that you may 
be like Paul, who laid, that he fo ran, not as 
uncertainly; and ſo fought, not as one that beat- 
eth the Air, 1Cor. 9,26. He that beateth 
the Air leaves no impreſſion with his ſtroke; ſo 
he that in the work of mortification and fandti- 
fication leaves no impreſſion on the heart, his 
labour is loſt, his life, his words and heart are 
the ſame, only a cuſtomary road of Religious 
exerciſes.is traced over, but without any #fiu- 
exce. on the ſoul; Therefore with the Apoſtle, 
let all that would have an evidence for Heaven, 
experience that their endeavours in Religion 
have effetually been exerciſed upon their 
hearts and lives in a ſenſible operation ; then 
may they more cheerfully conclude their days 
with the ſame Apoſtles triumphant aſſurance 
T have fought the good fight, 1 have finiſhed my 
courſe, I have kept the faith, henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs , 
2 Tim. 4. 7. When a Soul can ſay fo indeed 
and in truth upon Scripture- grounds, and the 
teſtimony of a good and fincere conſcience , 
then may-it comfortably fay with Simeon, Lord, 

now 
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now letteſt thou thy ſervant to depart in peace, 
according to thy word. 

Uſe 2. Hence we learn for our comfort, 
That the ſame Lord that died and role again, is 
to be Judge of quick and dead ; and isnot this 
matter of unſpeakable conſolation to all the 
Lords people, thar he that fo loved them as to 
lay down his {fe for them, is to be their Judge? 
eAG&s 17. 21. John 5.27, 2Tim.4, 1. Even 
he in whom they belzeved, whom they follow- 
ed, and for whoſe take they haye ſuffered; O 
this refreſheth Chriſtians when they conſider, 
that their Judge is their Friend, and their Ad- 
vocate, their R edeemer, that hath p&fchaſed 
them 'to himſelf. But on the other ſide, this - 
may ſpeak terror to all them that will.not have - 
the Lord to reign over them ;, for fach when 
they come before him, are declared his ene- 
mies, and muſt be ſlain, Luke 19.27. O all 
you, whoever you be, r:ch or poor, high or low, 
that are Rebels to Chriſt ( and whoever is nor 
with him, is againſt him) take notice, that 
the ſame Jeſus that was crucified, is made both 
Lor# and (briſt, even he who was your ſcorn 
and reproach ; he, even he that you oppoſe; 
unto whole ſpiritual Government you will hot 
lubmit, but will take part with his great ene- 
my the Devil in the ways of fin ; you muſt 
- know, that notwithſt:nding. all affronts, and 
{dch' your touting of it out in defiance to the 
BU. E 2 Lords 
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Lords anointed, yet he will {et him oz hz 
holy hill of Sion, Plal. 2.6. And he ſhall be 
your Judge, at whole glorious pretence your 
hearts will tremble, and be ſo diſmayed, That 
Rocks and Mountains to bruiſe you to pieces, 
will be choſen then, rather than a Chriſt to 
judge you, if it could be obtained ; Theres 
fore take that counſel in -P/al. 2. 10, 11, 12. 
Kiſs the ſon leſt be be angry, and ye periſh, &c. 


From the term or expreſſion here uſed 
They ſhall ſay, Lord! Lord We may 
oblcrve : | 


DoRtine 2. That when the vail of Ionorance 
__.. ſhall be taken away, ſinners ſhall know , 

', that they ſtood in need of a Saviour. 

Thiis appears by their pleading , Matt. 25. 44» 
And by their mourning, Matt. 24, 30. And 
by thar terror which takes hold upon them, 
Iſa.2. 1g. and Rev. 6.15, Then there muſt 
of neceſſity be known the want of a Saviour, 
when there is a full d5/covery of their miſerable 
condition, and a ſenſe of wrath to come. For 
then they will know, 

I, That their Souls are unſauttified ; Chrift 
was not in them, therefore they are Reprobates, 
2 Cor. 13. 5. Their Bodies were not the 
T emples of the Holy Ghoſt, 1Cor. 6,19. Sin 
reigned and ruled in them, and for want-.of 

coming 
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coming to Chriſt, they died in them, and roſe 
from the dead with them, all pouted and defiled 
with the filth of their abominations, Fohr 
$., 24+ 

2, Their fins heing thus upon them, they res 
main' anpardened; then will they fee the need 
they have of the pardoning merits of a Saviours 
ſacrifice, when they ſhall ſtand at the Judgment- 
ſeat charged with all their iniquitics,a large and 
diſmal Bill of Indictment uncancelPd to plead to, 
of ſo many Thoutind Oaths, ſo much oppreſſion, 
{o much prophanene/s, to many years neglett of 
Grace; for being unpenitent, unbelieving, and 
living without God in the world; yea more 
fins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion than man can re- 
late, will then ſtand chargeable upon them, 
Pſal. 50.1. Fohn 3. 36. And therefore ha- 
ving noright'to Chriſts Blood to be applied ro. 
them for pardon, in the next place, 1 

3. Their perſons ſtand unjuſtified, they can- 
not ſtand in the congregation of rhe upright, 
Pſal. 1. 5. Pſal. 69. 27. But muſt fall in judge- 
ment. . And then, being not juſtified, 

4. Their Bodies are nat glorified, Rom. 8.” 
30. Therefore the Lord fhall de/piſe their 
Image, Pal. 63 20. For *tis {iid, fome ſhall 
Riſe to ſhame and contempt, Dan. 12 2. Inaiz- 
nation and wrath to- every ſoul that doth: evil, 
' both Few and Gentile : and this wrath of God 
aiceth on them that ſhall be, puniſhed wich 
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everlaſting deftruion from the prefence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of hs power, Rom- 
2. 8, John 3 36. 2 Thel. 1 9. Poor crea- 
tures will then (when tis treo late for their ſafe- 
ty ) fee how miſerable a thing it is to dye with- 
out an intereft in Chriit, when all their plea- 
ſures are gone, their honours left behind in the 
duſt, their eſtates and r7:ches parted with, and 
all earthly enjoyments vaniſhed away like a 
Dream; Then Chriſt will be of- more value 
than Ten thouſand worlds, Now men too ge- 
_ nerally look upon earthly things; their gain, 
their pleaſures, are minded more than the riches 
of Graceand Glory : And if they do but make 
a formal profeſſion of Religion, go to Church 
as they call it, and walk but without notorious 
ſcandal in their dealings and converſation, they 
fancy all is well enovgh :* But at that time they 
ſhall ſadly find, all the little oxtſide performan- 
ces and formal ſuperſtitions wherewith they f1- 
lenced their Conſciences, and deceived both 
their Nezghbours and their own Souls, will 
ſtand them in no ſtead. For then wil, they 
have nothing to ſay, why ſentence of eternal 
death ſhould not pats upon them, no Parden 
r0 plead, no eAdvorate to intercede, no Me- 
atator to attone Divine Juſtice for them, which 
makes them not dare to look up, or behold the 
face of the All glorious Fadge ; but all terrified. 
and dilmayed , would fly trom his preſence 
C which 
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( which yet they cannot fly ) and call in vain 
for Rocks and Mountains to fall upon and hide 
them. How dreadful will the Lord Chriſt 
then, ſeated in his Throne of judgement and ſo- 
veraignty, appear to thoſe of whom he ſhall 
lay, As for thoſe my enemies that would not that 
I ſhould reign over them, let them periſh for 
their Rebellion , and be caſt into Flames un- 
quencheable, where there is perpetual weeping, 
and everlaſting Gnaſhing of Teeth ! 

Uſe 1, This being fo, *tis ſtrange and fad to 
conſider how many people in their daily prayers 
repeat by Rote that excellent Petition wherein 
our Lord taught his Diſciples to pray for the 
Haſtening and Advancement of his glorious 
Domimon ;, and yet it appears they never have 
any real deſires of any ſuch thing, nor is it 
their intereſt; for conſidering their ftate and 
condition, they do but requeſt the haſtening of 
their own deſtrufion and torments, for it 
would be to them a day of terror, and not of 
jy 3 and though they uſe the words out of. cu- 
ſtom, yet they make no preparations for it in 
their lives, yea their thoughts are far from it ; 
for tell them of Chriſt and his Xinpaom, and 
you will be but tedious and bxrthenſome to 
them, and they will preſently be weary, and 
divert, if they can, the diſcourſe to worldly 
matters , 2r5vial at leaſt, if not wicked and 
profane, But is it not Ten thouſand pities, that 
. E 4 men 
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men that have a Saviour given them, and Sal- 
vation offered, a Kingdom .prepared for them, 
ſhould yet not have hearts to embrace ir, but 
exchange and loſe all, for a cheas of Satan and 
-Sin, and yet daily pray —T hy Kingdom come ? 
How dareſt thou, O Soul! to ro pray, who 
haſt no Right in that Kingdom, bur rather doſt 
dread the very thoughts of it? If the great 
Judgment-day were come, would it rezoyce 
thee ? art thou prepared for the great Account? 
Tf not, then learn to take heed that thou doſt 
not pray againſt thy own deftres, but firſt and 
above all things ſecure an intereſt in the King- 
dom to thy Soul, and then pray that it may 
be haftened. The ineftimable benefit of Chriſts 
Sacrifice will appear as well by the miſery of 
| thoſe that have no part therein for the remiſ- 
ſion of their fins, who have not by Faith apply- 
ed it to themſelves, nor became obedient fol- 
lowers of the Lord, as by the unſpeakable hap- 
| pineſs of thoſe who ſhall be ſaved thereby, 
who then will rejoyce in that ſaying, Zo! this 
# our God, we have waited for him, and he will 
fave us, Ia. 25. 9. 

UVſe 2. This doth inform Souls, that it is ex- 
treamly needful to vet a ſerious and deep ſenſe 
of the want of a Chriſt to be perſonally their 
Saviour : Becauſe every man is fold under fin, 


there is none righteow,, no not one. And . * 


there is 20 other name given under Heaven 
where 
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whereby we muſt be ſaved, As 4.12, And 
the rather ſhould they be ſerious herein, be- 
cauſe the want proceeds from their own negli- 
gence ;, for this great benefit of obtaining 
Chriſt to be to us a Saviour, is freely offered, - 
Ifa.51.1, and 49. 6, Aﬀts 13.47. As him» 
ſelf taith, Behold, I (fand at the door and knock, 
if any man hear my voyce, and open the door, I 
will come in, and ſup with him, Rev. 3. 20. 
How canſt thou bur lee a neceſſity of getting . 
tothy Soul a precious Chriſt, ſince ?tis he that 
will, and alone can, bring all that thou want- 
eſt with him? Doft thou want Grace? Why 
Grace and Truth comes by Jeſus Chriſt. Doſt 
thou want Soul-peace and reft? Chriſt aſſures 
you, come to him and y#! ſhall find reſt to your 
ſouls, Matt. 11, Do you want your fins par- 
doned? Remiſſion of ſins is Preached in his 
Name. Do we want an Interceder in Heaven ? 
Chriſt is an Advecate at the Right hand of God. 
Do we want things preſent or things to come? 
If Chriſt be ours, all s ours, 1 Cor. 3. 22, 

Uſe 3. Seeing it will be ſo, That whoſoever 
is not ſet at Chriſts right hand, will be without 
ground of hope; tor thole at his right hand 
only are Sheep, Matt.25. 33, O then get in- 
to the Fold of Chriſt, whatever it coſt you; He 
will feed you and lead you by ſtill waters : 
. Yea, though he bring you through the valley 
of «the ſhadow of death, ſcorn , contempt, at- 
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fliRion, perſecution and many tribulations, yet 
ſtill his Rod and his Sraff ſhall comfort you, 
Plal. 23. 3- and all ſhall work together for 
. Jour good. Canſt thou, O Soul ! have a bet- 
. ter Guide, better Company, or a better Inheri- 
tance ? But if thou wilt ſlight all theſe, and 
walk with ſinners under the condudt of Satan, 
and wicked men, and thy own lzſts, then where 
Satan and wicked men ſhall be, there muſt thou 
be alſo; the Lord will not part ſuch Society, 
but put them together, who chuſe ſuch, rather 
than Chriſt and his Sheep. Therefore oper to 
him, O Soul ! whilſt he calls by his Word and 
Grace, before thou harden under the means ; 


> draw back the Bolt and Bars of ſecurity and 


wilfulneſs, ſelf-conceitedneſs, or whatever elſe 
ſtands in the way, and keeps Chrift and thy 
Soul at a diſtance : For if rhou haſt no Com- 
munion and acquaintance with him here, he 
will not know thee hereafter. If thou wilt live 
a ſtranger to him, and ſo dye, then thou wilt 
certainly riſe a ſtranger to him, and he will not 
know thee for ever. 

Uſe 4+. This ſhould quicken all thoſe that 
are under the promiſe of ſecurity, At that 
day ſhall the Congregation of the Righteous 
ſtand in judgment; They ſhall have no cauſe to 
fear or be dilmaid ; How ſhould this ſtir up our 
Souls to follow after Righteouſneſs and Holi- 
nels, without which no man can ſee God [with 
2 comfost ] 
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comfor ] Heb. 6. Be not weary, nor faint, 
for in due time you ſhall reap. Will living by 
Faith in Chriſt, bring a Soul to live wit 

Chriſt ? Then ?tis a bleſſed life , let men ſay 
what they will of it : It brings riches of Grace 
in this life, and Glory eternal in that which is 
to.come. 

Uſe 5. Let us therefore magnifie God for his 
wondertul love, and rich mercy in giving us a 
Saviour : How ſhould our mouths be filled 
with praiſes, and our ſouls breathe forth Hale: 
lujahs continually to the Lord Almighty, - 
through Jeſus Chriſt, as Rev. 5. 13. That bleſ- 
ſed number of the Spirits of juſt men made per- 
fe& are ſaid to ſing perpetual praiſes to him that 
ſitteth on the Throne, and to the Lamb, and 
this upon the conſideration of their Redemption, 
verl. 9. 

Uſe 6. This is matter of further comfort to 
all Nathansels, true Iſraelites indeed , Chriſt 
will owz them before Angels and men, and even 


before all their enemies. Thoſe cruel upbraide _ 


ing enemies that perſecuted and ſcorned thee, 
ſhall ſee thee owned and promoted to Glory, 
Luke 16. 32 Let this comfort every gracious 
Soul under ſ»fferings, it will nor be long, but 
the Righteous Judge will fit, when all. the 
Judges of the Earth muſt ſurrender their (om- 
zwsſſions , and break up their Terms, and the 
Loed will take his place himſelf, and free the 
. . Op - 
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oppreſſed. Therefore ſeek not revenge, mur- 
mpr not at wrongs, ſuffer-patiently, be not 
troubled when thou meeteſt with oppreſſion and 
unjuſt dealings from either Friends or Enemies, 
all things will ſhortly be fet-right, all ſhall be 
brought to an impartial Bar, and your ſuffer- 
ing meckly, will in that day render you no 
cauſe of forrow: The Lord who is infinitely 
wiſe, knows how to deal with every creature, 
and in every caſe in perfe& righteoulſnels. 
Whilf we are here, we have ſo much corrup- 

 t40n, and ignorance, and ſelf-intereſt, that we 
cannot rightly determine caſes, nor avenge 
wrongs without committing greater : There- 
fore judge nothing before the time. Too many 
there are, that are ſo ready'to judge, and ea- 
ger of cenſuring of all that cannot ſee and ſay 
juſt as they do, that every little diference muſt 
fling them under feet, and repreſent them as 
Heathens and Infidels: But we have not fo 
Hearned of Chriſt, nor have any ſuch pattern 
from our Ancient Brethren, who became All to 
All that they might ſave ſome, Therefore, Let 
all that fear God take heed how they condemn 
the Generation of the juſt; All men are in a 
poſſibility to fail; and if thou, O cenſorious 
ſpirit, maiſt as well as another, though thou 
over-prizeſt thy own knowledg, and thinkeſt it 
muſt fit in the ters, and command all others to- 
bow before it z yet if this thy knowledg be Bur 
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mixt with ſo much ignorance as generally at- 
tends on mortals, Why may not another be uſe. 
ful to communicate ſome of his knowledg in the 
place of thy remains of 'ignorance, as well as 
thou to him ? Therefore be not raſh. in judge- 
ment ; poſſibly thou thinkeſt only that thou 
ftrikeft an Heretick, or a Schiſmatick,, But what 
if Chriſt ſhould find a Saint bleeding by thy in- 
conſiderate hands ? And as for all thoſe that 
are cenſured or reproached for the teſtimony of 
a good Contcience, let them take comfort in 
this, That there is a day coming to redreſs all 
their grievances, and to clear their innocence, 
wherein Fultice and Truth ſhall be eſtabliſhed, 
and no more oppreſſion heard of for evef' 
when all Gods people ſhall be of one mind, no 
ſelfiſhneſs nor pride, nor envy left to create ds- - | 
s/iens, bur being delivered from the bondage 
of- corruption, and reſtored into the Glorsous 
' liberty of the Sons of God, ſhall praiſe our God 
with united hearts, and without wearinefs for 
eyer and ever. | 
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SERMON IV. 


If. LXV. 8. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, as the new wine is 
found in the cluſter, and one ſaith, de 
ſtroy it not, for a bleſſing is in it 5, ſo 
will I do for my ſervants ſake, that I 

, &44y not deſtroy them all. 


| HE Lord by the Prophet declares 
.-, Comforts to his Servants to bear®up 
their hearts in a time of. diſfreſs and 
+ © calamity, which was foretold to be 
impending on that people 1/rael for their ini- 
quity, as WE read in this Chapter, the 2, 7, 12, 
34, and 26 verſes ; notwithſtanding which, the 
Lord ſhews that he would fave 4 remnant of 
them, and that he would have mercy on a peo- 
ple that were lookt upon as without hope, that 
the Prophelies might be fulfilled, Der, 32.2 
and eAmos 9. 11+ ns 


- 
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The Cauſe of their threatned judgment, is 
declared to be the ſins of Iſrael, even the neg- 


le&of the ſervice of God, and the breaking of 
his righteous Laws : For the time of delivering 


this Propheſie, was when Relzgion was decayedin 


reſpe& of that fincere obedience which was 
commanded, Chap. 59- 14, 15, For though 
the Word of God, which is a Rule for Religion, 
be ſtedfaſt and ſetled, Flal. 119. 89. yet the 
Children-of men have been ſo heedleſs of their 
obedience and ſteady conformity thereunto, 
that the ſame hath not at all times been a-like 
embraced , but met with ebbs and decays of 
publick acknowledgment and obſervation 
which yie!ds us this concluſion, | 

Dottrine 1. That true Religion doth not al- 
ways keep in one flouriſhing ſtate, but is bindered 
with decays both in the number of thoſe that pro+ 
ds and the zeal ef their profeſſion. a 


. 
I 


That Religion hath not been a-like Aouriſh-" 


ing in all ages of the world, is fo well known, 


that I need not ſpeak much to the proof. of it I 
af 


The complaints of Gods people at fever 


#4* ** © #*% 


7. 1, Fer. 26. Rev. 2.4, and 3. 18. | Mote-* 
over the Scriptures are full of :»ftances to this, 
poſe, Gen, 4. 26. - It is ſaid, That me&ndid' 


gin to call upon the Lord, which ſhews that 


. the faithful did gather or congregate to' ſerve 


.- fleſh 


hg = 
We EF; 
- ” 4 # - 


Ihe*Lord ? But Chap. 6. 12. we read' that alf 
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fleſh ( ſave one Family ) had ſo corrupted their I 
ways that the Lord refoly'd to take them off + 


by a great judgment. Here was fo lamentable 
a decay, that the Church of God did confiſt of 
. but very few perſons. So we find, Exod. 15. 
how I1/racl ſung praiſes, and believed in the 
Lord, and Hoſes; But on a ſudden ( for 
we are told of it in the very next Chapter ) 
there is ſuch an eclipſe of their faith and hum- 
ble waiting upon God, that they murmured 
and ſaid, they were brought into the Wilder- 


neſs to be all led. "And in Chap. 32. 3. They - 


make them gods of gold, In 2 {hron, 30, 12: 
The hand of God was with his people to give 
them one heart to do according to his Word : 
They deſtroyed Jdolatry, and fet up Gods true 
publick Worſhip. But in Chap. 33. 9. We 
hear that all this zeal was ch:ld and froz:nups 
infomuch that Fudah and Fernſalem did 

than the Heathen. So alſo in Chap. 35. 18. 
compared with Chap. 36. 16. Nor is the Apo- 
fle Paw filent in this matter, but complains of 
the declenſion of Faith and Piety amongſt the 
Chriſtians of 4ſia,- 2 Tim. 1. 15. And who-' 
foever ſhall but look into the Hiſtories of all 
Ages, ſhall find that Religion ſeldom ſtood 
long in one and the ſame flouriſhing Rate, but: 


had its ebbs and decays. __ 


Therefore that we may the better be with- 


out the . gilt of having any hand in fuch An. 


pal if 5 


. - 
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pairing of the ſtate of Religion : It will be ne-' 
ceflary to conſider ſome Cax/es that occaſion its 
declenſion, | | 

({anſe 1. Contention amongſt them that pro- - 
fels Religion hath been a deſtroying Evil; for - 
Where envying and ſtrife is, there ts confuſion 
and every evil work, James 3. 16. And it ye 
bite and devour one another, takg heed leſt you be 
deſtroyed one of another, Gal. 5. 15. When 
the Goſpel Congregations walked in that love» 
ly path of ſpiritual amity,, holding the wnzty of 
the ſpirit in the bond of peace, how did they 
grow up a building of God, and Siop enlarged 
her Tents! eAsg. z3t. Then all men might 
| know that they were Chriſts Diſciples by their 
love one to another, John 14. z5- But when 
Contention {prung from that curſed root, Prode, 
Prov. 13. 10. and got footing amongſt Chriſti- 
| ! what havock and devaſtations it made 
Pay! ſeeing the beginnings of this at Coremh, 
tells them that they were carnal, and walked as 
wen, 1 Cor. 3.3. And after the death of 
thoſe Heaven-inſpired Guides, what animoſities, 
{trivings for ſuperiority, hot diſputes about tris 
fles, as the time of keeping Eaſter, &c. mutuat 
Brawlings, and every man condemning and 
hating, nay oftentimes worrying and fleyinz 
his Brother for an Heretick - what diſmal fruits, 

&y, of this ill ſpirit ſoon broke in amongſt the 
Claiſtians, Hiſtories w ſadly relate; — 
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thoſe fexds true Religion was ſo decayed, and 
Few and Heathen 1o diſcouraged to embrace it, 
and the Lord to offended, that a*General Apo- 
ſtacy prevailed, and God in Judgment gave 
them over to a pompous looſe formal way, 
which in proceſs of time Centred in thoſe Er- 
rors and Idolatries of the preſent Church of 

OMe. 

Which may be a warning to all that fear 
God to take heed of ſelf conceitedneſs, and of 
being wiſe in their own eyes, leſt that bleſſing 
which we injoy be blaſted with ſuch unkindly 
heat as tends to withering and not refreſhing 
the tender Plants in Gods Garden, Were men 
humble and meek, they would be more peacea- 
ble, and love as brethren, and bear and forbear, 
and-each think other better than himſelf, There 
is an ill habit ſome men have got to look upon 
Truths partially, exalting one beyond its. due 
place, and negleRing others as eminent and 
uſeful, whilſt they are altogether taken up and 
imployed about That ; whereas Truth is Intzre, 
and ſhould be a-like honoured wherever , we 
meet it. All Saints are of the Houſhold of 
God, and ſhould þe refpe&ed and affiſted,. not 
cenſured cauſcleſly , or unjuſtly or peeviſhly 

zeved. If this Generation come. to fee de- 
cays in Religion [ which 1 very much fear #t 
will ] this contentious dividing ſpirit will, be 
enc principal cauſe, by withdrawing the at- 
"7 feRtions - 
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feftions of Profeſſors one from another, and - 
thereby making room for profaneneſs or Popery, 
or rither ( fince they always go together 
for them both. O! that men would look, if 
there be not ſome withdrawments in” reſpeR of . 
G5/t+,, with ſome decays alſo of Life, amongſt 
many of theſe eager contenders, who will have 
all to think, as they themſelves do, orelſe they 
will think the worſt they can of them. I am 
not perſwading any to a ſinful compliance, or 
joining with a multitude to do evil 3 but only 
to a Chriſtian unity and charitable moderation 
of ſpirit, and to mutual forbearance and love 3 
for very good men may be dark-fighted in fome 
particulars; John 1. 46. Nebem. 8. 17: Shall 
all be diſowned. that are ignorant of ſome 
Truth ? who then ſhall walk together ? Verily 
none that dwell in Houſes of Clay. 

| Cauſe 2. Another common cauſe of Religi- 
on's decay, either in a particular perſon or peo- 
ple, is over-loving and over-yrizing this preſent 
world. Thus the Lord complains, That: his 
Houſe lay waſt, whilſt they were building their 
own ceiled Houſes, Haggai 1. 44 Men are To 
apt to be encumbred and over-wrought in fol- 
lowing theſe. temporal drudgeries, that theif 
Sou-work and affairs of an eternal moment are 
left undone and negleRed. Paul writes to T3- 
mothy , that Demas had forſaken him, What 
was the Cauſe? Becauſe he loved this preſent 
.» "PS world; 
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world, .2 Tim. 4.10. Judas had a lingring 
after the Prieſts money, when he forſook and 
betrayed his Maſter, Alas! how many De- 
' mas's have. there been and are, that ler the love 

of the world eat out of their hearts the love of 

God ! and prove like Iſrael, who while the 
were gathering Quazls, got lean Souls, Pal 
106. i5, How many Jadas's too are there 
that ſell cheir Souls, their Chriſt, their Crown 
and Glory for pieces of Silver, in whom -the 
cares of this world choak the word that it be- 
comes unprofitable ! Therefore Love nor the 
world, nor the things that are in the world, 
for :f any man loveth the world, the love of the 
father is not in him, 1 John 2. 15; | 

Cauſe ;. Is wearineſs in @ Religious conver ſa- 
t:0u, When means of ſpiritual ſtrength are neg- 
leed, andlovero God and his Truth not pre- . 
lerved ; Then Wigion becomes a Burthen, and 
men grow weary of it, and then it muſt needs 
decay- Sorfte begin well, and ſeem zealous at 
their firſt illumination, and give hopes that 
they would prove eminent and fruitful Branches 
in the Church of God 4 but in little time this 
holy feryour of Spirit cools, and then they be- 
come weary of the ſervice of God, and weary 
of duty, and. a patient waiting upon the Lord 
in their places, and grow dull, and heavy, and 
- uncheerful_in their performances. Thus the 
Lord complains of 1/rael, 1 remember the krad- 
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ne/7 of thy youth, the love of thine eſpouſals, 
Tez. 2.2. But thou haſt been weary of me, 
O Ifracl! Ia. 4z.22. This wearinels decayed .. 
their Religiony for he faith, Thou haſt nor. 
called upon me, neither haſt thou" honoured me 
with thy ſacrifice, Yet there is na caule why 
men ſhould be weary.in Gods ſervice, "Ac. 6... 
For his Commandments are not grievous. The, 
Apoſtle ſeeing ſo much aptneſs in the Hebrews” 
to decline, bids them look upon Feſus leſt they 
ſhould be weary and faint in their minds, H eb. 12. 
To be weary and give out hefore the work'be 
done, and the evening come, is the way to loſe 
the protniſe, Be faithful unto the death, and 
then thou ſha't recerve a crown of, life, ©. 

(auſe 4. The encreaſe of iniquity; as our 
Lord faith, Becauſe in:guity ſhall abojund, the" 
love of many ſhall wax cold, Matt. 24. 12. 
When wicked men abound in prophaneneſs and 
conterapr of Grace, and dare Erink great 
draughts of iniquity from the Cellars of H-ll, 
Fam, 3. 6. then their abominable praQtice is 
ready to harden ſome heedleſs Profeſſors, tolet: 
looſe the reins of circumſpeRion, and to ad-' 
venture, it may\(þe a litt'e at the firſt, think- 
ing they may do fo, and fcape well enough 3 
comparing, themſelves to the times that they 
hve in, and ſeeing they are not ſo bad as moſt 
. men are; and then one fin brings on another, 
ard hardens, the cuſtom taking away the ſenſe 
. | F 3 ar 
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of itz and this cauſeth the Lord to withdraw 

his Grace, 1am. 16, 14. which they, might; 

have injoyec p and then by degrees they become 
b 


leaking veſſels, decaying in grace and godli- 


nels, / 

Cauſe 5. Sometimes decay in Religion is oc- 
caſto ed, when lome that have been diligent in 
the ways of. God, and have taught his [ruth, 
and have been Remembrancers to his people, are. 
taken away, as" Tudg. 2. 7.. when thoſe good 
men were dead, Foſhua and the Elders, Relipi- 
on quickly decayed, ver/. 11. And Paul in- 
forms the Church at Epheſus, that after his de- + 
parfure grievous wolves would enter in,not ſparing - 
the flock; and from among themſelves ſhould ſome 
eriſe ſpeaking perverſe things, drawing Diſciples. 
ajter them, At. 29. 29. which did to come to 
Pals, © This the Lord may do in judoment, when: 
Souls fit cold and carelefs,and think it priviledg 
enough to hear their duty dayly laid before 
them, and do only hear it, and aſſent unto it, 
and ſay, we heard good things to day, but go on 
as they did, without a conſtant indeavour to 
5mp:ove that which from Gods word was laid 
hefore their Souls, 

Uſe 1. This informs us, that when truth 
fails, the cauſe is in the creature, their neglt- 
gerice and unfruitfulneſs. We read that the 
Lord threatens 4 famine of the word, Amos 9. - 
1i+. Ard weere informed of the caule, v. 7: 


They 
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They were weaTy of the ſervice of the Lord» 
his Ordinances were a burden, When will the 
Sabbath be gone that we may ſell corn, ſay they ? 
Which ſheweth the little regard they had to, 
and the ſmall delight they took in the worſhip 
of the Lord, Chriſt tells the Fews, that the 
Kingdom of God ſhould be taken from them, 
becauſe he, the Corner-ſtone, was rejeted by 
them, Matt. 21, 42, 43. When aSoul falls 
into decay, it may fay, This is the effe& of my 
fruitleſs hearing and careleſs obeying ; this 1 
may charge my unbelieving heart with, in des 
parting from the living God, Heb. 3. 12. This 
loſs of grace is for want of improvement, for 
want of zeal, and love, and godlineſs, and 
perſeverance, to add to my Faith Virtue, &c. 
This was my dallying with evil thoughts, my 
complying with carnal company, my ſufferin 
a favourable conference with delightful ſms, ti 
they diſputed themſelves into my breaſt, like 
ravening wolves, to devour the life of Religion, 
and deſtroy my Soul. 

Uſe 2. Letnone be offended as if ſome new 
thing happened ; If they ſee many that profeſs 
the truth become carnal and dead, let them 
not conclude that it was not the Truth which 
they profeſſed 3 but conſider it was fo, when 
| there. was more eminent gifts than this os 


Fiviledged with, as many in the Church #f 
g4ardis had a name to be alive, and wert dead , 
cn F 4 Revy.? 


| 
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Rev..z. 1:. And the Laeodiceans were become 
luke-wartn, fo that the Lord threatens their 
deſtrution; yet oft it comes to pals that the 
Lords good old way that leads to life; is mi(- 
truſted by many who queſtion its being of God , 
becauſe hypocrites and cold perſons are'found 
therein. But they may know, that there will 
be ſinners tound in Sion who will be afraid, to 
whom the day of the Lord will be terrible, 
Tja. 3;-14. And there be fooli[h Virgins, who 
will not be admitted into the joy of the Lord, 
Matt, 25. The Goſpel which Chriſt preached 
was trye and to beowned, though there were 
a Fndas among them that Preached it. The 
foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, though Zy- 
meneus and Philetus be vain Bablers, 2 Tim. 2. 
Tg. 'Gods Word is a ſure and certain rule to 
direct us ; unto which, if we take heed, we 
ſhall not be deceived, but walk in ſafety and in 
peace, WE" 

Uſe 3. Is it ſo that there are decays in the 
number of thoſe that profeſs Religion, and in 
the zeal of their profeſſion, at ſeveral | times ? 
then let every Soul be exhorted to take heed, 
that it ſelf be not one of them in whom it ſo de- 
cays; Remember what the Lord ſaith ia Ezek. 
18. 24. When a righteous man turneth | Jo his 
righteouſneſs,all his righteouſneſs ſhall not be men- 
toned:but in bis iniquity he ſhall dye.O Soul! Take 
heed thou be not of che withered Branches OS A 
_—_— Rd: my 
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muſt be burned, oh. 15:6. Apoſtate profeſ- 
ſors are Monuments of vinpgeance ; thovgh they 
have loſt their /avour, yet they will ſtand as 
Pillars of Salt, a warning t9 others, that they 
which ſtand may take heed leſt they fall. Know, 
O Soul! that it thou lofe thy z-al; thy righte- 
ouſneſs, thou wilt loſe the Proms/e, Rev. 2. 10. 
And if rhou loſe the Promiſe, what haſt thou 
to ſhew for the Kingdom ? Wilt thou venture 
thy eternal ſtate without a Promiſe, nay,apainſt 
an expreſs Word ? Prov. 14. 14. Zep". 11. 6, 
Be not Ceceived by an evil heart, to depart from 
the living God ; if thy inward man dye, that 
death will be deadly : and except thou repent, 
it will ſcparate thy Soul and Chriſt for ever: 
Therefore Awake thou that ſleepeſt , and ariſe 
from the dead, and Chriſt ſvall give thee light, © 
Epheſ. 5. 14. When zeal decays, it isin pare 
riculars, before it can be general. Chriſt faith; 
that the love of many ſrall wax cold; O ? take 
heed, whoſoever thou art , that thou be not 
one of that many, Heb, 10. 38. " oo 

Uſe 4. Beware of being a cauſe or occaſion 
to decay zeal and goelineſs in others by evil 
examples, whereby Souls mav he imboldencd to 
ſin or neglett ſerving God: O! itwill be fad if 
thy Neighbours, or Children, or Servants, 
ſhould have cauſe to ſay, that thou waſt the 
' Eauſe that they were Ciſaff. ted to Religion 
becauſe thou did? profels it, and thy lite was 
LY | | COſ- 
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.corrupt; thy heart was filled with paſſion and 


envy ; thy mouth with vanzty, levity and bitter | 


words ; thy dealings with men, fraudulent and 
unjuſt z thy behaviour churliſh, contentious, 
and brawling with Neighbours and Family : If 
fome of thoſe among whom thou haſt lived 
(and mighteſt have been an inſtrument of good) 
ſhould in the day of judgment plead againſt 
thee, that thou waſt a cauſe of their ſin, of 
their negle& of walking in the ways of God, 
and ſo ſhould charge thee with their condemna- 
tion , how wouldeſt thou anſwer it ?, If thy 
Children ſhould cry out, O my Father, my 
Mother, which ſhould have inſtru&ted and 
given me good examples, they brought me to 
this 3 1 ſaw them careleſs in Religion, negli- 
gent in duty, unholy in their lives, and I rook 
boldneſs to do fo too, and ſo at laſt grew worſe 
and worſe, and became hardened in fin; it had 
' been better I had never been brought up by 
them that profeſſed to have had Religion, and 
had itnot: O! then take heed of being guilty 
of the blood of Souls. 

Uſe 5. If we do or ſhould live in 4 time 
when there is a languiſhment, or declining in the 
power of God:ineſs; then have wea great and 
ſpecialcall to ſtir up all our ſtrength; thus holy 
David witneſſes of himſelf, That when men_ 
made void Gods Law, then heeſteemed it sxal/ 
things to be right, and hated every falſe way, 


yea. 


/ 
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ea, he valued it more than gold, it was ſweeter 
to bim than the Honey comb. Pal. 119. 128. 
When Paul had ſhewn what declinings there 
would come, Att. 20. 31. He exhorts them to 
wait, and remember, that for the ſpace of three 
years he teaſed not to warn them night and d 
with tears. Peter likewiſe when he had diſco- 
yered unto them what degenerating times were 
aproaching, and ſcoffers that would ſlight and 
disbelieve the proms/e of Chriſts coming, then he 
calls upon them , to grow in grace and in the 
knowleds of our Lord and Saviour Feſms (brift, 
2 Pet. 3-18, When Chriſtians meet with moſt 
Temptations, then is a ſpecial time for them to 
put on the-whole Armour of God, that they be 
not overthrown, and ſcattcred in the Clo 
dark.day, Ezek, 34. 12. God took peculiar no- 
tice of Noah how he walked aprightly in a de- 
clining time, and provides for his ſafety; fo he 
commands the Prieſts that kept his Charge 
when others went, aſtray , they ſhould come 
near him to miniſter and to ſtand before bim.F2ck. 
44. 15- Therefore let every Soul that loves 
God ſtand faſt in the Truth, though Error in- 
vade on the one hand, and Security on the o- 
ther, though all the world ſeem delug*d with 
profaneneſs and impiety, yet even then make 
ye ſtraight ſteps to your feet, and ponder the 
' Pagh of thy God, ard ler all thy ways be efta- 


bliſhed, Prov. 4, 26. | 
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Uſe 6. When the Creature declines in his 
obedience, then Judgments ſpiritual or tempo- 
ral do commonly tollow. Rev. 3. 3. 1Cor, 11. 
309. And therefore, *tis then a time to ſtand in 
the Gap, and to make up the Breach : When 
I(rael forgot God their Saviour,he ſaid be would 
deſtroy them, had not Moſes lis choſen ſtood before 
bins ia the Breach, Pſal. 106. 23. So tis ſaid 
the Lord ſought for a man to ſtand in the gap be- 
"y him for the Land, that-he ſhould got deſtroy 
- Ez:k, 22. 30. When the Lord 1s: F featea 
ad, chem that are called his, for their decli- 
nings, and is bringing ſpiritual Judgments, ſuch” 
as famine of the word, removing of the Can- 
dleſtick, or giving them up to hardnefs of 
heart, to walk in their own counſels: This is 
a JunQure that calls for prayer and al] the af- 
fettions. Now O Cariſtian ! if thou haſt an 
foft heart, thou wilt be wreſtling with God,and 
umportuning Heaven with frequent Addreſſes ; 
for if our degeneracy and declinings in our ſpi Th 
ritual ſtate and religious duties ſhould provoke 
the Lord to take away the Light of the glori- 
ous Goſpel from our children, and bring upon 
them the Egyptian Darkneſs and Bondage of 
Popery, &:. fo that in this or another genera- 
tion they ſhould have caule to ſay, O ! our Fa- 
thers had peace and truth, and the word of -God 
ro feed therr Sorls, but the þ nnd it away from ua 
ebei Children , they would not be conten inpekce 
"40 
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ta enjoy it, but muſt fall out about it, and bite 
and devour one another : They did net prize that 
precious Goſpel, nor walk worthy of it ;, therefore 
w the ſun ſet upon 4; our ways dark, our feet 
fetter'd, and our ſouls ready ro periſh for want of 
that Bread which they w.re ready to loath. \t 
poſterity, I ſay, ſhould have reaſon thus to 
complain, would it not be a ſad Legacy to leave 
our poor Children? Therefore Jer all that fear 
God be a praying-p:ople , and live the life of 
your prayers, that you may fee the returns of 
them in thowers of Bleſſings, watering your 
Souls ſo as to keep them from withering and 
barrennels. | 
On the other ſide, it is to beconſ{idered, that 
ſeeing Religion doth fometimes proſper and en- 
creaſe, what w/e Gods people ſhould make of 
ſuch a flouriſhing difſpentation : the Lord doth 
ſometimes open a-door for his word, and fends 
it forth with pcwer, and makes way for it, 4&. 
13. 10. And then when it comes to a teacha- 
ble people, where grace offgred hath brought 
them into a willingneſs to hear, and who. do 
not ſet themſelves againſt truth, by hardni 
their hearts; but receive the word into hone 
and good hearts, yeilding obedience thereunto, 
abondnding in every grace they foon become. 
a glorious and holy Temple of God, whoſe pre- 
tence 15 promiſed amongſt them, to make them 
as a watred Garden, like Trees p'anted by the 
Rivers ſide. Vje 
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Uſe 1.. It being a bleſſed Rate when the Gof- 
pel is enjoyed in a flouriſhing manner, and our 
fouls proſper thereby and grow up into eternal 
life; that we may attain thereunto, we muſt ri- 
pen grace and vertue under the Sun-ſhine of 
thoſe blefled opportunities, and not be like 
fome ground that will bring forth corn in ſpring 
green and flouriſhing, promiſing a fat harveſt, 
= Þut when the Summer comes that it ſhould ri- 
pen and come to perfeRion, then the ground 
being unkind it blafteth, and when harveſt 
comes there is little elſe but ſtraw and husk, a 
very lean unprofitable Crop; ſo do many who 
begin- with little means and knowleds and 
thrive under it; but when a more large Summer 
of Goſpel-reans is allowed them, then they 
blaſt; the full fomack loaths the honey-comb, 
and thus they wither, before the great harveſt 
come ; ſo that thoſe who for the time ought 
to be Teachers, have need of being themſelves 
taught again the firſt Rudiments of Religion, 
Heb. 5. Let us then give ſuch diligent heed to, 
and make fo good ule of the truth we do injoy, 
that we thereby may he fitted for the great 
harveſt, and be found Wheat and not Chaff, for 
the wheat only ſhall be gathered into the Lords 
Garner, but the chaft muſt be burnt with un- 
quenchable'fire, O foul ! a light and chaffy Re» 
ligion will not hold weight in Heavens Scales. 
It may be thy deceitful heart tells thee cans 
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little feeble formal cuſtomary Devotion will 
render thee accepted; but thou art under a 
miſtake, for the Lord will fan and thorowly purge 
bis floor , Luke” 3- 17. and fn” out of bis 
Kingdom all things that offend, and them that ds 
iniquity. Matt. 13. Conſider, that the Lord 
in giving gifts to men, intended thereby to fit 
the Creature to grow up to him in all things wha 
i the Head, even Chriſt, _—_ 4. 15. W 

Uſe 2. If we have the happineſs to live ig a 


time and place where truth prevails; then let®-. 


us be ſtirred up to endeavour to continue it, 
and that muſt be by a perfonal watchfulneſs and 
diligence to walk faithfully and circumſpe&aly 
with an holy zeal, and godly ſincere Love in all 
Chriſtian duties, Doft thou complain "that 
truth fails and feareſt that the Glory will de- 
part from 1ſrael; that Popery will prevail, and 
the Goſpel be ſuppreſſed or baniſht out of theſe 
Nations? then take away the Cauſe in thy ſelf 
firſt, and be a pattern of holineſs, be thou a 
living Saint z and then call others to be fo too; 
for it thou call them before, thy carnal lite 
will keep thy words from having .any force; if 
every one could be prevailed with to amend in 
his own heart and life, this would ſoon accom- 
pliſh fuch' a deſirable reſormation , 'that* the 
Colpel might continue, and its teachers not he 
removed into corners; the candleltick was not 
eatced to be takenaway until they had left 
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ther firft-Love, Rev. 2. 5. The Lord is always 
with his people, whilſt hoy are with him, and 
the Carſe cau{eleſs ſhall nut come, Prov. 26. 2. 
$0 that it 1s the Creature that puts from it ſelf 
the means of eternal life, AF. 13. 46. O 
ſoul, if thou wouldeſt have Golpel-mercies con- 
tinue, Then let a Golpel faith and a Goſpel-life 
Eenntinue; for if thou do not, yet God may 
o0Kcinue it for his mercy-ſake and his ſervants 
6h and thou mailt die and periſh under the 
abuſe of it, and not for want of it; be there- 
fore blameleſs and harmleſs, the fins of God 
witwout reouke, holding forth the word of 
ruth, Phil. 2. 15. 
. Uſe 3. Bc thankful | If your mercies exceed 
others, let your prailes exccl alſo Paul gives 
thanks at every remembrance of the Church 
upon te account of their Goſpel-priviledges, 
Phil. Lt. 3. O what praiſes ſhould Chriſtians 
render to the God of their mercies, for the 
gift of his Sen, which makes the Goſpel to be 
Glad rzdings lent ro the ſons of Inen, and pre- 
terving the word of liſe from being hid, for 
giving alight -10 this generation and to the 
pcople of the Land of our Nativity ; he might 
have ſent ir amongſt the Heathens, to China 
and America, and thoſe dark corners of the 
Earth, and Ezgland might have been without 
It, an4 only heard a report of it in another 
part of the world ;* But England hath d_ 
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lateas the Nurſery of Saints throughah high ; 
' hand of God; and if they which are concern'd. ) 
in that mercy, be not ſenſible of his: goodneſs; 
and from ' a ſoul-feeling-love give him hearty 
praiſes, the Heathen may rife in judgment a- 
Sainſt them 3 Let vs be thankful not only in ren- | 
dering the calves of our l;ps,but glorify him with, 
our bodys and with our ſpirits which are Goals, 
1 Cor. 6. 20. Labouring to have delight, #&#* - 
honour him and rejoyce, to praiſe him for {&e- | 
ing his wonderful fove ; we tnay experimental-' 
ly ſay. his loving-kindneſs is better than life,” 
therefore our ſouls ſhall praiſe him, that out” 
ſouls may be {atisfied as with marrow and fat- 
neſs, and our mouths ſhall praife hin with 5py- 
full lips, Pſal. 63. 3. That which men ſpeak. 
out ot cuſtom , when they ſay, 7 thank, God,. 
I praiſe God; being intermmgled with, vain' 
words, when they, withour reyerence and god-* 
ly fear, take the Name of God'in their mouths,, 
yet not lifting -up their hearts to' God when: 
they ſo ſpeak,this is ſo far from glorifying him, 
that *tis in truth but a taking his name in- vain,, 
which his Law forbjds, Exod. 20. Therefore let" 
all that fear God, take heed of this cuſtom praiſe 
' of the tongue withour the heatt vaderſtand- 
igly lifted up. #7 
*Tſeq If we live where Gods word is greach- 
ney hear and obey the truth, when 
Aa ny YuMYo 4 fro, ant l, 0+ efls is incrdiſed, 
4ihs | G Dan. 
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Dan; 12. 4, Then as Joſeph did in Epypt in 
temporal food, fo let us da in ſpiritual; that: 
is,be laying up a ſtock of knowledg and all fpiri- 
tual abilities,that if ſuch means ſhould fail either 
| in general or more particular to ſome people, 
' that we may then be like good houſholders,ha- 
ving in our trealuries things new and old; for 
how knows any what means he ſhall injoy in 
time ro come, how long God may confine any 
one. under ſome great afflitions, or how he 
may withdraw- his grace, if we do not im- 
prove our time and means in a day of grace? 
the wiſe man bids us go to the Ant and learn to 
provide in Summer when there is food to be 
had ; and not have it to ſeek in Winter when 
emptineſs covers the face of the earth, Prov. 8.6. 
- Therefore lay up the word in the {aving-know- 
ledg of it, and in its ſoul-renewing and fſoul- 
eſtabliſhing power. | 

Furthermore, In the Words of this Scripture, 
Thus ſaith the Lord, as the new wine us found in 
the cluſter, and one ſaith, deſtroy it not for a 
bleſſing is init; ſo will 1 do for my ſervants ſake. 
We may conſider, 

1. By this compariſon, the Lord ſhews that 
he ſearcheth before he ſentenceth ; he looks a= 
mong all the cluſters, to ſee which have Wine in 
them, , that he may not deſtroy the'innocent 
with the guilty, as he ſaith of Sodpw, Gzn« 
if, 21. The ſame is ſpoken of Feruſalew, That: 

. the - 
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the Lordwould ſharch with Candles, 'and then 
that he would puniſh them that were ſetled 
upon their lees, Zepb. 1.12. Therefore. the 
Lord commands a mark to be ſet upon thoſe 
that did -mourn for ſin, before the. man with 
the flaughter-weapon is to deſtroy, Ezth. g. 4. 

2, When the Lord is upon a deſtroying wor, 
among the Sons of men, then there is an inter- 
ceder for them that have a bleſſing in them 
there is one that faith deſtroy them not, which 
is the Vinedreſſer, Luke 13.8. | 

3- The bleſſing is in them, even ſpiritual blef- 
ſings in heavenly places in Chriſt Jefus', Ephef, 
1-'3, compared to new Wine, Mat. 9. 17. 
Luke 5. 37. When the Lord was threatning 
to recompence their iniquities into their bo- 
ſoms, Yerſ. 6. ſearch is made, as is implied by 
the word found; For it is a comparilon of a 
Vineyard corrupted, which the Vine-drefſer 
looks into the cluſters to ſee if there be not ſome 
that have Wine in them, which when he finds, 
he intercedes the Lord of the Vineyard not to 
deſtroy them that had this bleffing-in them, 
with thoſe that had corrupted themſelves. So 
when the Lord comes to the Church of J1/reel, 

which are his Vineyard, 1/a 57. he will judge: 
righteous judgment, ſome ſhzll ſing for joy of 
heart, and others ſhall howl ſor vexation of ſpt 
Tit, 'werſ. 14. So in the tine of his Goſpel- 
Chufch which is his Vineyard now, oh. 15-5; 
. W. 2 | he 
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he puts difference between man and: man: in 
the fame ſociety, Rev. 3. 4. Thou haſt a:few 
names in Sardss that ſhall walk with' me in 
white; not all, except they repent : he that 
is in the midſt of the Candlefticks looks among 
the Cluſters, even all the Congregations, into 
every heart; and when he finds this ſpiritual 
Bleſſing of ſaving-Grace coming from the Sp1- 
rit of God, he will own it, and intercede for 
itz ſaying, deſtroy it not, there is faith in it, 
zeal in it, the love of Godin it; the Lord an- 
* ſwers, I will not deſtroy it; ſo that deftruQi- 
on and preſervation may be the lot of them 
that are of one. and the ſame Congregation, 
iome may periſh though others may be pre- 
ſerved. | 

The next Obſervation from the words may 
be this: 

Do&rine 2. That ſpiritual Bleſſings are Se- 

curing-Priyiledges in the worſt of times. 

There are Three times that are called evzl, 
though they were not created fo, nor are {oin 
themſelves, but by reaſon of fin they become 
, bo toſicners. 

; 1, The day of ſickneſs aad death , remember 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not, Eccl. 12. 1, Job 27. 
20, 

-. 2, When the Lord is executing ſome great 

Tudgments in this lite, Awos 6, 3. Te that pi 
: x « 7a 
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far away the eail day, compared with verſe 14+. 
and Fer." 25. 29. Amos 5, 13, a3. * 

3. The laſt day, or day of Fudgment, when 
ſiriners muſt appears the Lord hath made all 
things for himſelf, even the wicked for the day of 
evil, Prov. 16, 4+ 

To prove this,. I ſhall for the Comfort of the 
godly, -colle& togerher ſome Scriptures that: 
plainly ſhew that & fate of Grace will find le- 
curity in all theſe times. x 

1,. Death, though it be the King of terrors, 
Job 118. 14, yet a gracious foul that hath this 
Bleſſing in it, is ſecure, and ſhall at be-afraid of 
the tidings of it : his heart ts fixed, truſting 1n 
the Lord, Pfal. 112.57. indeed graclels fouls, 
death comes on them 'like a tempeſt, terrors 
take 'hold of them like waters , and as a ſtorm 
they"are hurried out of their place, for God ſhall 
caſt upon him, and not-ſpare : he would fain flee 
ont of his hand, Job 27. 20." But"the righteous) 
hath hope in hiz death, Prov. 10. -32. They are 
tuken away from the evil to come, they ſhall ent: r 

2nto peace, they, ſhall reſt in their beds, each one 
walkzng in bu uprightneſs, Ia. 27. 2. whence 
we Jearn, that grace and godlinets dwelling in 
the ſoul, and exerciſed in the life, will render 
luch comfort and ſupportin a dying day,asto get 
above all fear of death z becauſe the ſpirit of God 
bragth witneſs with their ſpirirs that they are the 
children of God, Rom. 8. 16. whea they are 
- +780 G3 t.ere 
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here, they are ſtrangers on the earth, they ſeek 
a City to comz 3 therefore to go hence, is but 
to go home to their Fathers houſe, where 
Chrilt is preparing Manſions for them, Joh. 14. 
2. and will come again and receive them to bim- 
ſelf, that where he #, there they may be alſo: this 
hath -made Chriſt aa Martyrs die with ſuch 
courage, that hath even daunted their enemies, 
Such as live without grate, mult die without 
hope, or hav: a periſhing hope, which will be 
as the giving up of the Ghoſt, Fob 11.. 20. 
and 8, 3. Were men and women fo wile as to 
conſider their latter end, and ſeriouſly and in 
999d earneſt,lay to heart the dreadful thoughts 
which accompany poor dying creatures that 
are void of grace, and fo without God, with- 
out hope; ſurely they would not dare ſleep, 
(let ir ſhould be tneir. laſt ſleep _) until they 
had endeavcured a neweborn ſtare; and yet 
perſons are fo apt to put off theſe thoughts, 
with which they ſhould comfort themlclves 
when death comes,2s if they queſtioned whethex 
it would.come or no, O that they were wiſe, that 
they would conſider their latter end, Deut. 32. 
29. WhenCceath isevery day carried by me- 
ditations in our breaſt, it becomes our familtar 
2£quzintance , Its terror 1s loſt; but when 'man 
will not think of it fo as to watch every day in 
c xpectations for its approac':, that ſoul will gor 
be prepared for it, nor contented with it. ., 

FD 2. When”, 
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2. When the-Lord is executing Tempo= 
ral or Spiritual Fudgments, a child of grace 
who lives under his fathers bleſſhag, - is ſecured : 
for all the inſtances of God's dealing in former 
times with, and his promiſes made-to his peo- 
ple, ſhew, that either he delivers them from, 
or ſupports them in the greateſt of calamities, 
Noah and Lot were delivered from' the Judg- 
ments of their times, Ger. 7. 1. and , 19. 16; 
God tells all Ages after them why they were 
delivered, becauſe they were his, he did know 
them to be men that feared him, and were 
found righteous in their generation :' Feremiah 
Is a in that ſore captiyity, Fer. 39. 14. 
Thus we ſee that God doth ſometimes deliver 
his from the ſtroak of Judgments; -and-when 
he brings them thorough them, it is to -better 
them, tor his ſanRifying-preſence is with them; 
ſome of them of underfianding ſhall fall to. try 
them, and to purge them, and tomakg them white, 
Dan.u. 35-.fo allo ſaith the Lord,two parts ſhall be 
cut off and die, and a third part ſhall be left there- 
in,and I will brinz the third part thorough the fire, 
and 1 will refine them as ſilver is refined, and try 
them as golds tryed,. they ſhall call on my name, 
and I will hear 6a. Zec.13 9. and that theſe be- 
nefits may be effeted,theLord will bewith them 
to work all their works in them, Ja. 26. 12, and 
43- 2. {or though their outward man periſh, _ 
Ft their inward is renewed day by day; they 
-"h Ga ſhalt©' 
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thall-po home'to their father with gain, die the 
moe hu mble;” the more holy, and fo be: the: 
more happy 3. but when'a Judgment ſnatcheth 
away one that is without this bleſſing of ſaving 
Grace, it islike a Jaylor that takes the Male- 
jaRor, to putthimin the dungedn of the grave, 
il the Aſſizes-conſt to be arraigned, for all 
heir infidelity and difobedience. But where this 
bleſſing of Grace is as Oyl in the veſſel, -it helps 
them tolight in the darkeſt time, ſo that when 
they- are tryed , they ſhal come forth as gold, 

Job 23. 10. | 
: 3. Santtifying-grace is an antecedent to Glory, 
and-joyned together, P/ſal. 34. 11, to who- 
foever' have and keep this bleſſing in them, 
Chriſt will declare them to be the bleſſed of hs 
Father in the' great Cay wien they ſhall ſtand 
before him , at. 25. 34. which bleſſing is 
everlaſting, they. are bleſſed for evermore :. the 
Lord ſheweth folly in Jalachy the ſecure ſtate 
the gadly' gractous Souls ſhall be in at that day, 
which is\called the day of evil, laying, Behold 
the day cometh that ſhall burn as an oven, and all 
the proud, 'yea and all that do wickedly [hall be as 
Rabble, and the day that cometh ſhall burn them 
zp. This is a terrible day- indeed, and an evil 
day to all that do wickedly, e al. 4- 1 But 
is it fo to all? ſee ver/e 2 but unto you that fear _ 
my name ſhall the ſun of righteouſneſs arife with 
zealing in his wings, and ye ſhall go forth ani 
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grow up as Calves of the ſtall : from whence'it 
appears that that very day which is called the 
day of evil in reſpec of. ſinners, ſhall be a glo- 
rious and joyful day to thoſe that fear God; 
their Sun ſhall riſe which they have long looked 
for, and prayed for, and\waited for; this is 
the morning\ when the upright ſhall have the 
dominion, Pal. 49. 14. ſuch a glorious morn- 
ing as hath not been from the foundations of the 
world; Q it is fin that makes it to be an evil 
day; for the righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the ſus 
in the kingdom of their Father , Mat 13.743: 
- Therefore if. we' would have that day be a 
good day, we muſtin a Scripture-ſenſe be good 
men and good ,women, for otherwiſe we muſt 
not expett it a good day; for at the end of. the 
world the Angels ſhall come forth and ſever the 
wicked from among the juſt, and (ball caft them 
into the furnace of: fire, there ſhall be wailing and 
gnaſhing of teeth,Mat. 1 3.49. but when they ceaſe 
to do cuil and learn to do well, then the Lord calls 
them to reaſon together, though your ſins were 
as ſcarlet, they ſhalt be as wool; (o then ſpiritual. 
bleſſings are tfecuring Priviledges in the time of 
temporal. Judgments, the day of death, and at 
the judgment 10 come, Rev. 7. 14. Dan.” 'I2. 
13, Rom. 8, 28. For the tryal of our own 
hearts whether they are of the Cluſter where 
this new wine of Grace is found, we may-do 
well to conſider by Scripture-evidence the Pro» 
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perties of a ſoul indued with ſaving-Grace, that 
none may deceive themſelves in taking moral 
indowments and a civilized life to be that ſtate 
of Grace that hath the promiſe of Glory,' of 
which Paul ſpeaks, which' is as the life of holy 
performance, 1 Cor. 15. 10. even to ſerve 
= with reverence and godly fear, Heb. 12. 
28. 

Property 1. A gracious ſoul prizeth the duties 
of Religion above and beyond all other performan- 
ces: the Lord commends Mary, becauſe [ſhe 
prized her duty of hearing Gods Word, when 
there was ſome lawful work ſhe might have 
been imployed in, as fartha was in ſerving of 
honourable Gueſts; yet ſhe negleRts all that, to 
be hearing when Chriſt was preaching; ſhe 
prized her duty. which concerned heavenly 
things; and the Lord left his approbation upon 
record of her choice, Luk. 10.42. And all Gods 
people who have Grace, do demonſtrate it, by 
preferring their duties beyond all worldly per- 
formances. Daniel preferred his duty to the 
hazard of his life; he would not leave praying 
though he go to the Lions den for it, Dax. 6. 
10. Paul counted not his life dear unto himſelf, 
that he might finiſh his courſe, even the Mini- 
firy thar he had received of the Lord, «A. 
20. 24. the nature of Grace is to ſeek to pleaſe 
God, becauſe it comes from God, oh. 4. 37. 


you may make a gracious ſoul part with Wealth 
atd 
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and Health to do you ſervice ; but his Cuty, his 
heavenly work, his Fathers [mployment appoint- 
ed him till his Lord return, this he will not 
part with, or lay by, to pleaſe man, nor to 
pleaſe ſelf: natural men marvel that ſincere 
Chriſtians do not leave praying and performing 
other as of Religion when the powers, of the 
world forbid them 3 but they know not 
that it is the grace of God which conftrains 
them; it is that thoſe oppoſe, who perſecute and 
find fault with them for ſerving their God ac- 
cording to his requirements, whilſt fooliſh 
worldlings prefer only things below, and run 
madding after Money and Pleaſures,{pend their 
days, waſt their lives, proſtitute their Conſc:- 
ences, throw away their Soxls, and all to work 
out their own condemnation ; a ſoul adorned 
with Grace, looks with nd:ferency and flight 
affeion on all things here, that they may not 
kill bis duty 3 for if they do, his ſoul diech next, 
if he do not recover the life of his duties; if 
you take away from a Chriſtian his Lands, his 
Houſes, and Goods, he matters it not much, 
he {till can ve, for bi life ts bid with God; bur 
if once you can take away his Kel:gion, ſtifle or 
lupplant his duties, his faith, his prayers, love 
and hope, and the exerciſe of them, his reading, 
hearing, and meditation; then you endanger . 
his life, if not quite kill him; for except he re- '_ 
frieye them, he will ſoon be a dead man; yea 
| twice 


| [ 92 ] 
twice dead and pluckt up by the roots; this conſi- 
deration alſo moves every gracious Soul to 
eſteem bis duty, for you may diſcern (whether 
you have Grace ruling in your hearts by your 
eſteeming the ſervice of God above worldly 
things, Matt. 6. 21. | 
. Property 2, When Grace rules the heart, 
that man or woman ſtands in awe of Gods word, 
Plal. 119. 161. they tremble at it, 1/a. 66. 5, 
they are not ſtony-hearted , nor have feeled 
foreheads that will not melt under the word of 
God, as ſome had in 1ſrael, Zec. 7. 12. their 
earts are. tender, they humble themſelves 
when they hear the word, . 2 Chron. 22. 19. it 
takes impreſſhon upon them, like ſoft wax of 
the Seal; the ſtawp and divine Charatter abides 
there, becauſe Grace hath mollified the heart, 
and made it ſenſible that the Goſpel is the pow- 
er of God unto ſalvation, the will of God e- 
nated and determined in the high Court! of 
Heaven, and declared with ſigns and miraclys ; 
but where Grace is not, there is not this holy 
regard to Gods word ; they can break it and 
not tremble, hear thoſe terrible threatnings a- 
Sainſt fins, which they are guilty of, and yet 
little fear them, Fer. 6. 15- Oh! it is a m#- 
ſerable ſtate to be with them involved in a 
ſtony-hearted frame; to be without faving- 
Grace is {o wretched a condition, that a man 
paat knows the danger of-it, would not be in i 
an 
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and live and die fo, for ten thouſand worlds; for 
what can be more fad and deplorable, thari 
when the Great and Mighty God, Creator and 
Preſerver of Heaven and Earth, is not ſtood in 
awe of, his Word not regarded, his Counſel. 
TejeRed ? No marvel therefore if Payl ſeeing 
Iſrael left without ſaving-Grace, is fo tranſpor- 
ted with compaſſionate affeQion, as almoſt to 
wiſh himfelf ſeparated from Chriſt for them , 
Rom. 6. 3. | 4 
Properly 3. There will be an Abhorrence of 
evil, yea all appearance of evil; a' valuntary 
permitting of. fin cannot conſiſt with Grace, 
Foh. 8. 34. and 1 Fob. ;. 8, for ſaith the. Apo- 
ſtle, If any man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature, 
2 Cor. 5. 17... Moſt men and women. amongſt 
us, who are called Chriſtians, take it ill, if any 
do but queſtion whether they have Grace or 
not: Q therefore, that they would try and 
prove it themſelves, by its properties, and fruits, 
and operations ;, for as it is the Lord that'gs- 
veth grace, Tec. 12. 10. ſo where it is, it will 
-not be zdle, but active, bringing forth fruit, 
Gal. 5. 22. now the fruits of the ſpirit are love, 
joy , peace, long- ſuffering , gentleneſs , goodneſs, 
faith, meckneſs, temperance, &c. tell me, O touh; 
or {atisfie thy tclf, hat thou theſe fruits ?: canſt 
thou ay it in truth without felf-flattery and: be: 
lying thine own condition ? ſearch in good ear- 
ct, look them over again and: again, do they 


indeed 


- 
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indeed dyell in-thee? if not, leave off thy'talk; 
that thou haſt Grace ina ſaving-ſenſe : but on 
the contrary, inſtead of theſe, haſt thou not the 
works of the fleſh predominate in thee, as adul- 
tery, wrath, ſtrife, envyings, murders, drunk- 
enneſs, revilings, and the reſt of the works of 
darkneſs exercis'd by thee ? it may be thy con- 
ſcience may tell thee, that a thele fins are not 
aQtually chargeable on thee ; there are but few 
that are guilty of all ſuch abominations; but St. 
Fames ſaith,he that offendeth in one point ,offendeth 
in all, Jam. 2, 10. Murder may be committed 
by Hatred, 1Joh. 3. 15. Adultery by Luft, 
Matt. 5. 28. and ſo in other fins: It often hap- 
pens that a mans complexion or conſtitution will 
not admit him to commit certain particular ſins, 
or he may decline them for Kepwtation or 
worldly Intereſt; all this is no ſymptome or 


_ effet of Grace; for if the heart be carnal, or 


filled with ſecret corruptions carryed ſtill by a 
bias to the world , not leaving it but upon 
outward reſpets, then when it comes and of- 
fers it {elf on their own terms, and to their own 
liking , ſuch perſons will undoubtedly cloſe 
with it, ſince they are not mov'd with right 
principles, nor hate and forbear fin as they 
ought to do out of conſcience towards God , 
becauſe he is diſhonoxred and diſpleaſed ther:by, 
which ſhould be the grand caule of their aver- 


fron; and therefore ſuch a civil, moral,or politith, 
convers 
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converſation alone is far from a ſtate of Grace. 
Property 4. Grace inclines to perſeverance, t0 
go on in a zealous progrels in every Chriſtian 
duty, to preſs forward and not move as the door 
upon the hinges, in a cuſtomary way, and be ne- 
ver the better; for the Grace of God zeacheth 
4 to live godly, and right*ouſly, and ſoberly, in 


this preſent world , Tit. 2. Paul through the 


Grace of God had a perſevering zeal to preſs 
, forward towards the mark, of the price of the 
bigh calling, Phil. 3, 14. the path of the Fuſt « 
as a ſhining light that ſhineth more and more unto 
the perfett day, Prov. 4. 18. As the weight in 
the Clock ſets all the wheels a going, To Grace 
keeps forward the whole courſe of Religion, 
ſtrengthens the feeble knees, and' hands. hanging 
down ; when a Beleiver is dull and heavy, that 
he knows not how to pray, nor what to pray 
for, then he goeth to God through Jeſus 
Chriſt, of whoſe fulnels we receive all Grace,and 
who promiſeth to pour upon. his ſervants the: 
ſpirit of Grace and {upplicarion, his ſpirit help- 
ing their infirmities; he ſtrengthens them with 


ſtrength 5n their ſouls, Plal., 138. 3. then they 


mount up with wings 44 an Eagle, they run and 
are not weary, they walk, and faint nt, Ila, 40. 
31. Thus the J/rae/ of God goerh toward 
their land of promiſe under the condudt of-Gods 
Wprd and Spirit, like the c{ond and pillay, have: 
ing the trumpet of the Golpe! founding fors 
1 wards 5 
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wards their Camp, ſaying, ſo run that you 
way obtain ; and come with me from Lebanon my 
ſpouſe , with me from Lebanon, Cant. 4. 8. Le- 
on Was a moſt pleaſant place, beſet with 
ſtately Cedars; now we want many a call from 
the vain pleaſures and profits of the world, to 
follow Chriſt in holy perſeverance, for it is the 
continuance tn well doing that hath the promilc of 
glory, and immortality, honour, and eternal life, 
Rom. 2. 7. which thould encourage us to re- 
move the ſtakes of our tents of worldly-minded- 
neſs, and go forward, leſt we die in our linger- 
ings, arid come ſhort of the eternal Reſt. To 
help us herein, let us exerciſe Grace to work 
up our ſouls to a zealous frame fit for perteve- 
rance], that -it may appear that our Religion 
hath ſomething in it that comes from heaven, 
and is leading us to heaven where our God, and 
our Chriſt, and our everlaſting Manſions are, 
which will in due time recompence all our en- 
deavours with an inexpreſſible, more than ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. | 
| Property 5. Where Grace is, there is love to 
God, 'the love of God ts ſhed abroad in the heart 
by the Holy Ghoſt, Rom. 5. 5. through Grace 


the heart 1s drawn to obey that great Precept; 


T hou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thine 


heart , and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 
might, Deut. 6, 5- When love to God dwyls 


in the heart, the out-goings of it will appear 
| n 
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in keeping his appointments, &s it is ſaid, Solo 
won loved the Lord, and walked in the ſtatutes 
of David bis father, in the firſt of his Reign, 
1 Kings 3. 3- $0: Fob laith , this #« the love of 
God that we keep his commanaments, 1 Joh, J- 3, 
Perſons may ſuppole they love God, when they 
are not in a ſtate of Grace, but live in ſin 
but Chriſt ſpeaks otherwiſe, | Joh. 14..23, 24, 
from whence they may know, that if God.ſay 
repent of thy ſin, and yet they rejoice in fin, it. 
doth plainly ſhew they love not God; dath 
Chriſt ſay he that loveth me will keep my, words? 
and wilt thou fay thou loveſt him, and thy life 
proves that thoudoeſt not keep bus words ? and 
if thy Conſcience be not dead , if thou woyld- 
eſt let it ſpeak, it would tell thee to thy face, 
that thou doſt not love God on Scripture-ac- 
count, and it would tell thee that the fame 
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= Property: 6:- A gracious ſoul by Faith-:ap- 
plycth' Juſtification to-it ſelf, by the offering 
of the body'of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſheddiris of 
his blood for the remiffion of ſins, Heb. 10. 14, 
Rom, 5+ 9.: Col. 1. 20, 21424. The humble 
Soul to whom Grace is promiſed , is willins! t6 
look upon-all its own righteouſneſs: as fithy 
raps; -can expe: nothing” from. it '{elf ' but 
wrath 5 knows:it felf in an' undorie condition, 
trys, ' God be mereiful 'to'me'a ſinner, and with 
an humble-boldnefs, looks'upon Gods everlaſt: 
ah Love art? takes courage, becauſe it hears a 
heavenly voice, ſaying, come unto me all pe that 
ave weary ad beavy laden, I will refre you, 
and you ſhall find reſt to'yotir fouls , Mat: 11, 
28. and having received byFaith the affurance 
of an intereſt in that great Sarrificez 'Chriftis 
now become 'to ſuch fouls w:ſdom, and:righie: 
onſneſs , arid ſanitification , | and rtdeiyption | 


ix Cor. 1. 39 Thendo theyitake to this ec 


yo 
refuge, and lay hold of the everlaſting loved of: 


an everlaſting God; by Faith they embrace all 
the gracious Promiſes of things preſent itil 
things to come, which they ſee their own through 
Chrift Jeſus, 1 (or. 3. 22. Now none but 
Chriſt! who is appointed of God to be'a Prince 
and a Savior, for Juſtification and: Salvation; 
then they reſolve through grace to die to ſin, and 
tive to riphteouſneſs, ſince thete'was ſo much 
loyein Chriſt as to dic for their ſins 3 now art 


£ 


[ 99 } 


hot his Commandments grievous, but they g9 
cheetfully'on in their dutys, for they know that. | 
their labour 1s not in vain in the Lord,and fo they 
are not ſoonrmoved away from the hope of the 
Goſpel, for: they have an Anchor caſt within 
the wait,” Heb; 6. ' $0: thefe gracions ſouls that | 
have a bleſſing”in chem , receive Chriſt in his 
deareſt . retations; as a portion for ever; the 
Lord owns theſe believing people, who were 
children of death, until they were received to- 
favour” upon covenarit-rerms of life; and how: 
having fellowſhip with the” Father and the Son, 
r Joh: 1. 3. as living ſtones in Gods. build=. 
ing, they grow xp an holy temple in the Lord, 
Epheſ. 2. 2t. - e 7.24 I-61 

Property 5. Moreover a gracious ſoul is pos 
ſeſfed with patitnee, as the conimon frame of tiis 
life. 1 waited patiently for the Lord; Waith 'Dal 
vid, 1fa. 55. 7; 1 Our Lord having lsy'd beford 
his Difciples the "great tribulations of ' the hiff 
times, gives them this charge, #!! yo## parichcd 
poſſeſs your ſouls, Luk. 21. 19. Fob is tecdr* 
ded to be indued with much patience ; butwe 
read alſo that he was a man feariag God ; he 
was a man 'who' had other vertues; as lotie*ro 
God;, arid faith that did accompahy aid affift 
his parience y to Carty throtgh ſuck great 
troubles; good men are liable t6 trouble as 
well as others, Pſal. 74. but Have fonierhng 
rd b&I vp-ilt;ir Spirits under thei; evety f6- 
£3 0 H 2 menibrcarice 
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membrance of Gods promiſe, that al things 
ſhall work together for good to them that love Gody 
is a ſtay of the mind in the greateſt tribulation; 
for as it hath hope of ſtrength from God, ſo it 
expects benefit by the afflition , and therefore 
a patient waiting is not ſo burthenſome, though 
they be in greatdiſtreſs, asit is to a man whoſe 
portion is in this life z to thoſe that have ſet 
their hearts on things below , when pain or loſs 
comes, it takes more impreſhon there, becauſe 
. theſe things are the things they chiefly look at, 
and eſteem; therefore you ſhall hear ſuch very. 
impatient when calamity comes : O! faith one, I 
did not think of this trouble, this fire, this 
ſhipwrack, this unthrifty ſon, this ſick bed, 
this dying hour comes ſo ſuddenly upon me , 
howcanl bearit? indeed it is a ſad ſtate for a 
pcor creature to be driven out of his houſe, and 
know not where to get another; ſo a'creature 
that is ſummoned out of his houſe of clay, and 
hath no good aſſurance of an houſe from Hea. 
ven, but hath ground to fear that his next ſen- 
fit]: lodging may be in everlaſting flames, or if 
he loſe his goods hath reaſon to believe that all 
h's portion is gone, his portion being in this 
liſe, Pſal. 17. and then he is undone ; indeed 
here is little ſupport to help patience for 


when goods, caſe, and life goeth from ſuch 
2N one, what hope is there but an undone ſtats, 


$0 be carried/ to priſon for debts unpaid; there 
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the ſecond death; but a child of Grace know- 
ing that when this cottage of clay ſhall fall to 
the earth, there is an houſe from Heaven eter- 
nal, 2Cor. 5. 1. which fadeth not away, can 
therefore cheerfully ſay , Lord now letteſt thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace, Luk. 2. 29, in the 


loſs of all things can quiet himſelf, ſaying, the 
Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away, bleſſed 


to lye in utter darkneſs for evermore, which is 


be his name, for if his wiſdom fee that they can , 


ſerve him better in the want of all theſe things, 
they canſay, thy will be done;; if the Lord will 
chaſtiſe them to bring them nearer to himſelf, 
they taſting of that benefit, conclude it was 
good for them that wy were affliftted; for it is 
the Lord, let him do what ſoev: F. pleaſe, 

T here might be ſome other Properties menti- 
oned to prove ſaving Grace to dwell in the foul 
where they are found ; but I ſhall for brevity 
pals them over, and rather ſpeak a little to a 
few Priviledges that ſuch a foul enjoys, and 
with a ſhort Application con—_— 

I. Priviledg. Grace ſanAtifieth. Pant who 
was choſen to be an Apoſtle of the Genres, 
preaching to them Gods love, in accepting 
them to be his people, ſhows how they come 
to ohtain that privilelug, R om. 14. 22. vit. 
by the gaodneſs of God: and elfewhere the rem- 
nant oof Iſrael that believed obtained mercy 
4 through grace, Rom, 11. 6, and that the offer» 
JW2"g up of the Genres was /anttified by the Hoy 
H 3 Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt, Rom. 15. 16. ſo they having accep- 
Ted of Grace offered, and having received 'it, 
were {o {anified, that the Apoſtle calls them 
beloved of God called to be Saints, Chap. 1. 7. 
The Church of {(drinth are informed or re- 
minded what they lometimes were, and what 
they were then, and how they came to be' fo, 
vViZ.1t was by being ſauttified by the Spirit of 
God, 1 (or. 6. 11, this is a great priviledg 
promiſed ro Gods people, which they are to 
know is Gods pift, it is the Lord that ſanRifi- 
eth chem, Exod. 31. 13- there is much need of 
this Grace of our God, to aſſiſt us in ordering 
cf © our fpiritnal affairs in our own Breaſt: 
there is {o much wandering, ſo many weart- 
ſome gueſts of vain thoughts that are to be un- 
lodged thence, and there is fuch an undiſpoled: 
neſs to lively performance of duty, ſo much 
want of a daily revival of vertue, and to be 
kept m an holy frame, that we had need to 
ute all means to obtain and increaſe Grace- 

2. Priviledg. As grace ſan#tifies, fo it ſatiſ: 
fies and comforts a ſoul, it being a work of the 
Spirit of a gracious God, 1 Cor. 15.10. Epheſ. 
3. 8. 1Cor. 2. 4. operating with his' word 
to fatisfhe aud comfort his people, | David 
longed after the Lord, and:thirſted for him. 'O! 
row did he want more of Gods preſence in' his 
SanQuary, ty irjPy more Grace, and expt ſa- 
tisfa&tion by it; fy VNoul ſhall be ſatisfied as with 
warrow and fati.eſs, Pial,'s z. F-" and the. fame 


Prophet 
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- Prophet {peaking ; of the - Saints priviledg, 
Gich, they thall abundantly Fattsfied with 1 
fatneſs of thine houſe, Plal. 36.8. this is ſoul- A 
fatistying living water that comes out from the | 
Sanftuary, the promiſed comfort, the experi- 
enc/d felicity of, the heauen-born. ſons of Zion + 
this ſatisfies them/in priſon-holes, and in great 

- tribulation, when-their enemies wonder what 
it-is that ſupports them fo cheerfully. to hold 
their integrity': thale yhat bave noother cam- 

- fort but yhat ſprings. from goods, and friends, 
and-children, will: find them but cold comfarts 
erelong, when they with weepings, muſt bids, > 
their laſt farewel; to yhem all; - O then this.com- 
fort.that comes from above, will be an- abiding 
comfort, that.nq trouble can out-ballance, nor 

ſorrow. diſpoſſels. : 
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5nto truth, Fob. 16. 1 3. ſo that it*s not Wit, nor 
Learning, nor Study, nor Morality, that al- 
together accompliſheth a man to be a Chreiſt5av, 
or a teacher of Gods word, yet they are {ervicea- 
| ble in their place. to further a man in the ſame, 
and therefore not to be lighted, but endea- 
voured after; yet ſome of the greateſt Learn- 
ed, haye been the greateſ# Hereticks : who a 

reater School-man than Aquinas? who more 
eminent in Qu:rks of Logick than eArius and 
many others? fo that we way ſay with Paul, no 
many wiſe men after the fleſh; but this our hea- 
yenly guide failsnot them who are lead thereby; 
therefore quench not the Spirit which God hath 
promiſed to them that obey him, A. 5. 32. 
and in the Proverbs, ſaith, 'Turn you at my re- 
proof, behold I will pour out my ſpirit unto you, 
Prov. 1. 23. which is a great encouragement 
"toendeavour after ſaving-grace, that foul-blef- 
fing which is of neceſſity to eternal life, R ow. 
8. 9. Many and unſpeakable'are the benefits of 
Grace which neither pen nor tongue can ex- 
preſsz but theſe few here noted, may excite our 
dull affeftions the more vigorodſly to labour 
after it. | 433Y 
" Vſe 1. This may tir up to a ſtrii# exammat:- 
o of our ſouls, whether we can find this bleſ- 
fing in us3 a Chriſtian's work is heart-work, 
the inward manis renewed, Fer. 4. 14. Eppe/. 
4- 23. it is ſafe totry, and dangerous to be fe- 
SG Ss -7 1 4 $ | | cure 
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cure without tryal in a matter of ſuch con- 
cernmentz ſee and know certainly whether 
you have ſaving-Grace or.not, examine whee ' 
ther there be the properties flowing from it, 
whether you eſteem duty to God and obedi- 
ence to his word very highly ? do you ſtand in 
awe and ſhun fin? have you perſevering zeal 
and love to God ? and ſaving-Faith and Pati- 
ence , and all other vertues growing up in you, 
which we find in Scripture do demonſtrate a 
work of Grace wrought? and all this for the 
Lord*s ſake that commands it, and thy ſouls 
fake that hath need of it? deal uprightly 
wi th thy ſoul, and do not endeavour only to fi- 
lence an unquiet conſcience,but to renew a right 
ſpirit within thee ;, that when the Lord comes 
to ſearch his Vineyard, he may find »ew wixe in 
thee, and ſay, deſtroy it not, there us a bleſſing 
7 it. 

Uſe 2. Let this teach us to endeavour the 
continuance of Grace, hold faſt Grace, Heb. 
12. 28, that we leak not out any attainment 

we injoy 3 and take warning by that miſerable 
loſs of Saul, who for his ditobedience fo offend- * 
ed the Lord, that the Spirit of the Lord departed 
from him, 1 Sam. 16. 14. O have you fome- 
times had any attainments that did warm your 
Souls, and compole your ſpirits to ſerve the 
rd; and do you find that there are abate- 
ments upon. your heatt? then look about you, 
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{ce what hath opencd adoor to leak out thoſe in- 
joyments;furely tome:enemy hath done this,tome 
{in,ſome worldly imagination or carnal luſt,fome 
ſinful compliance, fome omiſſion of duty, or 
committing of evil hath done this miſchief; 
fearch out where. the cauſe is, for ſure there is 
ſome Acbar in thy Camp that muſt be ſfoned to 
death, or otherwiſe thou wilt not recover thy 
loſt or decayed. Pearl; and therefore pray with 
David, Lord take not thy holy ſpirit from me, but 
refore the joy of thy ſalvation, Pal. 51. and that 
He would renew fis quickning ſpirit, Pſal. 34 
18..:that' thou mayeſt praiſe him when 'he ſhall 
inlarge thine hearr, 

* UWje 3. Improve Grace, be not negligent z 
idleneſs caufeth ſpiritual Poverty as well as tem- 
poral;” we are counte!'d not to be. /lotbful in buſs- 
yeſs,Rom.12.11, but bediligent, that we may be 
found of him in peace; that (ervant that did nat 
improve his Talent, ſhall be blamed & fentenced 
faith the Lord, and they that make a diligent ufe 
of the abilities given themſhall be accepted take 
heed of a dull asſpoſition in Religion, :rememer 
that the Kingdom of heaven tuffers weolence, and 
the violent takes it by force, Matt, 11. 12. 
Grace is like a grain.of Muſtard-ſced . growing 
up/in-a-well-tilled heart, ro vittble branches/of 
a godly lite ;- but llothfulneſs will let the heart 
he overrun with weedy corruptions, and will-adt 
find time nor take-pains to exercile thote abiſſtes 
d- 7 t & 
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they have 3 though they will atlow both time | 


and induſtry to till their land, znd,improve their 
goods, but little time will be a.lowed in things of 
eternal concernment ; there is 10 much time to 
eat, drink, and ſleep, and many other things for 


pampering or adorning the body, that there is 


with many little or {carceany time left to read, 


pray, hear the Word, exhart and comfort o- 


thers, viſit the ſick, examine their own. hearts 


canft not find time ſufficient tg ferve God in, yet 
thou mult find a time to die ifiiere long; as much 
haſt as thou art in now, thou muſt*haveleflure 
for that; and lay all thy work afide, and:leave 
all thy a&ings upon the ſtage of this 'world' like 
. a dream that is paſt, P/al: 95. 5-. and it: will 
be reported in thy neighbourhood erelong, that 
ſuch a man or ſuch a woman is dead to day or to 
night ; therefore find time and take pains'to ſeek 
after Grace and improve it , -for it is a "good 


thing that the heart be eftabliſhed with grace, 


Heb. 13. 9. Take therefore a few Motives 
thereunto. 
Motive 1, Conſider that Chriſt came to bleſs, 


that we might inber:r a bleſſing , the high-Prieft * 


under the Law had three tervices incumberit'on 


his Office z Firſt, to ofer ſacrifices. 'Secondly, | 
6 burn incenſe. Thirdly ,_ to blefi the ' people | 


| in the name of the Lord » Namb. 6, 23,-294 


1 Chrox, 
»*\ b 
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and lives, and ſuch like duties incumbent on * 


Chriſtians : but know, O man, that though thou. 


[ ro8 } | 
I Chron. 23. 13, All which our great bigh Pri: ft 
compleatly accompliſh*t when 'he had offered 
himſelf a ſacrifice for ſin, and ſat down at the 
reoht hand of God to make interceſſion for all Saints, 
which is as incenſe moſt precious; and alſo he 
came to bleſs them in turning his people from 
their iniquities, A. 3. 26. fo then by pur- 
chaſe he werited, by interceſſion obtained, and 
by bleſling beſtowed all the riches of Grace and 
Glory upon believers; which being conſidered, 
ſhould animate our defires after the ipritnal bleſ- 
ſing, ſince it ſprings from the love of God, and is 
convey*d to us through Chriſt Jeſus. 

AMotsve 2. Conſider that Eſau who lighted 
but his Father Facobs bleſſing, had great diſad- 
vantage by it; for ſelling his Birthright of the 
Elder, he had jno right to the bleſſing of the 
Elder, which ſhewed his little regard thereto, 
Heb. 12. 17. though afterwards when he 
heard that Facob was made his Lord, he too late 
lift up his voice and wept, Gen. 27. 38. This 
ſhould move perſons to eſteem of a Heaven-born- 
birth-priviledg, to be Abrahams children; for 
of ye believe, then are you Abrahams ſeed, Gal. z. 
29. If you ſo believe as to be Chriſts, then your 
Father's bleſſing belongs to. you; for if you are 
Heaven-born children,you haye a promile to in- 
herit a bleſſing, 1 Per. 3. 9., Chriſt pronoun» 
ceth them bleſſed, arr. 5. and will make theps. 
0, Matt. 25, 34, Therefore let us be _— ; 
tnat 
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that we be not with Lordly Eſas, taking our 
Pleaſures, and hurting after this world, and fo 
loſe our part of this bleſſing , and then when 
it 15 t00 late, weep and mourn for the loſs of ſo . 
rich a Mercy; wait at home. at _ your fathers ' 
houſe as Jacob did, and be humble as he was, 
watch and pray that you may get the bleſſing ; 
though the Eſaus of this world hate you for it, 
yet God will be with you as he was with him / 
ſor ever. 


r <p 7 


"SERMON V. 
2.) 3 Joh. Verl. 2. 


Beloved, I wiſh above all, that thou mayeſt 
proſper and be in health, even as thy 


ſoul proſpereth. 


HE Penman of this Epiſtle had in his 
former,written largely of that excellent 

Vertue Love, which appears to have 

; dwelt moſt plenteouſly in-the breaft of 
this holy and good mana beloved of the Lord,ſs 
that he did write from a ſenſe of the uſe and ex- 
cellency thereof that he had upon his own heart, 
that the ſame precious Grace might rule and a- 
bound in others as it did in himſelf both towards 
God and his people, and this without reſpe& of 
perſons, as we are commanded, Fam. 2, 3. that 
it may appear that they love the Head, when 
their affe&tions are inlarged towards all the 
members of that body which is his : a thing ve- 
ry much wanting in moſt ages, and as it ſeems 
at the time of this holy mans writingz for as 
other vertues decreaſed, ſo did this alfo, _ 

vw 
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when eyil gets' into the heaft, Love is quickly 
rooted out; when the *poor enyy, or art leaſt 
detline their reſpe&s to them that are rich, be- 
ing diſſatisfied with their own condition” where- 
in the gracious Providetce of 'God that orders 
alf things for the beſt hath placed them; whereas 
they ovght/in whatever ſtate to be content, and! 
rejoice in anothers good as” in their own': and 
on the other ſide; thoſe that enjoy plenty of 
theſe outward things, grieve and defpife thoſe 
that are poor, and becauſe they Rtand in need of 
their aſſiſtance ; harbour hard thoughts of them 
that they areidle, or waftful 3 and fo thefe mus 
tual ſfurmifings draw back their affe&ions from 
eactrother, having alfo too often a great mix- 
ture of Pride flowing from jthoſe corruptions, 
which are apt to paff vp in the fulncls of retnpv= 
ral injoyments, and alfo when there fall out dif- 
ferences about worldly. things, theſe being roo 
much loved, they do many times break off that 
love which ſhould be amongſt Chriſtians; and 
that which is till more fad; is when there is 4 
difagreement about the underſtanding of Serip: 
ture, when mens apprehenſiors and judgments 
do not juſt meet in one and the ſame periwation, 
then inſtead of informing each other in love, 
they do by violent and hot contention, drive out 
that Chriſtiat! love. that Har cover a multitude 
of infirmitles, 1Pet. 4. 8. this love. being, bro- 
KF, is very hardly recojcred; as [adexperience 
Oe. * proves 


6 
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proves; it were to be wiſhed that.there wete 
not {ome of this diſpoſition among all ſorts of 
perſwafions called Chriſtians, who too little 
read or mind as they ſhould, the writings of Sr. 
Fohn, who would teach them other things, be 
that hateth his brother « in darkneſs, even until 
ziow,.. 1 Joh. 2. 9. yea he is a murderer, and no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him, 1 Joh. 
3. 15. nor let theſe and other Scriptures be 
wreſted by any, ſaying they are #0 brethren 
that do not believe and praQiſe as they them- 
ſelves do; indeed Fov's three friends ſeemed wiſe 
and religious, and yet they condemned Fob un- 
j3»/tly; and when they had {aid what they could, 
fone reproves them for condemning the 5n- 
nocent;, it will not be taken well when men ſhall 
aſſume to themſelves above what is within the 
bounds of humility and charity ; Diotrephes op- 
poſed Fobn that preacher of love he calt them 
out of the Church, would not own them as bre- 

' rthren whom John owned, and received them 
not which he ſent, 3 Foh. 10. that ſpirit of ..D- 
otreph:s doth and ever did oppoſe love, and 
whereſoever it prevails it doth rent and divide : 
O that there were in our ſelfiſh age many more 
than there are, that John-lihe, were of a healing 
ſpirit! that Charity might ſand in the gap and 
plead for unity among the children of God, 
and that all fclf-ſecking intereſt and petty 
Feuds might be paniſhed, and be no gh 
' ow 
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ho w amiable then would Chriſtianity be ! how 
would a habit of love become truth! if peace: 
and truth went hand in hand, then no reſpe& of 
perſons would appear , then ſuperiors , equals, 
and inferiors, would be all loved, one ſhould 
not be envied becauſe he is above us either in 
temporals or ſpirituals;z and another ſhould not 
be diſeſteemed , becauſe ke is below us z, but that 
place where God hath ſet us ſhould content us, 
Is it ſo hard a thing to be perſwaded to comply 
with ſo {weet and lavely a vertue as this is ? ſhall 
not pride, and whilperings, and ſelf-will, tale- 
bearing, flattering,. and all cauſes of contenti- 
oh, be parted with? but alas! how mapy are ſo 
in love with them, that true lJove'can't enter 

if the Lord ſhould ſeek advantages againſt his 
poor Creatures, as they do oe againſt another, 
where would they appear ? but he.is God and 
not man, and,will not break. the bruiſed reed, .for 
he is love, and he that dwelbeth in love dwelleth in 

God and he in him, 1 oh. 4. 16. 

We lee alſo here in the Text, how zealouſly 
affeRionate this moſt loving, and beloved Diſci- 
ple of our Lord is towards the Saints, how. 
earneſily he wiſhes the proſperity of Gaizs, and 
what rejoycing notice he takes of his growth in 
Grace, and the thriving of his Soul : whence 
we ſhall _ this: | | 

- Dot. That 4 Soxl-proſperino fate uu a defira- 
ble 20 commendable Pe.” sP Ns 


We 
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*  Wered that when our Lotd Jefus ſent from 
Heaven to the Ciurches of [Aſia, he finds vcct- 
fion to blame' ſome of them; there are found 
allo ſome that are commended ; thou art rich; 
4thriving jeoplez; the Lord ſendsthem a double 
Promife : Firſt, a'Ctown of life. Secondly, fe- 
Curity not to be hutt of the ſecond death; Rev: 
2, 9. The Apoſtle commends the Thefſalonzans 
for their ſpiritual proſperity, ſaying, your faith 
groweth exteedingly, and your chatity rowards ont 
another aboundtth; 2 The. 1. 3.they did fo thrive; 
that he with much confiden:e faith , that"God 
bad cheſen them to ſalvation from the beginning, 
2 Thel. 2. 13. Of which let us make theſe im- 
provements. | | 
Uſe 1. Since we read that fome haye had [ear 
ſouls, as Pal. 106. 15. it 1s very uſeful to conſider 
by way of Examination how our ſouls do? whe= 
ther they thrive, or hot? Moft' men will caft vp 
their accounts concerning their outward ſtate, 
to know how it is with thei in increaſe or de- 
cay; and every wife man if he find that he decays, 
will endeavour ſome other courſe in his trade, or 
abate in his expences, and not'go on without 
taking any account until he is utterly undone : 
ſo every one that doth exerciſe true wiſdonr, will 
count often with his ſoul to know its ſpiritgal 
condition, leſt he be undone for ever before he be 
aware: therefore to help us in this work, I ſhall 
propound ſomething to be conſidered as ſigns of 
ul -decays. 1 Sign, 
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1. Sign, We may Compare our [piritual tate 
with our bodies 5n health or ſickneſs, to bring it 
the nearer to our experiences. itisa fignot a 
preſent or future decay of ſtrength and health, 
when the appetite to food is decayed or loſt; 
Fob 33. 20, fois it wich us in ſperitwals, Chrilt 
faith it'is a bleſſed ſtate to be hungring and thirſt- 
mg after righteouſneſs,, Matt, 5. 6. but when a 
ſoul is not longing after the word ot - life by 
which man ſhould live and not by bread alone, 
Matt. 4.4. when it doth not thirſt after God 
like the Hart after the water-brooks. it is a ſign 
of decay; and when it comes to loath its ſpirit 
al food, then it is fick indecd near death, Ate. 
2. 6, then night ſhall be upon you, and it ſhall 
be dark unto yon; when men will negle& hear- 
ing and other duties upon {mall accounts it may 
be it is ſome les to go, or lome rainfalls, or. 
it is too hot or too cold ; or the Preacher is as 
Micah was to eAhab out of their affettrens, he 
tells them of their ſins, and threatens, F«dz- 
ments, and propheſies no good tothem;, or if they 
take a book into their hands to read, are fo little 
affeed with, and the mind fo little exercis'd in 
the things they read, that ſleep is ready to ſhut 
their eyes, or dull their fſenfes, 1o that it he- 
comes unprofitable: all theſe are. very ſad 
ſigns of an unhealththy foul, and a decaying Chri- 
ſtianngy - | "i 
2. Sign, When p:ople are weary without canſe, 
| 2 tis 
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this the Phyſicians fay- foreſheweth diſeaſes of the 
bouys fo is it when people" are:called into the 
Lords Vineyard, and have ſet their hand [to 
work in the works of God, and grow weary-and 
dull, and need prccept upon precept, and line up 
01 line, and yet- go on heavily like men t:rgd aur, 
when there is no cauſe; for the Lord, nor' his 
Golpel give them no caule,. there. is:to much 
{mweet reireſ{hment in a Goſpel-life that nothing 
und:r H-aven'is to be compared with it, 446+ 
6. 3. 1 Pos. 1, 8. _X * -. 
3. Sgn, As in the natural body when cor- 
ruption and lup-rabounding hmors are not purg- 
ed out, it produceti diſtempers; fo it is with our 
?nwar4 man: if the corruptions of fl:ſh and ſpi: 
rif be-not purged out but remain, this will make 
that foul ſich, Ifa. 1. 5. the whole head i ſick, 
and th: whole heart 14 faint : why fo ? becauſe 
there were bruiſes, wands, and putrifying ſores. 
The way to thrive is to keep the heart clean; and 
it any ill humors do begin to ariſe, then go'to 
the great Phiſician and intreat a portion of: his 
Grace to pe and purifie thy heart 3! and when 
tzou haſt obrained it, then improve it'with thy 
whole might, and tet not thine eye, nor thy 
hand, nor thy heart ſpare it, as Saxl did the 
ſpoil of eAmaleck; torif thou do, it will make 
thy {onl ear, and ſick, anddie; and remove meri 
cy, as it did from Saul; for God hated Agelect 
becaute they were ſinrers; and fin wherefocyer 
| it 
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it is ſuffered, will Jeſirey ;” theteſore purg. out the 
old leaven, 1 Cor. 5 7. 
_. Uſe 2. Hence be exhorted to endeavour this 
foul proſperity ;, it is commendable, and it is com- 
manded, 1 The/. 4.7. 2Pet. 3.18, Canyou 
thrive in better riches than the riches of Grace, 
or'iin any that will bring you greater advantage 
and rerurns of profit ? the Merchant will ven- 
ture his eſtate into a far countrey. in hape of a 
return with gain, who loſeth ſometimes his ex- 
peRations and will not men: venture. on this 
proſperous work that hath the Eternal God for 
a helper to manage theſe ſoul-aſfairs, that miſ- 
carry not by enemy, nor by tempezlt; and the 
return is fo ſure,and profits ſo laſting, that it out= 
valueth the choiceſt Pearls of the Eaſtern worl4, 
and out-laſteth the Sun and Moon, an will be 
an enduring ſubſtance when the Farth ſhall fall 
and. riſe no more, J/a. 24. 20. yea when 
Heaven and Earth ſhall have no place found for 
them, Rev. 20 11. yct then ſhall a ſoul thriving 
Saint have a rich and glorious place in the falneſs 
of joy , their names being found in the Lambs 
book, of life, written among the living in Fern: 
falem ,- for :the ele& of God, choſen in Chriſt 
from pe pj arſe of the world to be heirs with 
Chriſt of the city of God, whole name ſhall be 
written upon them, Rev. 3. 12. iNow that we 
may grow xp in tMs-lpiritual- ſtate, to increaſe 
anP®Þrolper in every good thing, faith, and 
199 Z love, 
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love, zeal-and godlineſs, and be fitted to ſerve 
the Lord acceptably, and come to full aſſurance 
of his love to our ſouls, and may have joy in be- 
lieving, rejoycing with joy unſpeakable and full of 
Glory, 1thall preſent unto you fome few dire- 
ions tending to a proſpering ſtate, 


1, Direft. If we would flouriſh in Chriſtia- 
nity, we muſt lay aſide every weight, Heb. 12: 1. 

Firſt, Worldly mindedneſs is a weight that 
keeps down the foul, and uncompoles the mind, 
and keeps out the means of increaſings, and be- 
comes a great hinderance to our beſt work : and 
yet it may be, that thoſe things that the mind is 
{et upon, may be lawful in themſelves; all they 
that made excuſe in the Goſpel, were minding 
and promoting lawful things; hiring farms, buy- 
ing Oxen, marrying Wives are not unlawful , 
and yet theſe were ijuch hindrances and ſuch 
weights on their feet, that they could not. come 
to Chriſt, concerning whom it was determined 
that they ſhould not taſt of that which they 
were znvited to, which was life eternal : they 
had their outward. things ſo in their eye, that 
they were not willing to let them ſtand by. while 
they went to receive 4 goſpel and a kingdoms, Luke 
14. 18. and how often is it ſeen'fadly by expe- 
rience, that ſ#ch an excuſe ſhall ferve to excuſe 
them from the Lords ſervice, which will not 
excuſe from temporal buſine(s ? do not we*ficar 
x þ , hs per- 
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perſons excuſe themſelves from going to publick 
duties where- Gods preſence is promiſed, upon 
weakneſs of body , tediouſneſs of weather, far- 
neſs of journey 3'and yet on the week-days will 
0 farther in worſe weather with thole very bo- 
dies, toa Market, or after ſome worldly affairs, 
Now do you think, friends, that the Lord takes 
no notice of your deceitful dealing with him ? 
take heed of it, I have met with too much of It 
in the days of my Pilgrimage, and many a for- 
rowful thought I have had upon the conſiderati- 
onof it, and Iam afraid that I ſhall hear of it 
again charged upon fome-at the day of the Lord: 
I defire them who are concerned herein, to repent 
that theſe ſins may be blotted out 3 and I deſt e 
all that profeſs the fear of God, to take heed that 
they be not overcome with the incumbrarces of 
this world ; remember that ſaying, the time us 
ſhort ;, #t remains that in uſing the world it muſt 
not be abuſed, for the faſhion of it paſſeth away, 
1 Cor, 7. 29. the world is abuſed when it be-_ 
comes a ſnare to our fouls, when our minds are 
ſo much on it, that our prayers and other duties 
ſavcur of te earth, the mind running out and 
not kept cloſe with God; when men find not 
ſuſhcient time to examine their hearts, and com- 
pole their ſpirits, to converſe with God ; this 
makes them ſuch ſtrangers in heaven, {o much 
unacquainted with tne Lord and his ways, that 
waci he ſhews them the great things of his laws , 
= 04 | it 
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It ſeems to them 4s 4 ſtrange thing, Hoſea 8. 12: 
Many will talk you readily of their inheritance 
in the world, and their title to it, and how much 
they can- give each child to its Portion; but que- 
ſtion with tizem about the great and weighty 
matter of their Soul, they canſay but little con- 
cerning 4 treaſure in Heaven , nor what afſu- 
rances they have for fe; which ſhows that their 
minds are moſt on things below. 

2, Another weight that hinders Religion from 
growing upin us, is worldly laſts, from which 
the Apoſtle Peter achead Chriſtians ro abſtain, 
for this realon, hecaule they war againſt the ſoul, 
1 Pet, 2. 11, which is one thing that Fob faith 
is of the world, 1 John 2. 16.: and which Paul 
ſaith, drowns men in deſtruttion and perdition , 
1 Tim. 6. therefore let all that name the name 
of Chriſt depart from iniquity , putting off the 
works of darizneſs, walking honeſtly as in the 
day, not in chambering and wantonneſs , but put- 
ing on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and make no provi- 
fron for the fleſh to fulfill it in the luſt thereof, Rom. 
13.13. fortheend of thoſe things is death; and 
all the pleaſures of ſin have a ſting in them, that 
makes them bitterneſs in the latter end: might 
not one reaſon with our generation { which are 
many of them lovers of pleaſures more than lo- 
vers of God ) what fruit they expe& from all 
their ſinful induſtry? doth not the wor, i 


truth lay, that if ye lus after the fieſh, ye ſhalf 
Rom. 
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Rom. 3.1 3.and the Lord tells us, that thoſe that 


be overcome With ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 
that day ſhall overtake them at unawares : and yet 


can men think to live as they lift, and take their . 


pleaſures as if only they had a Licenſe to ſin, and 
prohibition from all Chriſtian obediences? as if 
they had found a more fleſh-pleaſing way to life . 
than ever Gods Word revealed, or any holy men 
ever ſound ? as if they had made a covenant with 
death, and with hell were at an agreement ? Ila, 
28. 15. nay verily, it ſhall not ſtand ;, for a fire 
not blown ſhall conſume them, and in the midſt 
of their ſufficiency they ſhall be in ſtraits , Job 
20. 26, 

2, Dirett. If we would proſper, we muſt be 
diligent : we often hear the thrifty worldling ay, 
that one way.to be rich, is to be diligent; yea 
Solomon was of that perſwation, Prov. 10.4. and it 
is fo in ſpiritual things; a diligent man or woman 
is the only thriving Chriſtian; that is the pers 
{on that is like to be rich :# good works, rich in 
Faith, and to be like the tree pianted by the wa- 
ters, that brings forth his fruit in ſeaſon; he that 
gives all diligence to make ljis calling and eleQi. 
on {ure, that is diligent in obſerving Gods Will, 
diligent in performing the ſame, diligent both 
in publick and private duties, 

3. Direct. We muſt in a holy and circumſpe& 
mgnner ſet time 4 part for the ſervice of God, 
which tends much to the proſperiry ot the ſoul, 
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and becaule this is too much negleted by many, 
I ſhall ſpeak the more toit. And Firft, All Chri- 
ſtians agree that ſome conſtant time ought to be 
obſerved for publick worſhip, which in the Old 
Teſtament was the ſeventh day Sablath, and ſome 
obſerve it ſtill; others keep the firſt day out of 
conſcience , others are Conſcienceleſs in keeping 
- any; but ſuch ſeldom proſper in their ſouls whilſt 
they make uſe of that opinion ; for my own part 
I haye and do plead for a religious obſervation of 
the Lords day, or first day of the week, undex the 
diſpenſation of the new Covenant, both becaufe 
the ſame ſeemed to be pointed at or ſhadowed 
ſorth even in the Law, Lev. 23. 15. where they 
. are toreckon from the worrow after the Sabbath; 
and accordingly Chriſt commands his dilciples 
to wait at Feruſalem till they were endued with 
power, which they received (by being filled with 
the Holy Spirit) on this day of the week, on 
which allo our Lord -aroſe ; As allo becavle it 
was prattiſed by the Apoſtles, whole pratice 
was therein ſo far owned by the Lord, that he 
came to them ſeveral times #poz #t, John 20, 19, 
and 26. and St. Fohn Rev. 1. 10. calls it che 
Lords day, as more peculiarly appropriated then, 
to Gods worſhip, than any other; and indeed 
thoſe many precedents of Gods wrath wiich ar? 
and- have been manifeſt throughout generations, 
might put a dread upon thoſe that either in prox- 
ciple or prattice ditown its obſervation, iſethey 
: would 
# 
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would hear the rod, and who bath appointed is, 

Micah 6. 9. As on the other hand, the bleſſing 

that attends its obſervance is enough ro recom- 

mend it to every pious foul; for the moſt zealous 

and religious obſervers of it have been'moſt bleſ- 

ſed with ſoul-mercies, and if you will not believe - 
me in this, yet believe your own experiences, 

and ſee who thrives beſt in Religion, he that 
when the Lords day approacketh doth lay aſide 
his temporals, and examines concerning the week 
paſf, and humbles himſelf, renews his reſoluti- 
ons, and ſeeks the Lord by prayer to fit him for 
his ſervice, and.then riſeth early in the morni 

as eAbraham did, and ſpends his time in __ | 
ing, prayer , and. meditation on the word, and 
ſo goeth warm in his ſoul to Gods publick, wor-' 
ſhip; or be that will work late on the ſeventh day 
becauſe he remembers that he can take his eaſe 
next morning, and fo #eal ſome time from the 
Lord; and then having long ſept, he muſt ſee af- 
ter his cattle or ſome other by-buſinefs, go to a 
neighbours houſe to talk or make a bargain, or 
| fome other buſineſs of the world, and to come 
little more prepared for the Lords preſence, than 
the veryeſt carnal men there ; therefore ler eve- 
ry honeſt ſoul conſider and try by experience 
which of theſe is the growing Chriſtian, and 
they ſhall find that a bleſſing hath attended theni 
that did ina holy and religious manner ſpend the 
L Srdls Cay; and that coldneſs and carnality hath 
accom- 
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accompanied them that were carekſs' of its *due 
obſervation, and would make that time ſerve to 
do all by-bufineſs in that the Law does not puniſh 
them for. Then ler this perſwade all that fear 
Geato riſe early, and be with the Lord by Prayer 
to prepare thy heart to do him tervice in an ac- 
ceptable manner, and pray that God.would bleis 
-his people with his preſence, thi his word may 
be with power among them 5 Paul delires-the 

"Saints to pray for him, much more need is there 
inthis weak Ave to be earneſt with God that his 
Word may be preached with his Power ; and if 
neceſſity keep thee from the Congregation of Gods 
People, be ture do not ſleep away thy time, nor 
ſpend it talking about worldly matters, but in 
family or private duty, that when evening 

"comes thou maieſt he able to anſwer a good con- 
{cience towards God for that diy; and: know for 
certain,that if thou ſhalt preſume to work as fome 
do, it will not enrich thee in ths world; God doth - 
alwaies blaſt it ; I never knew in that time that 
F have lived, and known ſomething of Gods will, 
but thoſe that thought to benefit themlelves 
thereby, have decayed in their eſtate outwardly 
as well as inwardly, and no other known cauſe 
for it: and [ have known ſeveral of fuch that 
have died very porr 5, for-though this duty be.not 

ſo contended for by many who would be called 

Chriſtians, as ſome other things of lefs concern- 

ment that are made foundations in religion ; yet a 
TN neg 
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neoleting time to {erve God in, muſt needs overs 
throw the publick, ſervice of God, and unfit for 
private; and: bring in a bondage with the Goſpel 
on all ſervants,” and ſuch as are under the com- 
mand of others, and upon the poor tired beaſts, 
which the Law freed them from, ſo that they 
ſhall have zo reſt but at the mercy of mercylets 
men. 

4. Dirett. If we would proſper in our fouls, 
we muſt be frequent in private Prayer as there 
muſt be time alivwed for duty, fo there muſt be 
ſeriouinels and compolure of heart, and in an 
awful and, prepareG frame to. pour out the heart 
to God ; Gointo thy cloſet, faith Chriſt: will 
you not go at his bidding, who laith, ſeek, and 
ye ſha fad? Dear friends, if I do not prevail 
with you in th, I ſhall mils in prevailing with 
you”in many .ct:er things; for in whomſoever 
this is negl. ted, no vertue will ripe; be often. 
therefore in it, pray conſtantly, let not ſtrength 
and warmth decay by long zntervals of time 
between duty and duty ; but when thou haſt. 
provided a ſecret place and ſutable time, and 
haſt mourned and meditated thine beart into a 
praying frame, then carry Faith to Heaven with 
thy Prayers, whereby thou mayeſt apprehend 
God reconciled in Jelus Ghrift unto thee; thar 
thou mayeſt have a ſenſible communion with him 
in Chriſt, and obtain a {zvely feeling of his pre«. 
ſen&e, the light of. his countenance , P/al. 4. 

| And 
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And if any poor ſoul ſhall ſay, but I am ſo weak 
in that work that I want expreſſions, to take 
with me words and go to the Lord. I anſwer, 
haft thou a deſire ſoul ? doſt thou long, and ſigh, - 
and morrn for inlarged abilities? then remember 
that every good and perfett gift comes down from 
above, Jam. 1. 17, humble thy ſelf, and goto 
God, and humbly tell him that his word faith, 
that he will prepare the heart, Pal. 10. 19. in- 
treat him to prepare thy heart, and to help thy 
infirmity, and put words into thy mouth, and 
take the beſt words thou art furniſhed with, and 
£0 to the Lord often, and though thou haſt not 
many large expreſſions, yet know that ſighs and 
| wap are not hid from God, Pſal 35. 9. but are 
om the movings of his Spirit, Rom. 8. 26. 
_ andif thou art young, let not thy young yeats 
be ſpent without calling upon God; for- it thou 
wilt ſeek unto: him berimes, and make thy ſup- 
plication unto the Almighty 3 if thou art pure 
and upright, ſurely now he would awake for thee, 
and make the habitation of thy righteouſneſs 
proſperous 5, though thy beginning be but ſmall yet 
thy latter end ſhall greatly increaſe, Job. 3. 5, 6, 
7. whence we inay learn, that to pray is the 
means to proſper , and that there may be ſmall 
beginnings, and yet if pure ang uprignt, tacir 
erd will be fi led with sncreaſe; acquaint then 
thy ſelf with him and be at peace, ſo good ſhal 
come unto thee, Job 22,21. it may be thou _ 
' c 
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eſt have: no other time allotted thee bat thy 
yoith; middle age and old age may be denied 
theez the grave takes at ail ages; therefore 
know Godz and ſerve him with a perfe& heart; 
and then a fort life may be to thee a provittagy 
if thou live /og, thou wilt have no caufe of ſors 
row for thy early ferving Godz art thou ofa? and 
haſt thou”negte&ed this great duty of private 
Prayer ( that tweet and precious pr:viledg admite 
ted us to converſe with God)? then be intreat- 
ed yet at laſt not to dic in neglett of duty z, were 
there ever any in any age that were not a praying 
peogle, owned of God tor his People ? when was 
the time? and who were the people that are re- 
corded for life without this ? not to call upon 
God is the bady of ſinners, Pal. 14. 4. think 
not that God hath required no more of thee but 
to pray by others mouths, and others forms; thou 
muſt pray with the Spirzt, and with anderſtand- 
ing allo, 1 Cor. 14. 15. and if the Lord doth 
not anſwer in thy time and thy way, complain 
hot, God hath a more fit time ard a better way 
to anſwer in, than thou knoweſt of; relign to 
him, and he will bring it to palsz it may be thou 
prayeſt for health, wealth, or long life, and the 
Lord may know that if thou hadſt them, they 
might be thy r#ine, and tend to thy eternal loſs, 
and the Lord in love denies thee, as we deny our 
child a knife though it cry for it, becauſe it 
ſhou{d not hart it ſelf; but we give it an apple. 
, . 40 
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in the ſtead of it; If the Lord give better things» 
be content : Moſes lometimes could prevail 'with 
God for Iſrael, but when he had determined 
that he mult die, his prayer in thatis not anſwer- 
ed, Deut.z.26. when Elijah made requeſt to the 
Lord that he might 4ze, the Lord provides ano- / 
ther thing for him, even to be carried to Hea- 
ven in a thariot of fire, 1 Kings lg. 4.'and 
2 Kings 2, 11. when Pau! defired that the thorny 
in the fleſh might depart from him, the Lord an- 
ſwers that his grace was ſufficient for him, 2 Cor, 
12. 9. the Lord will give returns of Prayer ac- 


. .cording to his Will and our good, only let us live 


the life of ory Prayers, not to pray for one thing 
and praRite another, and ſo, contradi& our re- 
queſts, tnen the Lord may jaſtly deny us ; iff we 
pray againſt ſin, and yet voluntarily commit it, 
pray for Grace, and yet neglett the means to ob- 
tain it z take heed of this, it will ſpozl your re- 
turns of Prayer. and bring a blaſting on you. 

5- Diref. If we would thrive in our ſouls, we 
muſt keep #nzon and cloſe ſociety with thriving 
men; the children of God muſt be our indeared 
companions, and be incouraged, Pſal. 66. 16. 
the ſaints and the excellent, in them mult be our 
delight, Pal. 16.3. to keep in the ſociety of the 

odly 15 beneficial; and if a ſoul eftrange from, 
or loath the godly, decays will ſuddenly follow 

but we muſt rake heed of undue commerce with 
carnal men;z there is ſome company that is of ne- © 
| ceſlity 
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reſſty to. out. preſent being z but. to compaby 
with them when neccffity doth not inforce, 
is qua. to our inward man, it brings 
damps upon the Ipjrit, and, puts out, that good 
frame perſons ſhould be found in for experis . 
- ence tells us that when we are neceſſitated > be 
with thoſe whoſe talk hath hee about vain 
things, . idle communication mixed with Oaths ; 
we ſhall always go away impaired, or at leaft 
there will be an aptneſs to have a ſounding of 
that unſavoury eccho in our mindsfo the dilqui- 
eting of the ſoul z out time being uncertain, we 
would not that death ſhould firid us among them 
in ſuch diſcourſes, ſpending precious titne in 
Tuch a manner, where we neither do good nor ++- 
cezve good; but where the meditations are dil: 
ordered, our words unprofitable ahd religion 
icandalized; therefore the Lords Counſel is p 
Touch no unclean thing, and keep your ſelves un- 
ſported from the world, Jam. 1. 27. and ſave . 
your ſelves from this untoward geiteratio, Ats 2- 
40, There is much danger in the flatreries of 
men, many times more than in their perfecuti- 
ons; therefore if ſinners intite thee, confeiit thox 
not , Prov. 1. It's better t6 anger men than 
commit ſing time riiſpent returns tio more , 
therefore the way, to redeem it, 1s to be well im- 
proving of it 5 that being where toniething bf 
God and his ways; our duties and hope to pro- 
toifests ſpoken of, we ſay be gaining idvanta« 

gee 
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Ses for our ſouls, and increafing the proſperity 
of our inward man; and let alt families be help- 
ful one to another like Chriſtians, as inftraments' 
; of p00d, that they may not have'cauſe to com-' 
Plain of each other, as Adamt of his Wife; that 
their mutual ſociety has been occafion 'of their” 
mutual ſin'; for it is ſad that thoſe that ſhould 'be 
moſt kelpful, ſhould prove impediments to eter- 
wa i 
There afe divers conſidetations that' prefs 
us thereunto. As, | 

Motive 1. We ſhould.endeavour to' increaſe 
and get irength, and profper in our fpirits', 
that we.may be the better able to ſtand in tryals , 
being built'upon a Rock: a weak ſickly man can- 
not {ſo wel] weather out a ſtorm, therefore the 
Apoſtle exhorts, be ſtrong it the Lord, Ephel. 
G. 10. and to lift up the hands that hang" down, 
and the feeble knees ;, leſt that which if lane be 
turned out of the way, 'Heb.' 12. 12. No'one 
knows what tryals the Lord will exercife him 
with ; you may meet with ſtraits wherein a'lit- 
tle Faith and a little Patience will' no; ferve 
your turn; then you will wiſh” you had: got 
more ſtrength, and proſpered better when you 
had opportunities : for growing Saints are thoſe 
that will be beſt inabled to look fiery tryals in 
the face with boldneſs. 

Motive 2. A growing thriving ſtaten out 
Chriſtianrace, will encourage and rejoycrour G o 
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pel-Companions, Fohn.,in the next verle faith, 7 
rejoyced greatly when the brethren' cant and teſtifi+ 
ed of the truth that is in thee; and'verſe'4. 1 have 
no greater joy than to hear that my children walk; 


'*gopd men, and only, give occaſion of [tri 
ump1 'to your' mortal enernirs, -the Deviland 
witked people *tis the *property of ſinners; 
rejoite'w en others do evil like themſelves; and\ 
ich e more if, they can draw in'ſueh as 


make” ; profeſſion' of 'Religion'z which ſhows 
who'tules in' them, even the tempter' who inti- 
ceth' to fin; the drunkard rejoiceth to ſee his 
companion -whom he' pretends to love, drunk: 
before him 3 but asin all other things, ſo here 
hrs is a quite contrary diſpoſition between 
the {i vants of God and the fervants of fin, 
they ' rejoice when a godly man ſins, P/al. 88. 
16. but the godly' man mourns when they 
ſin, P/al. 119: 136. they are not willing that 
he ſhould continue righteous and be ſaved, he 
1s not willing they ſhould continue finners and 
be damned ; the good m: n ſpends hi; firehgths 
his eſtate, and r—_—_— his life that they may 
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be everlaſtingly happy, and they for that very 
work of :hisy...hate and perſecute him ; from 
which different frame of. fpirit *tis eaſily dif- 
cerned. whq,are of God and who are not, for 
3t-46 the. joy of. the juſt to do judgment, Prov. 21. 


$6 « | PH 
Laſtly, A foul-proſpering ſtate will- make 
rich for ever 3, tis only he that is laying up im- 
mortal Treaſures, as Chriſt commands, arr. 
6: 20. When, worldly men are heaping up pe- 
riſhing. bags, full-cram'd with precious durt, 
and joyning field to field, they judg themſelves 
thriving men, and are ready to ſay , ſoul take 
thine eaſe; but when a Chriſtian adds.'Vertue 
to Vertue, and Grace to Grace, and becomes 
rich in Faith, and abounding in good works, 
this is the man that thrives indeed, and who 
hath got a title to a durable inheritance; and 
though his neighbours count him poor', yet 
God and Chriſt, Angels and Saints know him 
to be rich, even a co-heir with Chriſt the Lord 
of all things; *tis true he may fave but little 
. here whilſt he is under age,and not come to years 
to enjoy the poſſeſſion; but. when the time'ap- 
pointed by his Father ſhall come, when his mi- 
notity of mortality ſhall be out-grown, and 
he delivered from the bondage of corruption, 
and reſtored into the glorious liberty of, the 
Sons of God, then will he be inftated in incor- 
rwptible Riches and endleſs Honour 3 this ſgenis 
A 
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2 paradox, but is ap infallible truth ; it would 
indeed be incredible news to inform a great noble 
and rich worldling, that fuch a poor man in a 
Cottage were richer than he, his eſtate betcer, 
and his wealth more durable ; he would preſent- 
ly think he had ſome ſecretpot of Gold, or had 
found ſome buried bags ; but if you tell him *tis 
an eſtate in Heaven, a reverſion in another 
world z the Muckworm laughs you to ſcorn, 
being of that French Atheiſt's mind, who ſaid . 
he wonld [not l:ave bis part in Paris for a ſhare 
3n Paradife : hut the godly man will not part . 
with his right that he hath through Chriſt in 
the life to come , for all the world; the Ea- 
ſtern Spices and the Weſtern Mines, are but 
triflesz the Gold of Ophzr and all the Silver of 
Peru, but droſs in. compariſon of it. Let cars 
nal hearts hug their fleeting Rickes whilſt they 
willz he looks onall ſublunary treaſures as lit- 
tle better than nothing , nay oft-times worſe 
than nothing ; but knows that thoſe that have 
an intereſt in Chriſt, muſt needs be the richeſt 
men in the world, becauſe their Riches will out- 
laſt the world z and who would not think him- 
iclf happy in ſuch a purchaſe ? 
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Phil. 2.8. 


And being found in the faſhiorAbof a man, 
*-he-- humbled himſelf | and gdgcame beds: 
© ent unto death , even th death of the 
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| ELL may the Apoſtle ſay, Great 3: 

the myſtery of godlineſs, God. mani- 

feſt in the fleſh; the Prophets fearch- 

ed aſter this great promiſe of the 

Meſſiah that tended to mans falvation, and the 
eAngels deſire to look, into it, 1Pet, 1, 12; For 
truly. ir is that wonderful work of God, and 
ſuch infinite love appears in it, as may aſtoniſh the 
whole Creation; that the eternal God by whoſe 
word the Heavens and the Earth were made 
and are upheld, that he whoſe Majeſty was of- 
fended, and his juſt Law broken, ſhould in his 
infinite Wiſdom find out a way to bring loft man 
into his fayour by his belaved and only Son, who 
thoughtit no robbery to be equal with God; to 
give him to die ſo ſhameful and bitter a death 
&,* as. 
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as the death of the Croſs : and all this boundleſs 
love and unſpeakable. goodneſs ſhewed to poor 
creatures not only as ſuch, but when they were 
ſinners and enemies againſt him, Rom, 5. 10, for 
though then both Few and Gentiles were very 
wicked, inſomuch that Chriſt calls them, a ſ#2- 
ful. and adulterows generation , whole malice iq- 
creaſed, and combin'd together to kill he Lord of 
life, yet the Lord having made. a gracious-pro- 
miſe fo fend a Prophet greater than doſes to,be 
a Saviour of his People, doth make it. good, and 
none ſhall let it. | 
1. Chrift humbled himfelf to beconfe. max : 
this was great humility,that he without whom was 
nothing made that was made, John 1. 3, that had 
glory with the Father before the worlds were mage, 
John 17. 5. that he ſhould be made like his bre- 
thren , that foraſ/much as the children were par- 
takers of fleſh and blood, he himſelf took. part of 
the ſame, Heb, 2. 14. and fo was made of the 
ſeed of David according to the fleſh, Rom. 1.13. 
This was fuch a wonderful condeſcention as who 
would have asked, had not the Lord proffered it 
freely, that poor mortal men ſhould have, a 
Prophet raiſed from among their brethren, Deut. 
13. Would it not be a great humiliation for « 
Prince to lay aſide' his Robes and all his glory . 
to come to a poor creature in a (#tt4g2,, put.0n 
his mean garments, and dwell..wich him. there 
until he. had proyided for him garments of -Ho- 
| IS 4 nOurs,, : 
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r our fit for his Princely Palace', and then con» 
du& him thirher, and place him there with him- 
{elf in Honour 3 how much more was it for our 
bleſſed Lord to deſcend from Infirite Glory and 
Excellent Majeſty, and rake upon. hum the form 
cf a ſervant ! this is unſpeakzble Humility ! 

2, Chriſt put himſelf ander the Law to ful- 
fil it,Gal. 4. 4 .fo that he kepe that Law that man 
had broken, and was become a tranſgreſſor of, 
and liable to wrath; for Adam brought us to 
the grave,and aftual fin which is the tranſgrefſi- . 
on of a righteous Law, which tg'fall'n man was 
become an adminiſtration of death, 2 {or. 3. 7. 
therefore 'wanted a Redeemer to redeem from 
the tranſgreſſions 9i the firſt Covenant, Heb. 9. 
IT5- that fo a Covenant of life might take place 
in which was no death, for God {cnt not his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to lave it, 
John 3. 17. | | 

3. He humbled himſelf to a poor mean and low 
condition in the world: he did not come as a Prinee 
or great one'of the earth, but born in a mean 
Inn, and laid in a Marger , brought 'up with a 
Carpenter, though Foxes bad boles, and birds of 
the air neſts, the ſon of man had not where to lay 
bis head, Mat. 8. 20, when they came for #r- 
bute he is ſupplied by a fiſh, Mat. 17. he was a 
wan of ſorrow and acquainted with grief, Ia. g 3. 
a reproach of men'and deſpiſed of the people, Plat. 
22.6: he hid. rot bis ſace from ſhame and. ſpit- 
- GED & of _—_ 
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ting, Iſa. 50. 6. Thus, and abundantly more did 
the Lord humble himfclf in his life, being low in 
the ſight of the world. 

4. He humbled himſelf to death,even the death 
of the Croſs; it was exceeding much that he 
ſhould give himſelf to giez and more, to die fo. 
painful a death as to have bis' hands and feat nas- 
led, his bones wrackt out of joint, that all his 
bones might be told, Pſalm 22. 14, 17. anda 
\ ſword pierced through his foul, Luke 2. 35. 
Who can but conſider the-bitterneſs of ſuch a 
Cup? 

And all this,and whatſoever more did make up 
a Cup of deep ſufferings, he underwent : 

I. Willingly : when Offerings and Sacrifices 
would not do what man wanted, he ſaith, Zo, / 
come , in the volume of the book it is written of me, 
1 delight to do thy will, O God, Pfal. 40. 7. he ſec- 
ing the travel of his foul, was ſatisfied. | 

2. Obediently : as 1ſaiah propheſied ſaying, 
The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was 
zot rebellious , neither turned away back. Ila. 
5O, 5. 

5. Meekly : who when he was reviled;he reviled 
20t again : when he ſuffered, he threatned not : but 
Committed himſelf tos him that judgetb righteouſly, 
1 Pet. 2.13, butas a ſheep befare the ſheerers,” ſo 
opened he not his mouth. Nor were the ſufferings 
of Chriſt on a ſlender account, but upon moſt 
weighty grounds, and to accompliſh wonderful 


Priviledges, As, | 1, Thar 


s 
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2. That the Scriptures might: be fullfiled , for 
all things muſt be fulfilled which are-wruten-in the 
Law, in the Prophets, and inthe Pſalms: and thus 
it is written:and thus it behoveth Chriſt to have [uf 
fered, Luke 24. 46. when Chriſt tells Peter that 
he could pray the Father and he ſhou!d preſently 
give him more than twelve legions of e Angels, te 
adds, but how then ſhall the Scripture be fulfilled , 
that thus it muſt be * Mat 26.54. God confirming 
the words of his Servants, 1ſa. 44. 26. 

2, The ſufferings of Chriſt did compleat ard 
give the ſubſtance of many types and ſhadows in the 
Law, as the lifting up the Serpent in the wilder- 
neſs, Fohr 3. 14. and alio thoſe many Sacrifices 
which could not make the comers thereunto 
perfe&t : But Chriſt being come an high Prieſt of 
good things to come, by hu own blood he entered +1 
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal re- 
demption for uw, Heb. 9. 11, 127 Thoſe types, 
and ſhadows, and divers ordinances were impo- 
{cd until the time of reſtoration, which was until. 
the great Prophet came and did declare a new 
and better covenant, eſtabliſhed upqn better pro- 


miles. | 
3. The Lord in his ſufferings broxghe the New 


Teſtament to be of force : for where a Teſtament 
is, there muſt of neceſſity be the death of the Teſs - 
ator, Heb. 9. 16, 17+ for the glad tidings of re- 
miſſion of fins could not be Preached without it, 


- for without ſhedding of blood there #5 no remiſſi- 
| ons 
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on, Heb. 9g. 22. therefore when Chriſt was ri. 
ſen, then he commanded them to go into all tte 
world and Preach the Goſpel to every creature, 
Mark 16. 15- the Teſtament being now confirm- 
ed by the blood of Jeſus. 

4. The ſufferings of Chriſt anſwered what Fu- 
ftice required, that God might be juſt, and the 
Juſtifier of them that believe in Jelus, Row, 3, 
26, 'that God might be juſt, and yer repenting 
believing ſinners {aved ; this was wonderiul-wit- | 
dom that Juſtice ſhould have-what was required, 
and Mercy ſhould have what it deſired 3 the Son 
to ſtand in theIbreach made by fin, and ſmners 
received into the arms of - everlaſting Love; a 
ſpotleſs one bearing fin, and polluted tinners' re- 
ceiving righteouſneſs, and yet Fuſtice pure and 
{potlels for evermore. 

5- Chrift through Ceath defiroyed him that had 
the power of death , that & the Devil, Heb. 2. 
14. having ſpoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a ſhew of them openly, triamphing over then 
on the Croſs, Col. 2.15. 

6. Chriſt ſuffered that ſin might not he imputed, 
vpon their being reconciled to God through him : 
for God was in Chriſt reconcilins the world unto 
himſelf, not emputing their ſins , 2 Cer. 5: .19. 
Chriſt bare our ſins in his cn vody on the tree, 
1 Pet. 2. 24. that Believers might not be prets'd 
down under wrath for ever. 

The #ſes weare to make from the confiderati- 
cn 
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en of this wonderful Humiliation of Chrift, ar®© 
theſe. 


UVſe 1, This doth inform us of the anſpeak- 
able love of Chriſt to poor ſinners. Paul takes this 
© to his own perſon as weil as to other Saints, Gal. 

2.20. The Son of God wholoved me,and gave him- 
ſelf for me. This love is a love that paſſeth under- 
ſtanding, ſuch infinite love as io give himſelf for 
us an offering and a ſacrifice to God for a fweet- 
ſmelling ſavour, Epi:1. 5.2. This love was con- 
firmed to us by ſhedding his prectozs blood, The 
time of our want and mitcry was 4 time of love, 
Ezek. 16.8, O this is the eternal and ever-during 
love that never fails! Mans love ſometimes holds 
to their friends in their proſperity z but when 
that fleeth away, many times their love goeth 
withitz and when afflition comes, then come 
frowns and ſlightings, cenlurings and judgings; 
then Fob's friends became miſerable comforters, 
every hand hath a ſtone to fling, every mote is 
made a beam 3 but God dealt not ſo with us in 
qur diftrets, he deſpiſed not the afflition of the 
afflited, Pſal. 22. 24. Yea, in all their affliftion 
he is ſaid to be affliffed, Ia. 63. 9, So that 
the love of God and Chriſt was not of that pe- 
riſhing nature, that mars is apt to be. A woman 
may forget her /zcking child, but God will not for- 
get his people, Ia. 49, 15. Mans love,is mixed 
with too much felf, pride and evil ſurmiſings, 
"— | | ſome- 
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ſcinetimes ſuppoſing that others do not reſpe&t 
them 3 and upon that ſuppoſition their love is re- 
ſtrained z and others do not fee and believe the 
ſame things we do in matters of Religion ; and 
then in many, love is quenched and withdrawn 
though thete be no reaton for it,that men ſhould 
love them the leſs, becauſe they dare not do any 
thing againſt conſcience, nor doubting 5 but 
would have faith in all they do, that the Lord 
requires it to be done. And when love is thas 
broken upon the rock of diviſion, then comes 
forth cenſuring 3 Fob's diftreſs ſhall prove him a 
hypocrite, becaule God had ſmitten him z, and 
every afflition ſhall ſpeak them greater ſinners 
than others. But Chriſt did not deal fo with us, 
when we were in diftrels, and could not help our 
ſelves; we were in dark etrors, and great wicked- - 
neſs, and yet the Lord loved us. If he had not, 
where had we been lefs than in eternal darkneſs ? 
But here was love to us, when nothing was in us 
but ſin, and with us but miſery.” We may admire 
and ſay, Behold what manner of love he hath be- 
ſtowed on us, that we ſhould be called the ſons of 
Goa! We may refle& with ſorrow upon our 
own hearts, that there is fo little love to God 
dwelling in us, who hath loved us with fo great 
love. For if there were not too much emptineſs 
of this duty, there would be more holineſs, more 
zeal, and beedful walking, than appears among 
moſt. There would be love to ſuch as fear God, 
and 
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and walk-uprightly,, a paſſing by ignerarnces, and, 
bearing one anothers burdens; and fo fulfil the 
Law. of Chriſt, Gal. 6. 2. there would be a ſtri- 
ving aiter the power of goaline/s as well as the form. 
O let love be ſhewn in deeds and performances, 
and not in words and complements: Chrilts love 
was {uch, as he did not ſtay in Heaven and pity 
the creature, and wi/h them well, thatthey had a 
deliverer; but he came down to redeem them 
from calamity, and to bring them to himlelf, 
and give them glory. Bz intreated then to /ove 
the Lord. all ye bis Saints, Plal. 31.23; And,this 
Commandment have we from him, That he who 
loveth Gad, love his brotheX alſo, 1 Joh: «4. 21. 


Uſe 2. This informs us, That God 5 is very 
ſevere ahainſt ſin. For when his beloved Son that 
knew no (in, was made fin for us, that we. might 
be made the righteoulnels of God in him; whe n he 
was bruiſed and wounded z and. though he £084 
ed, that if poſſible that.cup might pals from hims 
yetit paſſed not, but he drunk.it fo as:to make a 
pezric&. atonement, Since God was ſo ſevere 
againit our (in, that he ſpared it not on his own 
Son : Ojuſtaad holy Majeſty ! who would. be fo 
deſperately bold as ro ſ*: willingly againſt fo ſe- 
vere a God, if they knew what they did ? Paw 
bids the Gentiles behold the ſeverity of God againſ 
ſer in his own people, as they were reputed, a 


were really until fin broke them off, Rom. 11. 
22. {0 
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22. ſo we may fay, Behold ! "the ſeverity of God 
againſt fin in the ſufferings of his Son, that blef- 
ſed one, who had no fin, yet it pleafed the Ea. 
ther to bruiſe him, and put him to grief. Behold 
it, I ſay, and tremble al] you that make a mock. at 
ſ#, and ſeriouſly conſider the next uſe : which is, 


Uſe' 3. That it is a dreadful condition tg” be 
withokt 4 right and mereſt in' the Jiifferin s "of 
Chriſt: For if God were fo ſevere againſt” ſin, 
that he Uid not ſpare his own Son, though he cri-, 
ed to him,thar if 'it were poſſible that cup might paſs . 
from him, then.he will ſurely be ſevere againſt fin- 
ners which have no'part in that Sacrifice, NO jJU- 
ſtification nor pardon of fin by Fo blood which. 
was ſhed,:Foh. 3. 16. Unto 1u may. that Scrip- 
ture fo full of terrour be' applied, Dear. 29, 26.  . 
The Lord will not ſpare him, but the anger of the . 
Lerd andbis jealouſie ſhall ſmoke againſt that man, 
and all the curſes that are written in this book. ſhall 
lie upon him. So Ezek. 8.18. Therefore I will deal 


in fury, mine eyes ſball' not ſpare, neither will 2. 


have pity » and theugh they cry unto me with a loud 
voice, yet Twill not bezr them, It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God, Heb. 10. 31. 
Theſe and many other' Scriptures lpeak to. this . 
purpole, and fome there are on whom they will 
be accompliſhed, to their Wo and ſorrojy far ever ; 
and that oz mary too, if broad be the Way and wide 
the gate that leadeth to deſtrultion, and many goin 


there 
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thereat. O- then conſider whether thou art not 
one of that many, which canſt not prove thy ſelf 
to have an sntereſt in Chriſt, and priviledged by his 
ſufferings , and ſo art one of them that lye un- 
der thele Threatnings 3 conſider, that if it ſhould 
prove ſo hereafter, though thou do not now think 
ahy ſuch thing; would it not be terrible ? If thou 
ſhouldeſt awake fitted for eternal flames, wilt 
not thou then cry out, Oh where am I now ! in 
what a caſe am | awaken'd ! What ! amidſt the 
throng of ſinners, where there is trembling and 
horrour, and diſinal calamity , ſuch as never 
was! O thatl had known my ſtate better before 
this day ! and had been perſwaded by Gods word 
to have erideavoured to have gotten Chriſt fer my 
portion / That his blood might have waſhed away 
my fins! and he might have been mine Advocate! 
I did read of Fndgment to come 3 arid thoſe which 
made Gods word their rule, laid theſe things 
before ne often. I read alſo a legacy of a dying 
mar left with and bequeathed to the people” of 
the land of his Nativity, as a token of his love, 
wherein he told me that God dealt in great ſeve- 
rity againſt ſin,and that thoſe that had not an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, were in a miſerable and undone 
condition. Conlider it, and Know, that your eter- 
nal life lyeth upon your having, or not having 
this ſuffering of Chriſt applied to. your particu- 
lar perſons. Is not this it which ſo many dyin 

mefi haye cried out for ? which when the Ns 
rance 
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pance thereof is obtained, how cheerfully can 
that man die ! But when no well-grounded hope. 
appears of having a propriety in that redeeming , 
juſtifying work of Chriſts ſufferings, »t makes a 
dying bed to be like Saul's lentence,n Sam, 28.20, 
Terrible news. To have death come to take, before 
there is aſſurance that Chr:/# will recezve, is a ſad 
ſtate. 


Uſe 4- Was it ſo that. the Lord did hamble 
himſelf to death, that we might not die eternally:? 
then. our ranſom coſt a great price it was' not 
ſilver and gold, but the precious blood of Feſus 
Chriſt;"1 Pet. 1. 19. then let us-be pertwaded to 
ſet a bigh price upon eternal life, {ince it was ob- 
tained for man at ſuch a rate, Heb. 5.9. and not 
ſet ſo low a value upon it as many do, who will 
ſell their ſouls, and all heavenly enjoyments for 
bale things, ſinful pleaſures, unjuſt profits, @&, 
We count him very unwiſe that hath a rich jewel, 
and will fell it away for very trifles and baſe 
things. Friends ! your life was loſt, your happs- 
neſs loſt, and there was an infinite price paid, that 
you might have life, and have it in abundance, | 
Foh. 19. and be happy for evermore : Oh then 
let not this life and happineſs go, except you can : 
have better enjoyments for it; until /#n.and Satan. 
and the world bid you. as much as this life and 
happineſs is worth, let them not deceive . you of 
it. Be not ſo befooled as to {ell life for death, Joy 
gr 
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for ſorrow, glory for ſhame, heaven for bell; ſee- 
ing there > an opportunity put into your hands to 
have and keep theſe enjoyments,then bay the truth 
nd ſell it not. The way ot life 35 above co the wiſe, 
eo depart from hell beneath, Prov.23.23, and 


47. 24. 


Uſe 5. Hath this great Shepherd of the 
flock {aid down his life for his ſheep? chen he is the 
good ſhepherd, hear his voice and follow hyn, and 
he will lead you to the greex paſtures, arid have 
you to the ſfill-waters, Foh. 10. 11. Pal. 23.2, 
where you ſhall find reſt to your ſouls. Hear his 
voice and follow him, and he wil: give you eter- 
nai life, and ye ſhall never periſh, Feb. 10. 27. ls 
not here ſufficient encouragement ? He laid down 
his life to purchaſe a fold of godly ones, he calls 
with loving i29#ations; he promileth that if they 
will come, there is eternal life for them, zngl they 
ſhall never periſh 3 one would think that no man 
- nor woman in the world would refuſe to hear and 
obey his voice, but would readily tay, L ord, what 
wouldeſt thou have metodo? But when Chriſt by 
his word is calling, by his word he inform<'them 
what it is that he would have t' em Go, Repent and 
be converted, \& 3. 19. Believe in Feſws Chriſt, 
purifying the heart by faith, AR 15. 9, Cleanſe 

our hards ye ſunners, and purifie your hearts you 
double minded, Jam. 4. 8, Strive to enter 'in at 


the ſtrait gate wherein the little flock of Chriſt 
is 
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is preſſing, thorough many difficulties and hard 
uſages in the world. Now he that ſeeth fo much 
exccllency in Chriſt, and his precious promiſes, as 
to turn from his vain converſation, he muſt follow 
Chriſt in all Goſpel-obedierce they that continge 
in his word, are his diſciples indeed, Joh. 8. 31. 
Which wor | doth G«clare the way of life in 
which we are to tollow Chriſt : Ther: fore I ſhall 
give you from that word a tw Direttions how a 
toul muſt iollow him, 1o a+ to erjoy thot' Pro- 
miſes which are made to us through his ſuffer= 
ings. 

Direftion 1, * 

We muſt follow him #2 the way of ſelf denial, 
we muſt deny ſe/f before we can follow Chiiſt, 
Hat. 16 24. Mark 8 :4, and this 1s one rea- 
lon, Thar not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not 
many mighty.not mazy noble are called, 1 Cor. 1 26, 
They will not der.y themſelves of their pomp, 
their pride and voluptrous living, and forſake the 
falhiv1s of this world, in turmng from that eaſe 
K eligion which is invented to pleafe the fleſh, 
both »t Preachers and hearers; as it the Chriſti 
an Religion were become fo eafie that a man 
might carry his pleaſures and profits with him : 
where as Paul found it otherwiſe when he became 
a Chriſtian; for he ſaith, I am crucified with 
Chriſt, Gal 2.20. The Lord to try the children 
oi men, and tor other excellent en''s, hath or- 
dained ſuch Ordwmarces and appointments, as there 


muſt 
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muſt be much ſelf-denial before they can be im- 
braced; the Diſciple muſt foilow his Lord in the 
way ot humiliatron, before he can be glorsfied 
with him. There is ſo much pride, luſt, worldly 
honour, and unjuſt gain, fo much vanity both in 
words and life in a carnal ſtate, that will not ad- 
mit any conformity to Chriſts will, until it be 
denied and abandoned; and men may lay that 
they follow Chriſt, that will not deny theſe things, 
but live in them, and yet ſing Requiems to their 
{ouls. But they will find as ſure as Gods word is 
true, that the ſtrait-gate is too narrow for men 
thus laden to go in thereat ; it will one day ap- 
pear that it is only Chriſts /zttle ones that can 
enter there, thoſe that humble themſelves like 
little children, who are weaned from the vanities 
.of the world. The worlds great ones are too 
big to go in that narrow way. 

2, Thoſe that will follow Chriſt muſt learn of 
him, whs went about doing goed, AR. 10 38. 10 
muſt they be »ſef«lin their day, to all them among 
whom they live; as the Spirit invites, ſo the 
Bride muſt fay, Come, take of the waters of hife 
Freely, Revel. 22. 17. Every ſincere Chriſtian 
would have his zeiobbour have eternal life with 
himſelf for their good for ever, though many 
times they are hated for their good-will ; b&- 
cauſe men beirg led by cuſtom and tradition, mi»  - 
ſtake in ſpiritual things, and think that truth is 


error, and will not ſearch the Scriptures,and try 
all 
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all things, and fo think that exhortations to re* 


Ceive the truth and walk therein,are ſeducements» 
and fo they are not willing to hear, but lean up- 
on,and are led by thoſe whole ſelf and worldly in- 
tereſÞ prevails with them to uphold an empty,for- 


mal eafie way of worſhip, and a carnal looſe cone, 


verſation, and that in oppoſition to plain diſco- 
veries of Goſpel-truths, which have zeal, and pu- 


rity, ſpirituality, and a godly life, as unſepara- - 


ble concomitants ; but when fouls will make trial 
between truth and error by that certain rule of 
Scripture, then will they know the truth as it is 
in Jeſus, and diſcern the {piritual nature of true 
Religion, and how God who is a Spirie muſt be 
worſhipped #2 ſpirit andin truth ;, then will they 
know, thatan eaſt: Religion which was invented 
to plcaſe the fleſh, is a cheat to the ſoul, and that 
the worſhip and ſervice pretended to be perfor 
med to God, that is boxght and ſold for money, 
and done by rote and cuſtom, had never its inſti- 
tution in Heaven. Therefore thoſe ſheep of Chriſt 
that follow him, as they are harmlels in them- 


ſelves, ſo they endeavour to be helpful to others 


for which they become ſtrangers to the world, 
as they are in the world, and meet with much 
oppoſition, as appears throughout all ages, For 
thoſe that were Gods ſervants, and would fo.l;w 
him, and perfwade others fo to do, were ever 
counted th? rroublers of th2 Nations they lived 
in, 1 King, 18. 17. Turners of th: world upſide 
+ 'L 
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q down, At. 17. 6. Peſtilent fellows, AR. 24. 5. 


= and whatſoever malice could invent was laid to 


their charge. 

3. As we mult deny our fſclves, and learn of 
Chriſt ro walk after him, improving our Talents, 
ſo we muſt be conſtant and continual followers of 
him , we muſt follow the lamb whither ſoever he go- 
eth, Revel. 14. 44 Some will follow him when the 
Sun of proſperity ſhines, when worldly intereſt 
1s not endangered, nor the way troublctome 5 
but if other things appear, then they are at a 
ſtani. Others when in an afflitive diſpenſation, 
a poor and low ſtate,then they will follow Chriſt z_ 
but if Providence advance their portion, then 
thele world'y enjoyments become impediments 
to ſtop them; when thoie priviledges ſhould have 
bcen ſo many incouragements to perſeverance : for 
fo will a gracious foul take all advantages, whe- 
ther by hills or vallies to keep a fight in their 
fouls of rh-ir Lords goings ; they will nor ſtop 
when they meer with a temptation, bur ſtrive by 
prayer,and aſcend by fazth into the mount, where 
the Lord is ſeen, and renew their ſtrength, and 
increafe their joy , and get new <xpert-nces of | 
ſtrength trem on high, which hring obtained 
ſharpens th-ir refolutions of ſtedfat perteverance, 
and hrings them to their expected -nd. | 

4 W: muſt walk as be walked, 1 Joh. 2.6, 
who kept hi F. h »s Commandmeats, 704.15. 10, 
Thiz is ot neceſity that we keep thote Heavenly 

| pre- 
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precepts that are delivered unto us ; this is the © 
way that we muſt follow Chriſt in, or elſe we are 3 
out of the way of life, and follow not the Lord, © 
P/al. 119.32. and as men that miſtake their way, | 


the further and faſter they go, the more they are 


amiſs z; ſo when there is a miſtake about ſpiritual 


things, cuſtom breeds ſecurity, and ſecurity re- 
ſolvedneſs, and then it is hard to convince them 


of their miſtake. There hath been throughout all 


ages that which hath had the name of worſhip 
imprinted on it by men, which was not comman- 
ded by the Lord, cither to ſerve ſomething which 
was not God,or ſomething pretended ro be of God, 
which he never appointed. Terah the Father of 
Abrahams ſerved other gods, Foſh. 24 2. hemade 
(ſay ſome) Images of clay, and worſhipped them, 
therefore it is ſuppoled that God ſmote his Son 
Haran that he died before his Father, which was 
the firſf that we read of that died a natural death 
before their fathers ; for as for Abel he was ſlain, 
Gen.4.28. How many times did Iſrael ſet up 1dol- 
worſhip, deceiving and being deceived ! the 
Scribes and Phariſees tranſgreficd the Command- 
ments of God by their Traditions, att. 15. ;. 
yet theſe did ow» in words the God of 1/rael for 
the only God, and yet had Chriſts wo pronounced 
againſt them, Matt 23.13. And in the Primi- 
tive times, there were falſe Doftrines taught, 
and falſe principles held, Rev. 2.1 4,20. ſo we may 


note that among them thac had ſome priviledges ' - 


L 4 and 
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” and profeſhon,therehath been ſteppings aſide from 
the right ways of God 3 Terah was of the line of 
” Shem, Iſracl were Gods people by profeſſon ; 
th Scribes and Pharifees were of moſt fame a- 
monglt the Fews for Religion; and thoſe Churches 
which thoſe great Apoſtles planted and watered, 
were moſt like to be free from crror 3 and yet all 
theſe have had ſome that have turned aſide into 
by-ways which God did not appoint. Then very 
poſſible it is for men in this age to miſtake, who 
live further from thoſe primitive gifts, and under 


known, that not many generations ſince this, and 
tnoſt Nations called-Chriſtendom, or the civilized 
porld,were a den of Popiſh darkneſs and ignorance; 
and it is a rich mercy,that there is ſo much /zght as 
we enjoy, but theſe things conſtdered, then how 
much need is there that all men and women ſhould 


Commandments of God, and take inſtead of 
them.the inſtitutions of men, which God will not 


in thoſe many hundred: years there were many 
great and learned men whilſt Popery lay before 
men as the only Chriſtian Religion; and thoſe 
Nations where it is ſtill owned, are not without 
ſearning and learned Schoolmen ; ſo that it is not 
{ſafe to take any thing without rr:al,' that is of ſo 
great concernment as eternal lite not to truſt in 
GS a 4 b-' + | Mal, 


the revivings out of darknels ; for it is ſufficiently . 


look very diligently into Gods word, that rule 
for faith and life, leſt they miſtake about the * 


own. The Pharilees were great and /earned; and _ 


» 
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man, nor implicitely believe as they believe, nor . 
do as they do, becaule they do fo : But to have a 

ground from Gods word witneſling with your con- 

tciences that it is ere, and be ſearching the Scrip- 

tures, and pray with uprightnels of heart to be 

direQted into that good and old way where reſt is 

to be found. O how can fuch perſons poſſible tind 

the truth of God, that will not conitder their 

ways, nor Gods Word, nor with thirſting-fouls 

pray to be guided by his Countel, but will walk 

by other ſteps, and as they are they will be,though 
in never fo much danger they will do as moſt do, 
though they read that many go the broad way, 
and that the Church of Chriſt is called a Little 
flock, There is alfo a world which Paul implies are 
in a ſtate of condemnation, 1 Cor. 11. 32. for 
whom Chriſt did not pray, John 17. 9g, And he 
or ſhe that cannot prove themſelves to be a member 
of Chriſt's Body, which is his Church , muſt ac- 
knowledg himſelf or her ſelf to be of the world, 
except they will blot out many ſayings in their » 
Bibles; and if Chriſt be their head, there will be 

ſome Analogie between th:m and him. Is the head 
puregholy, juſt and merciful ? then whoſoever ate 

members of that body, arein their meaſure ſo, 

and whoſoever is carnal, unjuit, mercylets, or un- 

holy, is not of that body ; or if in profeſſion, 

yet it is but a withered branch: there is not fo\ 
little difference between real members of Chriſt's 
pody and worldly men, as many hy their ves, 
"2 5 oh leem \ - 
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feem to judg : there is more difference then only 
a few differing Opinions ;, and thoſe that make in 
their lives ſuch a imal d:ſtzntton as can be but a lit- 
tle diſcerned, will never be ſeparated far afunder 
im the life to come. Be intreated to follow the Lord 
fully, like Caleb and Fofhua, to whom it was ſaid, 
that they ſhould enter into the land, Num. 14. 
24. Halt not between two opinions, nor make opi- 
nion your R elzg10n ; this is very dangerous, and 
deceives many, when they get ſome opinions of 
truth, and reſt there, and ſtay under the ſhadow 
of thc1r conceptions, and never obtain to #rxe g0d- 
lineſs : being 1o lize the multitude in language 
and life, that they will not be known aſunder, 
. unlels by the aggravations of their ſins, being a- 

2inſt more means of knowledg, which will be 
a {ad difference at the ReſurreRion, 


U/e 6. Here 1s comfort for all the godly that 
have a Portion in Chrift's ſacrifice; it the Lord 
have pay d a ranſom for them, then they the rax- 

omed of th: Lord ſhall return and come to Zion, 
with ſongs and everlaſting joy upon their heads , 
and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee away, Iſa. 5. 
10. therefore Comfore ye, comfort ye my people, 
ſaith your God, your iniquity # pardoned, Iſa. 4. 
1. There is {uch comfort 1n this conſideration, 
that Chriſt is made unto us wiſdom , and righ- 
| geonſneſs, and ſarttification, and redemption , 


1 Cor, 1.30 That poor drooping fouls have 
much 
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much cauſe of encouragement that their fins are 
pardonable when they are repented of, becauſe 
this wonderful ſacrifice was of ſuch an snſinite 
value to the remitting of many and great ſins, 
Luke 7. 47. her ſins which are many are forge 
ven her. If pcor diſtrefied fouls would confider 
that the Lord taw them ſinful, and came to be 
their righteouſneſs, he beheld them wonnded and 
came to heal them ;, then they that knowing 
they have repented for fins paſt, reſolve for 
time to come to walk in obedience to the Lord 
to the utmoſt of their abilities; they may then 
be exceedingly refreſhed in their minds, that 
their ſins ſhall not be charged on them to con- 
demnation , ſeeing he hath provided himſelf a 
ſacrifice of ſuch tufficiency ; ſome will preſump- 
tuouſly conclude their fins pardoned, without 
ground; other poor wounded fouls look fo much 
upon the filthy nature of fin; the hardnels of their 
own hearts, their deadneſs in ſpiritual things, 
that they are lize to be drownet in deſpair, and 
to think that God will not have mercy on ſuch 
ſinful and miferable creatures as they are: bur 
dear hearts, remember for vour comfort, that it 
is a ſign that thou art a child of Grace, becauſe 
thy fins are thy burden, in that thou art grieved 
with an hard heart, and mourne<ſt becaute thou 
art no more ſpiritual, labouring thine heart to 
a better frame ; be encouraged to go to God in 
Faith, and in the aſſurance of his Prewſe thou 
may- 
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mayeſt humbly plead with him that he hath pr o- 
miſed to make 4 new heart, and renew 4 right 
ſpirit within them, Ez:k. 36. 26. | Go toul ! bes 
an intereſt in this Promiſe; if the Lord do nor 
pretently give thee thine hearts defire, give not 
over praying, nor waiting, nor let thine heart 
conclude that the Lord doth not regard thee 
Chriſt both heard and regarded he woman that 
ſought unto him, and yet he made her no anſwer ; 
but, ſhe not willing ſo to be denyed, came and 
worſhipped him,and he ſeems as it he would have 
put her off again, but ſhe continues pleading 
with him; then he ſays unto her, O woman great 
& thy faith, Mat. 15. 23. It is acceptable when 
a mournful foul will wait believingly on him, 
and take notice of every drop of mercy and kind- 
neſs that the Lord ſhowers down upon them, and 
not murmur in their waiting becauſe they have 
not ſo muchas they would, nor to foon as they 
would ; know, O praying mourning ſoul, that 
God who' freely gave his beloved Son without 
asking, will ſurely give thee that Grace and Spi- 


ritual life that he wil accept thee in through him, 


if thou continue in thine integrity, and laboureſt 
to keep thine heart from unbelief, and thy fins 
ſubdued, and thy ſelf in Gods way with a holy 
life to the utmoſt of thy power received from 
him ; but if any ſhall expe& comfort from God 
in a way that God never appointed, or in a vain 
worldly-minded converſation, they will bur de- - 

—= «By ceive 
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ceive themſelves, they may ſtand out with God; 
and not conform to his will until the motions of 
Grace leave checkzng, and then the conſcience may 
be quiet, and it may be ate ſo, and yet in a woful 
ſtate; but you that are willing to have peace on 
Gods own terms, conſider, the Lord doth not 
expe& impoſſibilities of his creatures, 2 Cor. 8. 
12, he that put in thee thoſe good defires of a 
better heart, a better Jife, thoſe mourningsafter 
God, longing to be fitted with larger abilities to . 
ferve the Lord ina more devout and holy manner, 
will not leave thee here to weep thy ſelt to Hell ; 
no foul! hold up thine head and heart, though 
thou walkeſt in darkneſs and can ſee no light, yet 
truſt in the name of the Lord,and ftay upen thy God, 
Ila, 50. 10. the Lord counſels thee to do fo, and 


5 by the ſame Prophet faith 3 Let the wicked for ſake 


hi way , and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and 
let him return unto the Lord and he will have mer- 
cy on him, and to our God for he will abundantly par- 
don, for my thoughts are not as your thoughts, nor_ + 
my ways 4s your ways, la. 55-7. if the Lord pro- 
miſe pardoning-mercy to wicked men that turn to 
him, ſhall not a ſoul that is convinced of fin, and 
ſo. broken that it goeth mourning all the day 
long, and would rejoice at the obtaining a better 
frame of heart, to walk with God with great 
Joy 3 ſhall not this ſoul find mercy with this mer- 
ciful God ? doth he ſay, how ſtall ] give thee up, O 
Ephrain ? how ſhall I deliver thee up Iſrael? mine 
heart is turned within me : as if he ſhould ſay, mine 
| heart 


-, 
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heart faith ſpare him, my bowels ſay deſtroy him not, 7 
am God and not man, Hol. 11, 8. his mercy is the mercy 
of 2 God, his pity is the pity of a God ; broken ſouls 
are apt to look upon the mercy and pity of God to be 
bencath the attribute of an infinite God, as preſump- 
tuous ſinners do of his 7yſtice : ſo tender hearts haye 
too thorr a ſizht of his infinite Love in Chriſt Jeſus, 
they have a Portion in their Fathers houſe, the #obe 
and the Xing; but they ſee themſelyes fo note on 
they dire not fetch ic, they ſtand afar off weeping 
and mourning, and Satan the accuſer of the brethren, 
labours to periwade them that there is no acceprance 
of perſon, nor duty ; and the poor hearts are ready to 
thiak ſo. being v1]- in their own ezes, not ſufficiencly 
looking upon Chriſt crucified, and 11 him all julneſs, 
in whom God Was reconciling te work i unto bimſeif, 
wot im uting their ſins , 2 Cor. 5. 19 They yer be= 
ing as babes, have not the fulnels of Euich lixz their 
f.ther Abrahams who 4gainjt kope believed in bype, a4 
it ww imputed 10 hin for rigiteouſneſs, Rom. 4. 18. 
Did you ever read of ay rep-1r17g perſon thir did 
forſake fin. and in tru? finc-rity »f h:art went hu n- 
bly before the Lord ro deSre pardon .nd afſiting Grace 

to ſerve him in truth an wi:h a perfcct herrr ; that 
the Lord ſent any Proph.t or Apoſtle to tell. him char 
there was no mercy for him ? do h not that no*-le coms 
pany of Prophets and Ap9':l.s 25 with one voice pro- 

Claim Peace to juch through Faith in Chrif > ang wilt 
not thou believe them? doſt hou think thou arc dealt 
more ſeverely with. than all o:h-rs urder Heayen> I 
hope thou wilt have no ſuch thoughts lodged in thine 

heart: therefore when thou art tempted to diſtruſt, 
harken not to thine own heart which is deceitful, but 
to Gods Word, and hear what there is ſaid, #e thar 

cometh unto me 1 will in n0 wiſe caſt out, Joha 6. 37. 

a And 
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And: as he is willing to ſandtifie and ſaye you, ſo he is 
able to do it to the utmoſt, Heb. 7.25, C! then may 
2 poor ſoul ſay, how great 1s this Loye of God, that 
he thould give himſelt ro be a Portion for ijuch a 
worm 2s 1! that he ſhould give his Son to die, that 
his body ſhould be meat and his blood dr.zk indeed to 
my poor ſoul! it wasa wonder that he did not feed 
ſuch 2 fioful creature with Gall and Wormmood, with 
fire and brimſtone, and cloath him with flames : Bur 
that he ſhoul4 give a portion of Grace here, and a 
ſure promiſe of Glory hercatrer; he that is Mighty 
hith done for us great things, and holy is 645 Name, the 
Lord is our Portion, The ines are fallen 30 us in 4 pleaſant 
place,we have 4 goodly heritage;theretore return unto your 
reſt, Oh our ſoals! for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with 
ws 3 enter into the chamber , ſhut the door, "T for 4 l:tile mo= 
ment until the indignation be over=paſt,Þ1al.16.6.Ia 26 20, 

Motive 1, To move us to be attcected with a porti- 
on inthe Lord, an intereſt in his deareſt Relations to: 
believing ſouls , confider that in bm & life, and bis life 
5 the (1g! of men, Jobn 1, 4, he 1sthe true Iighr to; 
them that fit in darkncfs; It a man were thut upin a 
dung-on of darkneſs from the light of the Sun. men 
would pity his condition; how much more terrible 
is it for ro be without the Sun of righteouſneſs , inſpi- 


ritual darkneſs, to have a dark underſtanding > Epheſe, © 
4+ 18. 2 dark conſcience wherein fin lieth hid for 
want of light? promiſes are not diſcerned, things of . 
the Spirit of God are ſtrang? things to ſuch a foul ; 


but when Chriſt is received, h2 15 as 4 Sun and a Shield, 
Pial. 84. r1. and doth ſt up an heavenly lighe char 
euides to eternal life, whereby ſpiritual things are 
diſcerned to be only defirable, 1 Cor, 2. 15, 


Mot. 2+ Adoption in Chriſt brings true laſting Peace, 


and ſound joy ; as he ſaith, that in me ye might have 


j ace, , 


F 
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* 7 $240, John r6. 33. men count a peaceable life inthis*" 
 worlda great priviledg, to live without diſturbance - 

and 'vexations ; but that is not certain 'nor durable; 

; Whereas thi peace no man can take away, it is joy un- 

. -» ſpeakable and full of glory, 1 Pet. 1. 18: a peace that 
paſſerb underſtanling, that will feed and comfort the 
ſoul ia all diſtrefſes, when men perſccute, in ſickneſs 
and pains, when friends frown, (5c. then this peace 
holds.the heart calm and temperate; yea when death 
comes, 1t-will be ſuch a ſweet cordial to the ſoul thar 
will make it comfagtable, and will riſe with it in the 
ReſurreRion, and thenthis peace and joy will be full. * 
Mot. 3. Waen Chriſt is ours and we are bis, received 

-  byusas our Prophet, of whom we have learned the my- 
5 fteries of $.lyation; when he rules in our hearts as 
Prince of lite, and is by faith dep:nWon for juſtificati- 

on unto life; as our high Prieſt, who bath offered up bimſelf 

4 ſacrifice to God for the remiſſion of ſins, and 1s at the 

right hand of God mtking interceſſion for us 3 when he 

ſhall return, from thence he will bring Glory and Honour 

With him ; and having received for himſelf a Kingdom, 

the, whole body of his Ee ſhall be gathered unto him 

by che boly A-gels in thzir morning-Glory and Heavenly 

dreſs of white Robes, rocelebrate the marriage of the 
Lemb, and ſill fit dowyfithe Kingdom of God, Luk. 12.29. 
> © and ſhall gg tol2 prectous promiles of eternal 
k-. Hines <clared from the foundation of the world, 

= Wick hath been the joy of believers in all ages who li- 
g-v<d and died in faith,that they through that "Lamb of Go4 
who 1s their righteouſneſs, ſhould come -to that city 

E which hath eternal foundations, whoſe builde? # God, and 

> there ſhould firg praiſes with unſpeakable Celight unto 
& che Lord God almighty. and to-the rams for their won-, 
£- derful redemption , and everlaſting ſalyatioa world 
without eng. Amen. Hallelujah, - 
—_ FI N I $. EF 


.-" 


